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As I was proofing my President's Message, I received notification that the Golden 
Community had lost a long-time member, although no longer a GRCC member, the 
loss of Doug Windsor as a Breeder, Mentor and Judge will be greatly felt in the 
Golden/Dog World. I have known Doug for Many years and I will miss our ringside 
discussions and will miss showing our dogs to him! 
My Condolences to his Family & Friends  
 
Where does the time go? 
It seems like just yesterday I wrote my May President's Message for the Leaves! 
It has been a busy time for us here in Victoria, along with having our first litter since we 
moved to BC two years ago, which by the way seems to take up more of our time than 
having a litter use to??? It must be a getting older thing! 
I'm building an attached garage to our house here in Victoria with a loft apartment so 
family and friends can come visit when we finally get out of the pandemic. 
It seems as we/I get older some things get harder, and I don't really mean the physical 
although that is a definitely the case, I mean mentally, like the stress of raising a litter 
of puppies and placing them in their new homes, this recent litter seemed to affect me 
more than ones in the past. I'm sure it had absolutely nothing to do with the fact that 
seven of the puppies were going to clients in Ontario, (no nothing at all to do with that!) 
We didn't really want to deal with sending that many puppies in cargo so I travel back 
to Ontario with them and delivered them to their new homes, only because they were 
all going to repeat clients or friends. Flying that many puppies as excess baggage 
presents a whole new set of challenges and stresses. I just want to say THANK YOU 
to David for flying out to Victoria to pick up his puppy and fly back with me and the rest 
of the litter. But his help didn't stop there! Jocelyn & David loaned me a vehicle and I 
set up at their place with all the puppies which were to be delivered to their new homes 
the next day.  
What a whirlwind couple of days, things settled down after that second day and I was 
able to visit family and a few friends (not as many as I would have liked) in my short 
time back home (or as Liz and I refer to it now, the place we used to live) as Victoria is 
our home now, and we love it here!  
I think the next litter (if there is a next) the clients will have to make a trip to Victoria to 
pick up their puppy, not sure I want to do a trip like that again, thank goodness for 
friends! 
 
Stay well and Safe, 
Bruce Russell  
 

 

~ President’s Message ~ 

Bruce Russell 

 Kobler 
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~ BC Director’s Report ~ 

Pat Beaulieu 

 

~ Editor’s Desk~ 

Jill Cairns 

 
 

Busy summer! Not sure where those months went but they are GONE! Hoping all of 

you have managed to get out and about with your Goldens.  

This is a much smaller issue, feel free to send any articles, thoughts, complaints or 

kudos to me! 

This month I wanted the Member Spotlight to shine on Suzi Beber. In that predictable 

Suzi style her response was “Honestly, I don’t like focusing on me, but those who have 

stood WITH me!!!” And that right there sums up why we have so much admiration 

and respect for her. She has been there for me when I was struggling with my older 

boy and a cancer diagnosis and I know she has supported many of you as well. You 

may not like the spotlight Suzi, but know that so many of us are so very thankful for 

you and the endless knowledge and support you so willingly share.  

 

If you haven’t been to the website in a while, take some time and check it out.  

 

https://www.smilingblueskies.com 
 

Remember the AGM! September 19th, it’s your opportunity to have your say and share 

your ideas! 

Next deadline for submissions is November 15th but you can never send too early! 

 

Jill Cairns 

goldnz@eastlink.ca 
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~ British Columbia Director ~ 

Pat Beaulieu 

 

The GRCBC held a conformation show, 4 obedience trials and 4 rally trials in July; with the 

provincial and local COVID protocols allowing shows to finally resume. The GRCBC VP 

Conformation, Jean Wirch, and VP Obedience, Merilee Howley, and all the club members 

who supported them had many challenges to overcome, including sorting out COVID 

protocols that were changing days before the event and working with a venue that had never 

had a dog show of this type – Thunderbird Equestrian Center. These were outside shows to 

add even more uncertainty. The grounds were beautiful, there was a good entry, the judges all 

seemed to be enjoying themselves, and (most importantly) the weather cooperated. The 

GRCBC club members turned up to support the event with entries and many volunteer 

hours.  This was the first post-covid-restrictions conformation show in the Lower Mainland 

and everyone who attended seemed very happy to be back!  

On August 14, the GRCBC experimented with a new method of holding a WC/WCI/WCX 

test in cooperation with the BC Labrador Retriever Club. Since there had not been a WC 

test in this area for a while it was decided to hold a WC test followed by WCI test followed 

by a WCX test so that there was an opportunity to pass all three levels in the same day. It 
proved to be very popular with the limited entry filling quickly. It was, however, a long day in 

the smoky heat.  As the GRCBC’s equipment coordinator, I was in the field from 7am to 6:30 

pm helping organize equipment at the stakes and running ducks to the gunners. 

In BC, cooperation between clubs to share venues on show weekends or run performance 

trials has become more common. Sharing cost, expertise, volunteers, and equipment has 

allowed events to continue that might otherwise be discontinued.  

Upcoming September events include a weekend of hunt tests and another weekend with four 

obedience and four rally trials in conjunction with the Lower Mainland Conformation shows. 

Our GRCBC meetings continue to be Zoom meetings, but the upside of this is we have had 

increased attendance, and better representation from across the province.  I think that this is 

one of the few good things to come out of this last couple of years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patrick Beaulieu 
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Specially Commissioned Original Limited-Edition Print 
from the Friends of Guisachan 

Ainslie Mills, FOG Board Member 

 

The Friends of Guisachan, a US based charitable organization, evolved from the 2013 Guisachan 
Gathering in Scotland.  The decision was made to fund-raise for a Golden Retriever statue that could be 
situated near its historical birthplace near Tomich, Scotland.  The bronze statue was installed in August, 
2014 after successful fund-raising and lease of a patch of land in the village of Tomich, near the 
Guisachan estate ruins. 

Following the 2018 Guisachan Gathering, a decision was made to support fund-raising for a permanent 
stone sign near the ruins of Guisachan House.  At the same time there were commitments made to support 
fund-raising to help stabilize the ruins.  Both of these projects are continuing.  The design of the new sign 
and photos of the estate are on the FOG website: https://friendsofguisachan.org/main/ 
 
The FOG now has a very special fund-raising item available to devotees of Golden Retriever history.  This 
project will help raise the final amounts needed for the sign and then support the stabilization of the ruins 
so there will be something to see when future pilgrims seek out the birthplace of our Goldens. 

Amanda Pemberton is an award-winning artist, teacher and Golden Retriever owner, based on the Gold 
Coast, Australia. She is well-known for her realistic portraits of people and animals and regularly exhibits 
and sells her work via her website, social media, art shows and exhibitions.  

“Guisachan House” is a limited-edition print based upon an original pen and watercolour painting. The 
prints are a limited run of 50 and have been created for the Friends of Guisachan to assist with 
fundraising for the maintenance of Guisachan House, Scotland. The prints were created from the first 
stage of her original pen drawing and are on archival-quality 300gsm cotton rag watercolour paper. Each 
print is A2 (420mm x 594mm) in size, or approximately 16.5 inches by 23.4 inches.  

Each black and white print will be individually hand-coloured in watercolour to order.  Purchasers may 
request their own personalization and have the opportunity to put a small “remarque” on their own 
numbered print.  A beloved individual dog in the window, a star, a crest, and a rainbow bridge are some 
of the remarques so far chosen. This ensures that the client will end up with a unique and individual 
piece of artwork at a fraction of the cost of an original painting. The prints will each have a Certificate of 
Authenticity, numbered and including details of the artwork.  The cost is $565 US dollars including 
shipping for this unique and original piece.   

 
I believe a number of the limited edition of 50 are already sold.  Take some of your stud service fees or 
puppy money and help preserve the historical birthplace of the Golden Retriever.  You will be rewarded 
with a lovely piece of original artwork. 
 
 
 
 

https://friendsofguisachan.org/main/
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A big HUGE, GIANT “THANK YOU” to Carol Beaulieu, for volunteering to 

prepare a new application form for the VC Certificate program.  (And she really 

did volunteer!  I didn’t even have to twist her arm!) 

The new application form is now up on the website.  Thank you, Rob!!! 

Just to let you know, there is a small change to the requirements.  One of our 

members noticed that NMH (National Master Hunter) had accidentally been left 

off the points charts for the VC and for the Hall of Fame requirements (in the 

Field categories).  This has now been fixed, and NMH is worth 10 points (for both 

VC and HOF).   

Hopefully we will see some applicants in the next few months. There may not 

have been many shows and trials this year, but there were some.  If you think you 
may have qualified for Hall of Fame or for a Versatility Certificate, please apply!  If 

you need any help figuring out if you qualify, please contact me. I would be happy 

to help you!  Anybody!  You don’t have to be from Quebec! 

Good news!  The Quebec Golden Retriever Club will be running two specialties, 

on September 11th and 12th, in conjunction with the Labrador Club. Judges are 

still “CKC pending” so watch Canuckdogs.com for updates. 

We are all so happy to start showing and trialing again.  There are several all-

breed shows coming up in our area and a couple of obedience trials. 

“You obedience people”, I suggest you review the new Obedience and Rally rules, 

as I am sure they are all but forgotten!  I guess we also have to figure out what 

the Covid rules are, and how to work with them.  Don’t forget to do some work 

with your dogs while you are wearing your masks.  If you are planning on showing 

or trialing this year, I would also recommend you get your dogs used to judges 

wearing masks before you head to the ring.  (Hmm.  I wonder how difficult it will 

be to hear the judge’s commands.  I guess we also need to study the heeling 

pattern a little better, so we know where to go when we hear some kind of 

muffled snort from the judge!) 

The field events have come back a lot quicker; of course it is much easier to 

socially distance at those events.  I attended a WC test this past weekend (run by 

the Labrador Club), and it was so nice to see people again.  Lots of dogs entered 

in the WC.  I guess nobody has had a chance to get their novice dogs into any 

tests for quite a while, so a very good entry.  There was a hunt test running the 

~ Quebec Director ~ 

Gail Wormington 
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same weekend, only two hours away, so the WC test wasn’t quite full. (I hear 

most tests are full within five minutes of opening the entry.) 

I saw something new this weekend!  Do any of you remember that old wringer 

that your granny used, to wring out the washing before hanging it out to dry?  

Well, of course this would now be an antique, but I saw a new use for it at the 

WC.  You use it to wring out the drying cloths for the ducks!  Apparently you 

can save about 30% more of your water ducks with this.  (And if that doesn’t 

work, you could probably use it to make pasta!)  Anyway, it was really something, 

and I could see how well it worked.  So check out Granny’s attic! 

I think we are all so happy to get our dogs back in the ring, everything is filling up 

as soon as the premium list is out.   So let’s get out there and play while we can.  

We don’t know what will happen in the fall, so let’s try to keep a positive attitude 

and enjoy the moment. 

Get your vaccines!  Wear your masks!  Wash your hands!  And, of course, hug 

your dogs.  I miss you all, and hope to see you soon! 

Gail Wormington 

motchreba@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTION #11 JUNE 2021 - VERSATILITY HALL OF FAME - PASSED 

 

Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, that NMH (National Master Hunter) be added 

to the chart for the Versatility Hall of Fame, under the “Field” category, for a value of ten (10) points, 

and to the chart for the VC Certificate program, under the “Field” category, for a value of ten (10) 

points. 

 

Explanation:  One of our members brought to our attention that NMH had not been included in the 

chart for Hall of Fame and for the Versatility Certificate program.  National Master Hunter (NMH) is a 

CKC title, which is higher than Master Hunter (9 points), but approximately on a level with GMH 

(Grand Master Hunter), which also has a value of 10 points. 

 

This was an oversight, and this title should be added to the lists of titles which can earn points for HOF 

and the VC program. 

 
 

Board Business 

Christine Kobler 
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X    
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MERLIN 

MERLIN 

MERLIN 

Merlin (GCH Meliagold The Phantom Menace TT, RN, ATD, CGN -Jasminex Danny) is 
the result of many years of carefully planned breeding from Lynne McGregor and Joe 
MacDonald of Meliagold Reg'd Retrievers.  
 
Merlin was owner handled to his championship in 2019. Going forward, to bring out 
the best Merlin has to offer, he has been expertly handled by Linda Thompson-these two 
are a match made in heaven. 
 
My most cherished memory to date occurred in Quebec in 2020, when I stood and 
watched Linda handle Merlin to RBIS under esteemed sporting dog Judge Jean Luis-
Blais. When I think of that day, it still gives me chills. 
 
Merlin is a bright, athletic, determined boy with a phenomenal temperament! He is a 
house dog and best friend first and foremost. He loves children and other dogs, especially 
puppies. 
 
We are currently training in Rally and Obedience ( Oshawa Obedience Association); we 
dabble in Dock Diving and Agility as we just love to have fun. We look forward to testing 
for Therapy Dog and volunteering in our community. 
 
I could not be more proud or grateful for all of the joy we have experienced together and 
all the wonderful friends we have made. I am looking forward to the many adventures that 
lay ahead,. 
 
Stay Golden, 
 
Joy and Merlin 
 

Member Brags! 
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MERLIN 
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I have to say it is wonderful to see shows , trials etc 
starting up. From the feedback I am getting they are being 
managed very well with necessary precautions in place. 
Those going have said they have enjoyed being back and 
seeing other competitors. 
I haven’t been to one myself yet as I have puppies at this 
time so not venturing too far from home. 
The Golden Retriever Club of Canada -Specialty (2 
shows), is being held in North Battleford, Saskatchewan , 
Aug 20-22. I would like to thank Robyn McGonigle for all 
that she has done to coordinate this event and I hope 
everyone has a wonderful time. 
I hope everyone is enjoying the various events that we can 
once again participate in and I hope to see many of you 
soon  
 
Lynn Walker 
GRCC Alberta Director

~ Alberta Director’s Report ~ 

Lynn Walker 
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Membership Report 

Jane Christy 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
Greetings from sunny British Columbia!!                                                                                
The current balance of the GRCC is $48,599.56.                                                               
Thank you to the GRCC Members that sponsored a Trophy for the GRCC Regional 
Specialty being held August 20-22, 2021 in Battleford Saskatchewan.                            
Sincerely,                                                                                                                                 
Wendy Galt                                                                                                                                
GRCC Treasurer 

 Membership Report 

Wendy Galt 
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Hello, from the Atlantic region, it has been a very busy summer here in the Atlantic Region with restrictions 
being eased and events happing every weekend throughout the region. Many people are double 
vaccinated, and the Covid infections have been slowing down, but there is concern around the area 
regarding the fourth wave. However, it appears that people are respecting the guidelines and putting a 
great effort into being safe. I am encouraged that we have had several shows and trials and members are 
taking part in these events and doing well and most of all no exposure from these events have been 
reported.  

It appears that we are going to have a few regional specialties throughout Canada, the first being two 
back-to-back GRCC Regional Shows, August 20, 21, 22, 2021 in Battleford, SK. Then the Maritime Golden 
Retriever Regional September 25 in 1256 Route 107, Cross Creek, New Brunswick. This Regional will be 
part of a Ten Days of shows.  There is also Regional Specialties in Toronto to be held with the Oakville KC 
Shows. Also, there is a Specialty in Quebec in September.  

GRCC continues to work to improve our club in making several changes and making our members more 
informed on National Issues and working hard to keep our members better informed it appears that a lot 
of hard work is being done throughout the country.   

Facebook page  

Committee is still working extremely hard to update Annual Awards. Breeder’s List now be free for 
members.  

Further Reminder to members  
 
The Golden Retriever Club of Canada is offering to new puppy owners and would like to welcome you to 
the Golden Retriever community and are offering you a complimentary one-year provisional membership  
To claim your complimentary membership, please visit the Golden Retriever Club of Canada website 
https://grcc.net/index.php/sample-page/joining-the-grcc/ and complete the online membership application 
form. In the comments section please enter the name of your referrer and the notation "Complimentary 
Membership".  
The Golden Retriever Club of Canada is comprised of individuals who are breeders, exhibitors and pet 
owners who would be happy to share their expertise. The club sponsors events throughout the year and 
offers information on dog related activities and health clinics. We welcome you to our Golden family. 
 
START PLANNING TO ATTEND THE NATIONAL IN ALBERTA IN 2022.  
  

~ Atlantic Director’s Report ~ 

Frank MacArthur 
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Maritime Golden Retriever Club News 

With covid restrictions being lifted or relaxed our members have be getting involved in several events and 
doing very well with their dogs. As stated, earlier MGRC will be holding their Regional at the Miramichi 
Kennel Club Show in September in Cross Creek, NB. Conformation, and Obedience and Rally and WC in 
Fredericton at the Dunn Property the same weekend. The Show Chair will be Marg Bethune and plans are 
looking very positive. Royal Canin will also be sponsoring this event.  

We held another session of beginner WC, Tracking, in New Brunswick this year and was a huge success.  

Joan Carey continues to update our MGRC WEBSITE. 

We have two Facebook Pages, one for public and one closed to members and is in operation under the 
guidance of Corrie Horne, Paula J Evans Bragg, Jill Cairns, and Joan Carey.  

Here in the Atlantic Region, we have a very serious problem 
with Ticks passing on Lyme Disease to ourselves and our dogs. 

This Article will explain a lot of the Questions asked.  

Lyme Disease in Dogs: Symptoms, Tests, 

Treatment, and Prevention written by Harriet Meyers  

Lyme disease, also known as Lyme borreliosis, is a bacterial illness that can be transmitted to humans, dogs, and 

other animals by certain species of Ticks. It is caused by the spiral-shaped bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi that is 

carried inside a tick and gets into a dog or person’s bloodstream through a tick bite. Once in the bloodstream, the 
bacteria can travel to different parts of the body and cause problems in specific organs or locations, such as joints, 

as well as overall illness. 

Where Do Ticks Live? The ticks that carry Lyme disease are especially likely to be found in tall grasses, thick 

brush, marshes, and woods — waiting to latch onto your dog when he passes by. A tick can transmit the disease 

once it has been attached to a dog for 24 to 48 hours. 

The disease can be hard to detect and can cause serious, ongoing health problems in both dogs and people. 

Several cases crop up each year In Canada, Lyme-positive dogs are found mostly in southern Ontario and southern 

Manitoba. A smaller number of cases are reported each year in Southern Quebec and the Maritime Provinces and is 

continuing to climb in the number of cases in the Maritimes. 

How do Ticks Get on People and Dogs? 
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The primary carrier of Lyme disease is the blacklegged tick (Ixodes scapularis), also called the “deer tick” or “bear tick.” The 

tick acquires the Lyme disease bacterium when it feeds on an animal that has been infected, such as a mouse, deer, or other 

mammal, and then transmits the bacterium to the next animal it feeds on. Image: CDC 

Ticks don’t jump or fly; they can only crawl. They get onto their host by waiting at the tips of vegetation. When a 

dog or person brushes against a bush, for example, the tick quickly grabs on and then crawls to find a place to bite. 

What are the symptoms of Lyme Disease in Dogs? 

Lyme disease is, unfortunately, a common canine disease. Typical symptoms in dogs include: 

• Fever 

• Loss of appetite 
• Reduced energy 

• Lameness (can be shifting, intermittent, and recurring) 

• Generalized stiffness, discomfort, or pain 

• Swelling of joints 

Symptoms can progress to kidney failure, which can be fatal. Serious cardiac and neurological effects can also occur. 

How are Dogs Tested for Lyme Disease? 

Diagnosis is made by a combination of history, physical signs, and diagnostics. For dogs, the two blood tests for 

diagnosing Lyme disease are called the C6 Test and Quant C6 test. Veterinarians perform both. 

The C6 test detects antibodies against a protein called “C6”.  Presence of the antibodies suggests an active Lyme 
infection. The C6 antibodies can be detected three to five weeks after an infected tick bites a dog and may be found 

in the bloodstream even before the dog shows signs of illness. 

The next step is to do a Quant C6 test. This, along with urinalysis will help determine if antibiotic treatment is 

necessary. 

How is Lyme Disease Treated? 

Treatment includes antibiotics, usually for at least 30 days. This often resolves symptoms quickly, but in some cases, 
the infection will persist, and prolonged medication may be needed. Treatment can also include other therapies 

aimed at resolving or relieving specific symptoms. 

Can I Catch Lyme Disease From my Dog? 

https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/general-health/common-canine-diseases/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/common-conditions/dog-fever-and-temperature/
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/common-conditions/kidney-disease-in-dogs/
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Dogs are not a direct source of infection for people. Lyme disease can’t be transmitted from one pet to another, 

nor from pets to humans, except through tick bites. However, a carrier tick could come into your house on your 

dog’s fur and get on you. 

If your dog is diagnosed with Lyme disease, you and any other pets have probably been in the same outdoor 

environment and may also be at risk, so it is a good idea to consult with your physician and veterinarian to see 

whether you should test other pets or family members. 

Other Canine Diseases Carried by Ticks 

Ticks can also carry several other less common but serious bacterial diseases affecting dogs, 

including anaplasmosis and babesiosis. 

Anaplasmosis can involve symptoms like those for Lyme disease. Babesiosis can present with a wide range of 

symptoms, from sudden and severe shock, high fever, and dark urine to a slowly progressing infection with more 

subtle clinical signs. Diagnosis of both diseases includes blood tests like those used to check for Lyme disease. 

Sometimes, dogs and people can become sick with “co-infection” of multiple tick-borne diseases, where more than 

one type of disease-causing bacteria is transmitted through a tick bite. This situation can make diagnosis and 

treatment even more challenging and difficult. 

How Can I Prevent My Dog from Getting Lyme Disease or Other Tick-borne Illnesses? 

Recommendations on preventing ticks include these from AKC’s Chief Veterinary Officer Dr. Jerry Klein: 

• Inspect your dogs and yourself daily for ticks after walks through the woods or grassy 
settings. On dogs, look especially on the feet (and between toes), on lips, around eyes, ears (and inside 

ears), near the anus, and under the tail. 

• Remove ticks stat. The quicker you find them the less likely your dog will contract a secondary 
illness related to tick bites. Learn the proper method of tick removal. Invest in a pair of fine tweezers 

used for this purpose. If you are unable to do so, consult with a veterinarian. 

• Ask your veterinarian to conduct a tick check at each exam. They’ll be able to find any you may 

have missed. 

• Prevent ticks from jumping on your dog with one of the many veterinary-approved flea and 

tick preparations available on the market. Speak to your veterinarian to find the best and most 

appropriate product for your dog. 

• Keep grass mowed as short as possible. Refrain from walking into grassy patches in endemic tick areas 

if you can. 
• Get your dog vaccinated. Vaccination could prevent your dog from getting Lyme disease. They may not 

be appropriate for some dogs, so discuss with your vet. 

So, in closing if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to Contact Me,  

Frank MacArthur, Atlantic Director  

steedrider@hotmail.com or   Phone 1-902-600-0109.  

http://www.njherald.com/article/20151227/ARTICLE/312279976
http://www.vcahospitals.com/main/pet-health-information/article/animal-health/anaplasmosis-in-dogs/6962
http://www.vcahospitals.com/main/pet-health-information/article/animal-health/babesiosis-in-dogs/435
https://www.akc.org/expert-advice/health/flea-tick/flea-and-tick-prevention-tips/
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20 Years . . . “There Will Always Be Smiling Blue Skies” 

Submitted by Dr. Suzi Beber, honouris causa; Founder, Smiling Blue Skies 

If you can dream it, you can do it.  If you can visualize it, you can actualize it.  It was something I 
told my students back in the 80s, and it was something I repeated to myself, after Tommy and I 
lost Blues to cancer over 20 years ago, on March 27th, 2001.   

He was the sun and moon and stars to us.  He was our Smiling Blue Skies.  Many of you have 
read those words or heard me say them, and the questions that rose out of our grief were, “How 
could we help to change the journey for other heart dogs?”  “How could we help the veterinary 
world find more and better ways to one day change the face of cancer for ALL of us?”  

Well, $1000 in the spring of 2001 paved the way to $2 million in 2021, and each step along the 
way has been all about you, our amazing community of supporters and volunteers.  From coast 
to coast and further afield, we have seen amazing projects powered by children to annual events 
that have created their own special following.  None of the work we have done or will continue to 
do, would be possible without you. 

Thanks to you, we will continue to fund oncology related research projects and critical positions, 
and while the world changes daily, one thing never changes for us.  Smiling Blue Skies continues 
to offer 24/7 support to anyone whose life has been touched by cancer, even when that means 
finding new and creative ways to reach out. 

And, when I revisit all the moments and touch stones through the years, in cards and letters and 
photos and videos, I think of each of you and of all our dogs, our miracles with paws, that teach 
us with every breath, to live in the moment, to look up at the skies, and even in the darkness, 
show us that light will always shine through. 

Tonight, go outside, and turn towards the stars, and if you close your eyes, and listen really hard, 
you will hear the wonderful music of our Blues Man, the music of life, and of sweet dreams. You 
can’t have a rainbow, if you don’t have the rain. You can’t see the rainbow, if you don’t feel the 
rain. In my mind’s eye, and in my heart, there will always be Smiling Blue Skies, and there will 
always be you to thank for this journey. 

Long live blue skies, where Hope is a kite and dreams really do come true. 

 

 

 

 

Member Spotlight 

Dr. Suzi Beber 
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Photos Wanted 
The GRCC Breed Standard and JE Committee is currently seeking photos for the revision of the Club 

publication The Golden Retriever: An Illustrated Commentary on the Breed Standard.  This revision is to 

coincide with the new breed standard coming into effect in January 2022. 

We require conformation free-standing or stacked type photos with no people in them, but featuring a 

variety of colours and styles of correct Golden Retrievers.  We can also use a few head shots of both dogs 

and bitches either front on or in profile.  A limited number of performance photos of Goldens are also 
required, other than field, which we have already obtained.  All photos selected for use will require the 

signing of a release form by the photographer, so if your photo is taken by a professional, then they must 

agree to sign the release for GRCC educational use.  Photos should be high-resolution colour digital images, 
at least 300 dpi.  Only those individuals whose photos will be used will be contacted re: the release form.  All 

other photos will be deleted upon the completion of the decision-making process. 

Please send to Ainslie Mills, oriana@telus.net  no later than Oct. 1, 2021.  

 

mailto:oriana@telus.net
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Yet another great loss to the dog community.  

Doug owned pure-bred dogs since he was 10 years old (Boxers & American Cockers). He purchased his first 

Golden Retriever in 1971 and followed that with a Flat-Coated Retriever in 1975 and a Belgian Shepherd in 1980. 

He also bred Barbet and Schipperke. Doug bred Champions in all five breeds under the Butterblanc prefix. He bred 
over 150 litters of Golden and Flat Coated Retrievers and two litters of Belgian Sheepdogs, producing well over 150 

Canadian Champions and 82 American Champions, which included Best In Show winning Golden and Flat Coated 

Retrievers and Schipperke. His Flat Coats have been #1 in Canada for at least 15 different years.  

Doug was an AKC Breeder of Merit for Tervuren, AKC Breeder of Merit (Bronze) for Golden Retrievers and AKC 

Breeder of Merit (silver) for Flat-Coated Retrievers as well as a CKC Master Breeder and CKC International 

Master Breeder. He also owned and bred several Obedience and Agility Champions. 

Doug was the founder of the Flat-Coated Retriever Society of Canada and was a CKC Life member, a life member 

of the Kitchener-waterloo Kennel Club and President of the Elora Gorge Kennel Club and Southwestern Ontario 

All Retriever Society. He has been a respected All-Breeds judge for well over 20 years and has judged across 
Canada and the US as well as in Venezuela, Colombia, Argentina, Mexico, Costa Rica, Hong Kong, China, Japan, 

Australia, Philippines, and New Zealand.  

As recalled by Janet McLean, who considered Doug a mentor: 

 “As I know Doug best through the Golden Retriever breed, that will be the focus of my words & thoughts. 

Doug formed his vision, his idea of what a Golden Retriever should be very early in his tenure with the breed and 

he steadfastly stayed true to that ideal, that vision, that image of our breed throughout his decades of involvement.  

While many other breeders ran toward this fad or that fad, Doug did not. Instead, he sought out tried n true 

kennels like Sundance & Malagold. Kennels which were guided by like minded equally dedicated Golden Retriever 

breeders. 

Doug incorporated their dogs while developing his own lines of Golden Retrievers which embodied his image of 

what a Golden Retriever should be. That being a dog sound in mind & body which would enable it to earn titles on 

both ends of its name. 

His decades of dedication to that ideal of the Golden Retriever resulted in many, very many, goldens who did just 

that.  

As a respected, knowledgeable judge of the Golden Retriever breed, Doug was known & appreciated for rewarding 

a good female specimen of the breed.  

Supporting the belief that your breed, your kennel is based on the strength of your bitches. 

Doug belonged to that elite club of Golden Retriever breeder judges who knew every facet of and every subtle 
nuance of the breed. Because of his depth of breed knowledge, Doug drew a good entry as Golden Retriever 

breeders who bred for a classic ideal of the breed always entered under him knowing they would get a good look. 

Ontario Director 

Connie Johnson 
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His hands, eyes & mind were masters at assessing the dogs entered under him. Not only could you learn through 

his placements of the dogs entered under him, but you could also learn a lot by watching his hands go over a dog. 

I am personally indebted to Doug. 

When I found myself at a starting over yet again point in breeding Golden Retrievers, I knew exactly where I 

wanted to go. 

To Doug & his Butterblac Goldens. Over the decades, Doug had developed a reputation of producing Golden 

Retrievers who were healthy, correct in structure & had a predictable golden temperament.  

When I approached Doug and asked him for his help, he said yes!!! 

We did a couple of co breedings with a female of his. 

We would discuss the breedings, the dogs and lines involved. 

He would come over and evaluate the litters. 

Even though I learned so much from Doug, I know I only scratched the surface of the knowledge he possessed 

about the breed.  

I still carry with me all that Doug taught me about all things golden.” 

Doug’s commitment and contributions to the dog community were undeniable and his loss profound. 

We extend our Deepest Condolences to Wendy and his family.  

 

 

 

Link to Doug’s obituary 

https://www.henrywalser.com/memorials/douglas-windsor/4695976/index.php?fbclid=IwAR0Tfo1pCebtm24-

aeEA457Gh0MTCRBL-jNAeRJ3_OsC5YN3XGP4ECC0jt8  

 

 

 

https://www.henrywalser.com/memorials/douglas-windsor/4695976/index.php?fbclid=IwAR0Tfo1pCebtm24-aeEA457Gh0MTCRBL-jNAeRJ3_OsC5YN3XGP4ECC0jt8
https://www.henrywalser.com/memorials/douglas-windsor/4695976/index.php?fbclid=IwAR0Tfo1pCebtm24-aeEA457Gh0MTCRBL-jNAeRJ3_OsC5YN3XGP4ECC0jt8
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On August 23rd, the GRCA Breeder education Committee is offering a webinar entitled Andrew 
Brace and Donald Sturz - A Conversation.  And what is the conversation?  At its genesis are 
articles Andrew has written over the years about 'Why Breeds Change' and ‘Moderation’.  While 
the focus will be on Golden Retrievers, this is pertinent to all breeds and will explore the shared 
responsibilities of breeders and judges for maintaining the ‘primarily a Scottish hunting dog’ that is 
the description of our Goldens. 
 

Because Andrew is in Wales, this webinar will be at 1:00 pm PDT on Monday, August 23rd - that 
will be 9 pm for Andrew.  Donald is in New York so it will be at 4 pm Eastern time, 3 pm CDT, 2 
pm MDT Time.  If you possibly can, you’ll want to attend the webinar because these subjects will 
engender many questions.   

You can register for the webinar here. 

You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 

When: Aug 23, 2021 01:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Topic: Dr. Donald Sturz and Andrew Brace - A conversation 

 

Register in advance for this webinar: 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xgmwdnKeREOeEoyuqiJlDw  

 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 

 
If you have any problems registering or if you have any questions, please contact us 
at info@breederseducation.com  

 

 

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_xgmwdnKeREOeEoyuqiJlDw
mailto:info@breederseducation.com
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