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Hello again,  

Well the COVID isolation continues, and continues, and continues, very few dog events across the 
country, not sure when things will start rolling again, welcome to the New Normal!  

Your GRCC Board of Directors has been busy, with the help of members like you pitching in on 
committees to update Awards, Hall of Fame, Constitution & Bylaws and the Breed Standard. Also!! 
we now again have credit card payments through the website (thanks to Rob Paterson our 1st. VP 
& Webmaster! and our Treasurer Wendy Galt) to help with membership renewals, fund raising, 
ticket purchases and hopefully merchandise (more information on membership renewals can be 
found on page 97). The GRCC is offering to qualifying members a no fee listing on our club 
Breeders’ List.  We are also offering an introductory first year free Provisional membership to first 
time members when sponsored by a current Ordinary member in good standing. 

Like I said we have been busy!  

We are looking at the possibility of doing educational Zoom events on different topics.  If there is a 
topic you would like to see and be involved in please forward your suggestions to your area 
Director. 

Liz and I are very fortunate to now live in Victoria. It is more than just living in beautiful B.C. There 
have been very few COVID cases here on Vancouver Island, so although we are following social 
distancing and mask wearing and keeping our circle of contacts fairly small, life here is pretty much 
as normal as it can be. 

Our Obedience club started running classes again in September and we even had a trial last month 
(October).  It was so good to get out with the dogs and do something other than walking them. 
Don't get me wrong, it is not that I don't like walking our dogs, I love it! but something different is 
always welcome. 

I hope with the development of a vaccine we can start returning to a somewhat more normal life 
over time, but only time will tell. 

Please stay healthy and safe! 

Have a Happy Holiday Season! 

I look forward to seeing everyone in Calgary for the National next 
summer! 

 

Bruce Russell  

~ President’s Message ~ 

Bruce Russell 

 Kobler 
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3 years. It has been 3 years since I foolishly said, “What the heck, I’ll do the newsletter”. Reminds me of 
when I started teaching, I had no intention of spending 25 years doing the same job. Never! Life is too 
short! Well, 31 years later there I was, retiring. I don’t think I’ll live long enough for 31 years of publishing 
the Leaves.  

Life has been pretty busy out here in Nova Scotia. So much to explore, trees to identify, brooks and 
waterfalls to gaze at. A trip to see the Bluenose and wow, that ship takes your breath away! Now that it is 
getting cooler, I take particular joy in heating the house with deadfall I’ve gathered up. I can spend that 
heating $ on dog fun! 

Oh, and dog training! We got some training days in and the boys have had great fun this fall. At the 
Maritime Golden Retriever Club WC test, Toule earned his WCI and Danno his WCX. A fun day indeed! 
Thanks Joan Carey for capturing the memory photo! 

I absolutely echo what Bruce said. This club has been BUSY! Next issue, the 2020 HOF recipients as well as 
the 2020 Versatility Certificate recipients will be featured. Coming soon, the HOF dogs through history will 
be added to the GRCC website. The GRCC Members Only FB page is growing – your place to engage with 
other members. Committees are busy working on updating the Versatility Certificate criteria, Policy and 
Procedures, Awards and more. I’m proud of this club and the work being done! I hope you are too! Feeling 
grumbly about something? Just let us know! Contact your President, Director or me. . .we are all here to 
listen and help you out with any concerns at all.  

 

 

 

~ Editor’s Desk~ 

Jill Cairns 

 

This issue is a full one! Grab a cup of coffee or tea. Perhaps a glass 
of wine and enjoy. As always, please send me anything at all that 
you would like to see included in the next issue! Deadlines are the 
15th of February, May, August and November.  

Many thanks to those that have sent me articles for this issue. I 
couldn’t do it without you!  

I laughed until I had tears reading the reprinted article “How To 
Hang Around Dog Shows”. Makes me think you just might be 
seeing a few Blast From The Past articles in future editions.  

Merry Christmas to each and every one of you!  Stay safe and warm 
in the coming months! 

 

Jill 

goldnz@eastlink.ca  
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The Goose Story 
By   Harry Clarke Noyes ARCS NEWS, Vol. 7, No. 1, January 1 

  

THE GOOSE STORY
Falt is quickly approaching, so this fatl when you see geese heading south for the win-
ter...flying along in V formation...you might consider what science has discovered as to
why they fly that way.

As each bird flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following.

By flying in V formation the whole flock adds at least TLVo greater flying range' than if
each bird flew on its own.

People who share a common direction and sense of community can get where they are
going more quickly and easily because they are traveling on the thrust of one another.

When a goose falls out of formation it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to
go it alone...and quickly...gets back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power
of the bird in front.
If we have as much sense as a goose we will stay in formation with those who are headed
the same way we are.

When the head goose gets tired it rotates back in the wing and another goose flies point.

It is sensible to take turns doing demanding jobs...with people or with geese flying south.

Geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up their speed.

What do we say when we honk from behind?

Finally, and this is important, when a goose gets sick, or is wounded by gunshots, and
falls out of formation, two other geese fall out with that goose and follow it dorvn to lend
help and protection. They stay with the fallen goose until it is able to fly, or until it dies'
and only then do they launch out, on their own, or with another formation, to catch up
with their group.
If we have the sense of a goose, we will stand by each other like that!

This rnight be n g00d. tiyne for eoch of us t0 d.o a little in'trospection.
Eyalunte ourselyes...lur r'n)n contribwtion to our locnl clubs, I{nti.onal
clubs, flriend;, fetlow exhibitors a.rld to t/,te spltlt of the dog i,tself.
We nll sl,tnre a, clrnvnlrl interest a,s fi)ell a's A' c0wtn00n g0a'1. So letts cln-
tinue to floch together a.nd t0 "...fly the tuny that the nti'ld,geese -fI),."

Hnpp1, Tai.k To Tou,
Christi'ne SnlyeY5

SHo\\'SlcHl- l\lAcAZtN!- / Nollrtstn I993
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Thank you to Ainslie Mills for the following educational links! There is always more to 
learn! 

The AKC and its Canine Health Foundation have a lot of interesting articles and 
resources for breeders and fanciers.  Check it 
out.  https://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/   

  

They have a new article on Pigmentary Uveitis diagnosis 
criteria: https://www.akcchf.org/educational-resources/library/articles/diagnostic-
criteria-for-1.html 

  

This article is up to date on genetic testing: 

https://www.akcchf.org/educational-
resources/library/articles/CANINE_GENETIC_TESTING_07-28-2020_FINAL_with-
links.pdf  

  

Ainslie Mills 

mailto:oriana@telus.net 
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DILLON GOES TO THE EYE CLINIC –  reprinted with permission of the author 

Last week was the annual Eye Clinic.  As usual, I had asked for a late afternoon appointment so I could ride Corsair 
first.  And tire Dillon out, of course.  So after a run or two in the field I load Hayley and Dillon, collar and leash-less, 
into the car and head to the clinic.   

As I pull into the parking lot Dillon sees other dogs and realizes this is An Event.  I know I have to let Mr. Me First, 
Me First out first, so when the Eye Drop Lady approaches, I open the back door and reach for his collar and leash.  
Dillon thinks for some reason that Something Is Happening and He Might Miss It.  Since Hayley is nearer the door, 
this involves all four legs being on the back of the seat and Dillon being sideways as he crawls over Hayley; don’t ask 
me how he does it.   

As he makes a flying leap into the parking lot, I grab for any body part I can reach, and manage to grab an ear.  No 
doubt this is somewhat painful, so he starts yelling at me.  I grab his scruff with my other hand, then switch to scruff 
with both hands.  Now I’m dragging him toward the car to the tune of “You Bad Dog, Shame On You, How Dare 
You Jump Out Of The Car Without Permission, Blah Blah Blah”.  He’s on his butt, scootching backwards, and I’m 
hauling him inch-by-barking-inch toward the car, hanging on with a not-so-secure grip. 

The Eye Drop Lady is coming in to help.  Meanwhile, all of my friends and a number of my acquaintances are on the 
other side of the parking lot, laughing so hard they can barely stand.  But despite being bent over double, they manage 
to come out with some original witticisms about “professional dog trainers” and “we know a good school”, etc.  
Finally Dillon bows to the inevitable and leaps into the car, turning in mid-air to attempt flight once again. 

So now I’m smacking him, yelling the “shame on you” line.  And now he’s balancing on his back legs, boxing with me, 
yelling back.  Finally I call it a draw and reach for the collar again.  Once I get him out on the sidewalk, he’s barking 
and jumping, whomping me in the chest with his paws, barking in my face, barking and jumping, etc. etc.  The Eye 
Drop Lady retreats, suggesting I take him for a little walk first. 

Finally Dillon catches on that he is the only thing Happening, and calms down.  We get the eye drops into his eyes 
without further trouble, and then he goes back into the car.  Now it’s Hayley’s turn.  As soon as Dillon hears me 
saying her name, he grabs her and starts humping away, so she can’t move.  More hilarity from the audience, as the 
car bounces around.  Hayley, however, has had enough.  Turning her head slightly, she gives him “The Look”.  Dillon 
ceases and desists immediately.  (Hayley is obviously the boss in my household.  She makes eye contact with Dillon 
and gets instant respect.  I can have a fight with him and he thinks it’s foreplay.) 

We eventually do make it in to see the vet.  Dr. Hyde has morphed into Mr. Butter Wouldn’t Melt, and he sits 
perfectly for Dr. Blouin, earning compliments on his good behaviour. (Obviously the office is soundproof, and she 
alone has missed all the entertainment.) 

You know, Dillon can gather a crowd just by coming out of the crate.  The other day I was judging, yes JUDGING, 
you understand, a sanction match.  Lunch time.  Time to take the dogs out.  This time Dillon already has his pinch 
collar on, so it’s only a matter of attaching the leash.  But Dillon has been eyeballing me all morning, watching my 
every move as I talk to people and OTHER DOGS.  Naturally he feels it necessary to share his displeasure, as he 
shoots out of the crate at warp speed.  So it’s back to his stock in trade, BARK JUMP BASH, BARK JUMP BASH, as I 
try to attach the leash.  Quite an exercise in eye to hand coordination.  Try it some time; believe me, it’s much 
harder when it’s a moving target. 

Judges usually get a lot of respect in these parts, sometimes even more respect at matches than at licensed trials. 
Sometimes.  Not always. 

I always thought my dogs would bring me fame and fortune. Well, fame anyway.  I just never thought it would be like 
this.                              

 

Gail Wormington motchreba@gmail.com originally published May 2000 
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Well as we continue with the COVID restrictions we are starting to develop ways to 
start some dog events while keeping everyone safe. 
 
The end of Aug a one day all breed dog show was held by NACA in Edmonton. They 
had a limited entry and it filled up in a very short time period, I heard it was full in 10 
mins but not sure if that is true. From all accounts it was very well run, following all 
COVID restrictions, and everyone gave positive feedback. 
Not sure when the next conformation event will be but whenever it is and however it 
looks we will be there having fun with our dogs. 
 
Nose work trials, barn hunt trials and some agility trials have all been going on in 
small numbers but those that have been attending have embraced the events and 
they are being run safely during this trying time.  
 
I also attended a Temperament Test in Aug with 2 of my dogs. It was held in Calgary 
and had a large attendance. It ran well and allowed great social distancing while still 
being able to visit from a distance. It was great to see people and their dogs after so 
long. 
 
In Dec I will be attending a Canine Good Neighbour test, in Calgary, and I can’t wait 
to see some of my dog friends. 
 
I know I have missed some events that are slowly starting up, but you get the idea. 
We may not be having our big shows but we are trying to carry on when it is safe to 
do so. We all miss seeing each other and working with our dogs but hopefully soon 
we will be able to have shows again. 
 
Meanwhile have a look at what is happening in your area that you can participate in 
with your dogs. Maybe this is a great time to try something new. As I said in my last 
update I did Trick titles at home with my dogs this spring and had fun doing it. Never 
would I have thought I would be doing trick titles with my dogs! 
 So open your minds and hearts to new ideas and skills you can do with your canine  
friends. 
 
Well not much else to report, hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and enjoy 
your canine friends. 
 
Lynn Walker                       GRCC Director of Alberta 

~Alberta Director~ 

Lynn Walker 
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  New Life Member! 

 

MARG BETHUNE  
 
I am very happy to welcome Marg Bethune to Life Membership in the Golden Retriever 
Club of Canada! 
Marg has been a long serving and hardworking member of the GRCC, this is a well-
deserved honour for Marg's Outstanding Contribution to the Club. 
I met Marg during my first stint on the GRCC Board in the late nineties, we were both 
much younger then! I remember being very impressed by her work ethic and 
organizations skills, something I respect as I have to constantly work at both just to get by! 
As the years rolled on my respect for Marg grew, even though we were only seeing each 
other when the National Specialty came around, I was always impressed by how much of 
the work Marg would take on, even behind the scenes, Marg's work was often like an 
iceberg you only saw 10% of what she actually did. 
My Sincere Congratulations to Marg Bethune  
 
Bruce Russell 
 

 
 
 



 11 

 

  New Honorary Member! 
 
JOHN MacDONALD 
 
A long over due acknowledgment for a man that did so much for our Club! 
Honorary Membership has been bestowed on John MacDonald! 
John was President of the GRCC from 1997-2001 and was the architect of the 
resurrection of the Hall of Fame. After the HOF inception in the eighties with a 
massive amount of work from Carol Lee and her Committee to get it up and 
published, there was a constant search by Carol and the Club to have it all 
transferred to computer as the original HOF was all done before the age of 
personal computers. John took this on as well as being club President he was the 
driving force behind the second generation of the HOF publishing in 2000 followed 
by another publishing a couple of years later. John and others continued to keep 
the HOF stats until around 2008.  
It is with great pride that I am able to see John honoured in this way, I only wish he 
was still with us today so we could have bestowed this honour on him in person. 
 
Bruce Russell 
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  New Honorary Member! 
BOB COX 
 
This is a long overdue acknowledgement, for a special man! 
Honorary Membership has been bestowed on Bob Cox! 
A man who, I wish I had known better, I can't exactly remember when I first met Bob 
& Ester, I was not into competitive obedience, I worked hard enough to title my dogs 
but never caught the competitive bug for that area of dog sport. Bob came on the 
GRCC board around the time I was leaving the executive I think we overlapped 
when I was Past President for a year when he was Ontario Director.  
I do remember rather vividly standing at the podium at the awards banquet with Bob, 
when I was President (my first time around) already to give out our wonderful 
trophies and then being told the awards chair had forgotten the list of awards. So 
there Bob and I were, standing in front of all who came to the awards dinner fumbling 
around trying to announce anything! Was not a fun experience for either of us, it was 
as if we were standing there in our underwear! But one I will always remember! LOL! 
 
Bob was a force, he loved his dogs, he loved this club, he was very good at talking 
you into doing things and making you think it was your idea, he was everyone's 
friend and he made you feel special, that is a rare individual! 
 I again wish we could have bestowed this honour on Bob while he was still with us, 
we all miss you Bob! 
 
Bruce Russell 
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Happy Fall everyone! 

I hope everyone continues to stay safe and healthy.  

The Golden Retriever community in Ontario has remained dormant, however a few Goldens did emerge 
for the few shows that did manage to go on despite the pandemic. I also understand are a few new 
Champions among the membership. If you did happen to attend any of the shows and would like to share 
your results please drop me an email and I will include them in the next newsletter! ambertru@bell.net . If 
you have any news at all to share, I would love to hear from you! 

If you are looking for something fun to do with your dog during lockdown, you should consider a Trick Dog 
title. Your tricks can be videotaped and submitted digitally for your socially distant title "#$% Here is the link 
to “Do More With Your Dog” that will guide you through the process. 
https://www.domorewithyourdog.com/trickdog/index.php?option=com_content&view=featured&Itemid=10
1 

Hopefully, there will be some fun new titles to announce and share in our next newsletter!! 

 

GR Ichthyosis2 

A couple of months ago I wrote an article about a study I was involved in researching the gene for a new 
strain of GR Ichthyosis. As a recap, this new strain is like the original as in it presents as flakey skin, 
however it can be much more severe as it was in my experience.  

I am extremely happy to announce that thanks to the dedication of a few breeders and researchers, the 
gene has been identified and we now have a DNA test available for GR Ichthyosis 2 through Penn Vet. 
Below is a link to the test. You must first set up an account and select GR Ichthyosis 2 and follow 
instructions on the page. 

https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/academic-departments/clinical-sciences-advanced-medicine/research-
labs-centers/penngen/penngen-tests 

Many thanks to Dr Margaret Casal (PennVet), Dr Tosso Leeb (Institute of Genetics, University of Bern) and 
his wonderful assistant Sarah Kiener for dedicating their time and expertise to identifying the gene and 
developing a test that is so important for our breed.  

Connie Johnson 

Ontario Director GRCC 

 

 

 

~ Ontario Director ~ 

Connie Johnson 
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How to Hang Around Dog Shows 

By Jean Thompson    (reprinted from the Golden Leaves) 

 

I direct my remarks today to the novice fancier, because unlike many doggy people, I a) am aware that you 
exist, and b) have sympathy for you.  I also want to write about it because I am, simply, an expert on the 
subject. 

Let’s look at the first phase of dog ownership, that pre-van, conceal-your-ignorance phase.  This is when 
you have your first dog, you’re starting to get to know the breed, maybe you’ve gone to an obedience class, 
you may even have joined your breed club.  You probably don’t exhibit yet but are summoning up the 
courage to try.  You go to shows and eye armbands with envy. 

You know, you really should just kick back and enjoy this stage.  Dog shows are one of the few places left in 
adult life where you can get away with just hanging around, unless of course you work for the government. 

It is critically important that you adopt a certain pose while hanging out at shows.  By this I mean looking 
casual, looking informed, looking busy, and most of all, exuding the overall impression that you know what 
you are doing.  But don’t go overboard.  If you get too proficient at this-you get the bad perm, you take up 
smoking, you learn how to stride furiously through crowds-you are in danger of having a Real Breeder or 
Exhibitor actually deign to talk to you. 

You’ll be standing ringside, and a doggy person will come up and say, “Well, she only took two points 
because the puppy bitch that went reserve had to be moved up from the classes, so her brother went 
opposite to the hypotenuse of the triangle. * 

* My dog lost. 

Normal, sane, lite-rock type people, the kind who don’t buy vehicles solely on the basis of how many vari-
kennels fit across the back, might ask the doggy person to translate.  Resist.  If you reply “hunh?” the doggy 
person will shoot you a glare so withering that you will dissolve into a greasy puddle of ooze that a ring 
steward will later mop up, making your decision to attend the post-show party somewhat of an irrelevance. 

The proper response in this situation is to pretend you’re a deaf mute.  Nod sagely, flail briefly with your 
hands, then scramble back home to try to figure out what the hell was said.  Unfortunately, in this phase, 
your dog library consists of thin paperback books published by the same people who do Cliff notes, with 
titles like “You and Your Puppy, He Pees, You Yell”, and chapters that begin, “The hair on your dog’s body 
is called a “coat”. 

Sooner or later, though, you will be trapped into a conversation at a show.  So my next piece of advice is, 
know your audience. 
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The key people are the following: 

 

Judges.  You can identify them easily; they are wearing carnations, most of them are men, and all of them 
are dressed better than you.  They are white. 

Professional handlers.  See above, only subtract the carnations and add a facial expression that reads, 
simply, “Die.”  They are also recognized by the tiny thunderclouds hovering over their heads wherever they 
go.  They will not speak to you, unless perhaps you are on fire. 

Breeders.  This is tough, because many breeders are exhibitors and vice-versa.  Both will talk you into a 
stupor, but plain old exhibitors are generally more involved with the real world.  The only surefire way to 
determine if you’re dealing with a breeder is to interrupt and casually ask her where she parked her car.  
The true breeder will hand you a business card and not pause at all, except maybe for a slight widening of 
the eyes.  She will then vaguely paw the air and continue reciting a five-generation pedigree of every dog in 
the ring, including clearances, obedience titles and their bathroom habits as a puppy.  Meanwhile, her 
vehicle has been towed to Ogden, Utah. 

Husbands.  These are the pathetic souls wandering around like insects in a dust storm, totally bewildered, 
and tripping over extension cords.  Ignore them.  In the hierarchy of Dog Show Beings, they are even lower 
than you. 

Women with strollers.  These people are about to make a big mistake.  Already bogged down by 
motherhood, their unthinking, beer-swilling, needle-necked polecat of a husband has mentioned to them 
that morning that “Hey, there’s a dog show on, let’s go look at the Labs.”  (Or Dalmatians or Shorthairs or 
any other lunatic, amphetamine-based breed).  Several hours later they are seen leaving the show grounds, 
him blissful in the knowledge that their two puppies will be ready to go next week, her secure in the 
knowledge that if she files now, she can probably get halvsies on his pension for the rest of his life. 

My second piece of advice is, stay away from specialties for at least two years, or until dog number four, 
whichever comes first.  Your brain will register data overload and a lobotomy might be indicated.  If you’re 
not sure whether you’ve accidentally wandered into a specialty, a key clue will be that all the dogs look the 
same.  If you’re still not sure, grab a catalogue.  If it lists impossibly weird categories such as Bred By My 
Uncle Dave During a Big Snowstorm in Ohio One Year, or Puppies Who May Turn Out OK But Who Are 
Inexcusably Leggy Right Now, you’re at a specialty. 

On to the rest of the show.  It can be broken up into four venues:  Ringside, The Alley of Expensive Doo-
Dads, The Bad Food Place and The Room of the Flammable Poodles. 

Ringside.   One simple rule: don’t talk at ringside.  (Actually, this goes for everybody except me).  Get 
there early, and annoy the usual clot of Urgent Whisperers by sitting smack dab in the front row.  They will 
spread out on either side of you and talk over your lap.  Your role is to look smug, and eavesdrop.  The 
subtlety here is to ignore almost everything they are saying.  (Trust me on this point.  I was an Urgent 
Whisperer for many ears, and anybody who knows anything is either in the ring or marking their catalogue 
in silence.)  The only thing you are trying to pick up from them is what class is being shown. 

This is one of the trickier points of being a novice fancier, because a dog show for many years is essentially 
a Mystery Parade of Dogs, with participants chosen randomly by the Dog Show Fairy.  I can remember not 
so very long ago someone asking me at a show what class they were judging, and I very suavely replied, 
“Goldens.”  I have since moved. 
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No, no, mes amis, it is of course not that simple.  Think of it as an allegory for life itself: the boys go first.  
You have your puppies, divided into two classes:  “Very Unmanageable” and “High on Leg”.  After winners 
are chosen there, you go on to the “Open” class, which generally means they’re for sale because they didn’t 
finish as a puppy.  Then you have other various categories that nobody ever seems to enter, like “Bred 
When the Stud I Really Wanted Came up Sterile”.  These tend to be very interesting. 

 

After all the “class” winners are decided, there is a competition for Winners Dog and Reserve Winners 
Dog, the latter being given to the number two dog if the number one dog fails his swimsuit competition. 

Then the whole thing is repeated for the girls.  At the end, all the winners (but not you) enter the 
“specials”, or “handler’s” ring, to compete for Best of Breed, with all dogs, male or female, whose owners 
have already paid a certain amount (over $1000) in entry fees for the past fiscal year.  Provided it is a 
month that ends in “r”.  If it isn’t, you turn to the exhibitor on your left and pass him the Queen of Spades, 
automatically bestowing on your dog the title “Best of Opposite Sex”.  This award is for the male dog that 
would make the best representative if it were really a bitch, and vice-versa.  It just drips with prestige, and 
generally you have to know someone to get it. 

But before you get too confused, let’s move on!  It’s time to enter the Room of the Flammable Poodles, a 
place that exudes an unmistakable ambience, there is a definite mood to this room, yes, you can actually feel 
the aura of…of…Cigarette Death.  It swirls about the room in an officious cloud, pungent streams of 
carcinogens swept along by gale force winds from blow dryers that have the same horsepower as a Honda 
Civic. 

Don your gas mask and let us walk sideways among the grooming tables, taking care not to drip over the 
snangle of orange extension cords and vari-kennels filled with Kleenex-sized yapping white dogs with 
excessive hair and no eyes. 

The Room of the Flammable Poodles is an interesting study in human nature.  It illustrates the theory that 
anthropologists have about crowded cities, namely that human societies learn to live together by developing 
a strong sense of personal space.  You know, your personal bubble?  Nowhere is this bubble more evident 
than in the Room of the Flammable Poodles.  This bubble is bulletproof.  You can practically have sex on a 
grooming table and no one will notice.  They certainly will not notice when, say, your Landseer Newf 
suddenly becomes completely black, via a process as obscure as the Miracle of Fatima. 

The other thing about this Room is, it’s loud.  There are the afore-mentioned blowdryers, the clippers, and 
the P.A. system, but most of all, there are dogs.  Dogs of all sizes and shapes, barking in vehement protest 
at being turned into Poofter Dogs from the Planet Pantywaist.  You tend to hear snatches of conversation, 
like: 

“Well, what did she expect?  She never sharpens her blades.  The dog looked like it was in chemotherapy.  I 
couldn’t BELIEVE it when she took breed.  I think she slept with the judge.” 

“Gross. Do you have any more chalk?” 

“Ginger, stop it.  Ginger.  Ginger!!!  Oh shit!  Somebody grab her!!!” 

And 

“…So then I said to her, why would I pay good money for something called Furstarter?  It just doesn’t 
sound right, you know?” 
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Now it’s time for our wander down the Alley of Expensive Doo-Dads.  People possessing an actual budget 
are advised to skip this part of the tour. 

Things to skip.  Ceramic cream pitchers shaped like a Doberman Pinscher.  3-D velvet art of bulldogs 
playing poker, collector plates of Elvis singing to your breed, flyswatters in the shape of dog bones, wind 
chimes made of dog teeth, a stained glass replica of two dogs achieving a tie, keychains that depict the north 
end of a southbound Chow. 

Things to drool over.  Dog food that costs more per pound than plutonium, choke chains that are nicer 
than your anniversary jewelry, ex-pens made by de Beers, sweatshirts you would be happy to be buried in, 
crate beds that cost more than your first car. 

Things to be confused by.  Shampoo, especially the kind that is concentrated 200:1, with ingredients like 
“essence of crushed pineal gland” and “soothing extract of camel rump”. 

Things to buy.  Note cards. 

After cruising down this wallet-wrenching alley, you’ve worked up a big appetite, so it’s on to the Bad Food 
Place.  Generally, novice fanciers are pretty safe here, in that everyone is rather absorbed with the delicate 
acrobatics that lunchtime at a dog show demand:  one eye on the clock, one arm clutching the stomach, 
one hand shoveling a hotdog in the mouth, the other gripping a number of leads, holding the catalogue and 
several ribbons in a chicken-like grip under the arm, jostling other exhibitors on their way to the trash can, 
elbowing the person who just burned you with a cigarette, and describing, with mime-like precision, the 
parentage of the judge who just dumped your specials bitch for a class puppy with no coat.  And obedience 
people say show people aren’t coordinated. 

Novice fanciers who make it through all four venues with their wallets, self-esteem and stomach intact 
generally move into Phase 2 of dog ownership (“handling personal bankruptcy”).  At the risk of sounding 
immodest, this too is a subject I can expand upon with some expertise.  But maybe later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Greetings from the West Coast.  2020 is drawing to its end soon! 
 Membership renewal notices will be going out to the membership. Jane and Rob will have 
 news on that!!  Take advantage of the additional convenient payment option that is now in 
 place! 
  
 As of today November 15, 2020 the GRCC bank balance is $41,802.25 
  
 All the best to all for 2021!! 
  
 Cheers, 
 Wendy 
 

~Treasurer’s Report~ 

Wendy Galt 
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Effective October 1, 2020, several changes will go into effect regarding the cardiac certification programs administered by
the OFA.  

At the direction of the American College of Veterinary Internal Medicine (ACVIM) Cardiology Specialty Group, the Advanced
Cardiac Exams will REQUIRE an echocardiogram as part of the exam protocol.  This change is to maximize the accuracy
and utility of the certification program, and will help ensure that forms of heart disease (congenital or acquired) that may be
difficult or impossible to identify on auscultation alone do not go undetected.  Only echocardiographic examinations
performed by board-certified veterinary cardiologists will be accepted (DACVIM/DECVIM Cardiology).  All other existing
criteria remain in place.  The dog must be a minimum of 12 months of age at the time of the exam.  And the exam has a two-
tiered clearance structure which includes a congenital cardiac disease clearance valid for the life of the dog, and an adult
onset disease clearance valid for 12 months.  Additionally, Boxers and Doberman Pinschers require a Holter ECG within 3
months of the exam for a final clearance.
 
Going forward, the legacy clearance program known as the Congenital Cardiac Database will be renamed the Basic Cardiac
Database.  Basic Cardiac Exams are essentially auscultation only exams. The exams can be performed by any licensed
veterinarian.  The expertise of the examiner will continue to be noted by a suffix in the clearance number: P for general
practitioners, S for specialists, and C for cardiologists.  Normal and equivocal exam results will no longer reference
congenital disease specifically, but refer to cardiac disease in general. Abnormal exams should indicate the suspected
disease.  Echocardiograms are no longer included in the Basic Cardiac Exam protocol. Since acquired heart disease may
develop later, Basic Cardiac Exam clearances remain valid for one year, and annual examinations are recommended. 
 
The following chart summarizes the exam protocols going forward:

M I N I M U M  A G E  F O R  C E R T I F I C A T I O N 12 Months 12 Months

E X A M I N E R  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S Any licensed
veterinarian

Cardiologist ONLY
(DACVIM/Cardiology)

E X A M  M E T H O D S  

C L E A R A N C E  S T R U C T U R E
Normal cardiovascular exam -
heart disease is not evident

Two-tiered clearance - congenital
disease & adult onset disease 

V A L I D I T Y  P E R I O D
One year, annual exams are
recommended

Adult onset disease - valid for 12
months; annual exams are
recommended. Congenital cardiac
disease clearance - valid for l i fe

AUSCULTATION

ECHOCARDIOGRAM

ELECTROCARDIOGRAM

HOLTER ECG

Required

N/A

N/A

N/A

Required

Required

Optional
Required for Boxers & Doberman
Pinchers



 19 

 
 

 

 

                                     
Big Hello from the Atlantic Bubble. It is hard to believe that we have completed the summer and now into 
the cold weather season. I am so pleased that we are enjoying our Atlantic bubble, and everyone is staying 
safe. 

As we continue in the new normal it appears our club has been making several changes and making our 
members more informed on National Issues and working hard to keep our members better informed.  
Areas that have been changed or in the process of change.  

Breed Standard changes. In total, out of the 164 eligible voters 83, or 50.60%, submitted their vote. 
There were no incomplete ballots, one ballot was deemed spoiled due to being submitted well past the 
published deadline for voting. 

Jill Cairns has developed a Facebook page that will be more interactive with Club 
Members.  It is for members to be able to post photos and activities that they are working 
on. 

A Committee has been working extremely hard to update Annual Awards. 

The fee for the Breeder's List will be free commencing 2021.  

 Notice to members  
 
The Golden Retriever Club of Canada is offering to new puppy owners and would like to welcome 
you to the Golden Retriever community and are offering you a complimentary one-year provisional 
membership. This membership is available to new members who are referred by a member in good 
standing of the Golden Retriever Club of Canada and who are willing to agree to abide by the 
club's code of ethics.  
To claim your complimentary membership, please visit the Golden Retriever Club of Canada 
website https://grcc.net/index.php/sample-page/joining-the-grcc/ and complete the online 
membership application form. In the comments section please enter the name of your referrer and 
the notation "Complimentary Membership".  
The Golden Retriever Club of Canada is comprised of individuals who are breeders, exhibitors and 
pet owners who would be happy to share their expertise. The club sponsors events throughout the 
year and offers information on dog related activities and health clinics. We welcome you to our 
Golden family. 
 

GRCC 2021 National 

The Golden Retriever Club of Canada 2021 National will be held July 30 – August 2 in beautiful Alberta! 

 

~Atlantic Director~ 

Frank MacArthur 

 

 

 



 20 

We are looking get a committee together to produce a Policy and Procedures Manual for the club. So, if 
anyone is interested please contact Bruce Russell president of GRCC at bruce.w.russell@shaw.ca 

 

I would also like to announce that: 

John MacDonald & Bob Cox have been given GRCC Honorary Memberships. 

And Further, 

Marg Bethune has been given GRCC Life Membership.   

Congratulations to All members that achieved titles and 
awards over the past year.  

=============================================================== 

GRCC MEMBERS BRAGS IN THE ATLANTIC REGION  

Catherine Veysey has been working extremely hard with her three dogs and has a lot to brag about. 
Congratulations Catherine  

 

MURPHY,  Goldendream’s Paddy Murphy’s Law WCX, TDX, RE, MH, CGN was successful in obtaining 
Grand Master Hunter Title at the Sunpoke Hinting Retriever Club Hunt test in September. 

 

Goldendreams Ready Set Go WCX, CDX, TDX, RE, MH, CGN (Race) earned his Master Hunter Title at 
the Sunpoke Hunting Retriever Club Hunt Test in September. 
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Zaniris High Flying Golden Boy WCX, SH, (Flyer) earned his Senior Hunter Title at the PEI Retriever Club 
Hunt Test in August. 

Quyen Kennels   

I am incredibly pleased to add another Canadian Champion to Quyen Kennels, 

 

  

New Champion Quyen's Magical Qucinda 16 months old and finished in two weekends. 

Mary & Cliff Bluechart have a new member to their family   

Introducing Fyreglo’s Beyond Our Wildest Dreams “Lucas”. Competing in his first show as a Baby Puppy at 
the Miramichi NB Kennel Club. Handled to two BBPIG wins handled by Tory Clark. Owned and loved by 
Mary and Cliff Bluechardt. A younger brother for Humber and JustB. Keep an eye out for Lucas! He had a 
ball and loved everything about his first show experience from the road trip to the hotel to the show ring. 
Thank you to Jane Christy and Jennifer Hewett for our lovely boy.  
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Joan Carey 

Immensely proud of my boy, Cressida Latitude, “Kirby”, for getting his WC title in September. He has come such a 
long way and I look forward to more work in the field next year!  

 

 
 

 

Adventures of a Dog Mom            reprinted with permission of the author 
I have recently seen a few discussions on the cost of different purebred puppies. A common theme amongst 
these discussions is people being surprised at the cost of a well-bred purebred dog. There are typically two 
kinds of responses to hearing these higher costs: 

1. They are astounded by the price and think it is a scam or ridiculous. 

2. They think you are insulting their $300 purebred by saying it is not worth as much. 

No one is saying that your dog is worth less as a companion based on what you paid, but well-bred dogs’ 
cost what they cost for very good reasons. A well-bred dog can be thought of as an investment, you pay 
more up front to ensure a higher likelihood of paying less over the dog’s lifetime for health and behavioral 
issues. 

The cost of a well-bred dog varies heavily amongst breed and more slightly across different regions, but the 
averages for each breed can be roughly estimated. For example, a well-bred golden retriever is likely to 
cost you between $2,000-3,000 for just limited registration pretty much anywhere in the US. So, if I see 
someone selling a golden for $1,000 or less that tells me that massive corners are being cut in regard to 
health testing, veterinary care, or titling. Reputable breeders so rarely even break even, so they certainly 
could not afford to take a hit like that, so this would tell me that most likely those puppies are not well 
bred. 

To demonstrate why well-bred dogs cost what they do, let us dive into the details of what all goes into 
producing the litter. To make it simpler, we will continue our example using the golden retriever and I will 
be giving averages based on estimates from clinics in my area and from breeders I have spoken to regarding 
this. Individual costs for each breeder will obviously be different based on location and how long it takes to 
title the dog. 

𝗜𝗻𝗶𝘁𝗶𝗮𝗹 𝗰𝗼𝘀𝘁 𝗼𝗳 𝗮 𝗳𝗼𝘂𝗻𝗱𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗯𝗶𝘁𝗰𝗵 𝗼𝗻 𝗳𝘂𝗹𝗹 𝗿𝗲𝗴𝗶𝘀𝘁𝗿𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻: $3,000 
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𝗖𝗼𝘀𝘁 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗶𝘁𝗹𝗲 𝘁𝗼 𝗖𝗛 𝗶𝗻 𝗰𝗼𝗻𝗳𝗼𝗿𝗺𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻: $10,000-$15,000 

This includes entry fees, travel costs such as gas, hotels, meals, etc, grooming supplies. Breeders often must 
travel extremely far out of state for shows, so these costs will vary. This cost can also be significantly higher 
if a professional handler is used and goldens are a hard breed to finish so they often are. 

𝗖𝗼𝘀𝘁 𝘁𝗼 𝘁𝗶𝘁𝗹𝗲 𝘁𝗼 𝗵𝗶𝗴𝗵𝗲𝘀𝘁 𝗹𝗲𝘃𝗲𝗹 𝗶𝗻 𝘀𝗽𝗼𝗿𝘁𝘀 (𝗥𝗮𝗹𝗹𝘆, 𝗔𝗴𝗶𝗹𝗶𝘁𝘆, 𝗲𝘁𝗰): $5,000-$10,000 per sport 

This includes entry fees and travel costs. 

These are important steps because they prove through an unbiased third party that the dog has proven 
itself worthy of being bred. Conformation is meant to serve as judgement of breeding stock, which means 
that the judges are comparing the dog to its breed standard to see how well it represents it. Titling in 
sports proves the dog has the drive and trainability to excel in these activities that will hopefully be passed 
on. 

Health testing is one of the most important parts of breeding responsibly. The goal is to produce an overall 
healthier next generation, so doing all breed appropriate health tests and only breeding those who will pass 
on better genes is of the utmost importance. For goldens to receive a CHIC number, which is a 
certification given when the dog has been screened for every disease recommended by the parent club for 
that breed and those results are publicly made available, there are four required tests: 

𝗛𝗶𝗽 𝗘𝘃𝗮𝗹𝘂𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗱𝗼𝗻𝗲 𝗮𝘁 >𝟮𝟰 𝗺𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗵𝘀: 

Radiographs: $100-200 

Sedation if necessary: $100 

OFA submission: $35 

𝗘𝗹𝗯𝗼𝘄 𝗘𝘃𝗮𝗹𝘂𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗱𝗼𝗻𝗲 𝗮𝘁 >𝟮𝟰 𝗺𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗵𝘀: 

Radiographs: $100-200 

Sedation if necessary: $100 

OFA submission: $35 

𝗘𝘆𝗲 𝗘𝘃𝗮𝗹𝘂𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗱𝗼𝗻𝗲 𝗮𝗻𝗻𝘂𝗮𝗹𝗹𝘆: 

Exam: $55 

OFA submission: $12 new, $8 resubmission thereafter 

𝗖𝗮𝗿𝗱𝗶𝗮𝗰 𝗘𝘃𝗮𝗹𝘂𝗮𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻 𝗱𝗼𝗻𝗲 𝗮𝘁 >𝟭𝟮 𝗺𝗼𝗻𝘁𝗵𝘀: 

Exam: $100 

Echo: $300-500 

OFA submission: $15 

In addition to these tests required by the CHIC program, many breeders will often do DNA testing to 
screen for common heritable issues in their breed. For example, PRA and Ichthyosis are commonly 
screened for in goldens. 
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𝗗𝗡𝗔 𝘁𝗲𝘀𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴: $200 through Embark or $80 per test through other companies. 

Costs associated with breeding or a pregnant bitch: 

𝗦𝘁𝘂𝗱 𝗳𝗲𝗲: $1,000-3,000 

There could also be extra costs associated with shipping the stud or costs associated with artificial 
insemination. 

𝗕𝗿𝘂𝗰𝗲𝗹𝗹𝗼𝘀𝗶𝘀 𝘁𝗲𝘀𝘁: $50 

𝗣𝗿𝗼𝗴𝗲𝘀𝘁𝗲𝗿𝗼𝗻𝗲 𝘁𝗲𝘀𝘁𝘀: $100/each 

𝗥𝗮𝗱𝗶𝗼𝗴𝗿𝗮𝗽𝗵𝘀/𝘂𝗹𝘁𝗿𝗮𝘀𝗼𝘂𝗻𝗱𝘀: $150/each 

𝗔𝗱𝗱𝗶𝘁𝗶𝗼𝗻𝗮𝗹 𝘃𝗲𝘁𝗲𝗿𝗶𝗻𝗮𝗿𝘆 𝗰𝗮𝗿𝗲, 𝘀𝗽𝗲𝗰𝗶𝗮𝗹 𝗱𝗶𝗲𝘁, 𝗲𝘁𝗰: $200 

This is assuming the bitch has an easy pregnancy and birth as an emergency C-section could easily cost 
$5,000. 

𝗣𝗿𝗼𝗽𝗲𝗿 𝘄𝗵𝗲𝗹𝗽𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗽𝗲𝗻: $250 

𝗩𝗮𝗿𝗶𝗼𝘂𝘀 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗹𝗶𝗲𝘀 (𝗰𝗹𝗲𝗮𝗻𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗹𝗶𝗲𝘀, 𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗽𝗹𝗲𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁𝘀, 𝗺𝗶𝗹𝗸 𝗿𝗲𝗽𝗹𝗮𝗰𝗲𝗿, 𝗲𝘁𝗰): $300 

𝗘𝗾𝘂𝗶𝗽𝗺𝗲𝗻𝘁 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝗽𝘂𝗽𝗽𝘆 𝗿𝗮𝗶𝘀𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗽𝗿𝗼𝘁𝗼𝗰𝗼𝗹𝘀 𝘀𝘂𝗰𝗵 𝗮𝘀 𝗽𝘂𝗽𝗽𝘆 𝗰𝘂𝗹𝘁𝘂𝗿𝗲: $300-500 

𝗙𝗼𝗼𝗱 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝗹𝗶𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗿 𝗮𝗳𝘁𝗲𝗿 𝘄𝗲𝗮𝗻𝗲𝗱: $50/week 

𝗩𝗲𝘁𝘁𝗶𝗻𝗴 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝗹𝗶𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗿: $100/puppy 

𝗚𝗼 𝗵𝗼𝗺𝗲 𝗽𝘂𝗽𝗽𝘆 𝗸𝗶𝘁𝘀: $50-100/puppy 

Taking all of the low end estimates and assuming immediate conception and a flawlessly simple pregnancy 
and delivery of an average sized litter already breaks $20,000, and none of these figures factor in the time 
and expertise of the breeder which cannot be quantified. They often take days off work to travel for shows 
and sport trials or during the first week or so after the puppies have been born. They spend years studying 
the breed, studying pedigrees, and carefully choosing their pairings. They spend at minimum 8 weeks with 
the litter once born following puppy raising protocols that ensure the puppies will be as socialized as 
possible by the time they get to you. They examine the puppies closely looking at structure and personality 
to decide which puppy is the best fit for you and your lifestyle. After all of this, they also provide a lifetime 
of support to you and your new dog. 

I know that I too was a little shell shocked the first time I learned what a well bred dog costs, but the more 
that you learn about all that is involved and how important each of those steps are, the more you 
understand how incredibly worth the investment a well bred dog is. 

 

 

So, in closing if you have any questions , please do not hesitate 
to Contact Me , Frank MacArthur , Atlantic Director at 
steedrider@hotmail.com or Phone 1-902-600-0109.  
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The Golden Retriever Club of Canada  
     November 2, 2020 

The Golden Retriever Club of Canada is working on updating its 
plans for the education and training of Golden Retriever breeders, fanciers and 
judges.  The GRCC is awaiting the final steps by the Canadian Kennel Club for the 
acceptance of a revised breed standard.  This will subsequently require and 
updating and revision of GRCC’s illustrated commentary on the breed as a first 
step.  We hope to add additional photos and illustrations as well as information in 
this revision. 

Additionally, the GRCC has decided to formalize part of its education mandate by 
seeking out breeder-judges and long-time breeder and fanciers of the breed to act 
as mentors and tutors for judges and exhibitors new to Golden Retrievers.  We are 
seeking those that are good communicators, knowledgeable about Goldens as well 
as canine structure and behaviour, who understand the breed standard, are unbiased 
and dedicated to the preservation of the versatile Golden Retriever.   

Attached you will find an application form and a statement of acceptance of certain 
conditions for those interested in participating in this program as a GRCC 
approved tutor or mentor.   This program will help GRCC match up judge’s 
seeking ringside tutoring or kennel visits to fulfil requirements for advancement in 
their judging careers with tutors.  It will also allow for us to respond to requests 
from new exhibitors and breeders for mentors, who will act in an ongoing role. To 
the extent Canada’s extensive geography will allow, these may be in person 
meetings as allowed or virtual discussions for the dissemination of information. 
The list will appear on the GRCC web site with your name, city, province and 
email contact information.  Approved applicants may be asked to attend meetings 
or training sessions as the program is launched. 

If you are interested in participating, we ask you to complete the application form 
and mail or email it to the address below. The GRCC Breed Standard and Judge’s 
Education Committee, consisting of Ainslie Mills (Chair), Karin Klouman, Louise 
Grant and Kim Sheehan will review all applications with final approval being 
granted by the GRCC Board.   If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact 
Ainslie or any member of the Committee. 

Ainslie Mills, GRCC Breed Standard and Judge’s Education Committee  
oriana@telus.net   or  19084 87A Ave., Surrey, BC, V4N 6E4  
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Golden Retriever Club of Canada 
 

Approved Education Presenter/Tutor/Mentor Application 
 

 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

Name:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

City, Province, Postal Code:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Preferred telephone number(s) ______________________________________________________ 

 
E-mail Address:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 
Occupation:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
       
AREA OF INTEREST 

 
Presenter        Tutor    Kennel Visits  Mentor    

 
GRCC AND EDUCATION EXPERIENCE INFORMATION 

 
Are you a GRCC Member?   YES  /  NO _______  Number of years membership _______ 
 
Would you be willing to join the GRCC as an ordinary or associate member in order to participate in this program?     
YES  /  NO     
 
If you answered NO, would you be willing to sign an agreement with the GRCC in order to participate?   YES  /  NO 

 
Approximately how many GRCC or GRCA National Specialties have you attended?  _______   
Indicate the most recent year of attendance _______ 

 
     Have you served on any GRCC or CKC Boards or Committees?   YES  /  NO   
     If yes, please specify your experience below.  
 
  
  

How many canine-related educational seminars have you attended in the past five years? _______ 
Name some of the topics of these seminars:  
 

 
 

Have you acted as a presenter at canine-related educational seminars in the past five years?  YES  /  NO            
If yes, indicate date(s) and topic(s) below: 
 
 
 

BREED EXPERIENCE (All questions pertain to activities with Golden Retrievers only) 
 

Year you acquired your first Golden Retriever _______ 
 

Year you first competed in CKC/GRCC events with a Golden Retriever ________ 
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Have you actively hunted with your Golden Retrievers?   YES   /  NO           

 

BREEDING 

Year of last litter whelped _______       In what year did you breed your first litter? ________ 

Total number of litters bred:   0 – 4_____   5 – 9_____   10 or more_____ 

 

CONFORMATION  

Have you competed in conformation shows with a Golden Retriever?  YES  /  NO 

Number of Conformation Champions bred___________ 

If yes, please complete this section.  If no, please go the next section (Field Events). 

Most recent year of participation _______      Year began participation _______ 

Please provide information about your experience in conformation shows, including such things as whether 
you have personally handled a dog for some or all of the dog’s points; whether you were the breeder of any 
dog receiving a Championship or receiving major points; and other information that would be of interest to the 
Board. 

FIELD EVENTS 

Have you competed in field events with a Golden Retriever?  YES  /  NO  

If yes, please complete this section.  If no, please go the next section (Performance Events). 

Most recent year of participation _______      Year began participation _______ 

Please provide information about your experience in field events (WC/WCX, hunt tests, field trials), including 
such things as whether you have personally trained and/or handled a dog for some or all of the dog’s titles or 
placements; whether you were the breeder of any dog receiving a title or field trial placement; and other 
information that would be of interest to the Board. 

PERFORMANCE EVENTS 

Have you competed in agility, obedience, rally, or tracking events with a Golden Retriever?  Yes         No 

If yes, please complete this section.  If no, please go the next section (Judging Experience). 

Most recent year of participation _______      Year began participation _______ 

Please provide information about your experience in performance events (agility, obedience, rally, or 
tracking), including such things as whether you have personally trained and/or handled a dog for some or all 
of the dog’s titles; whether you were the breeder of any dog receiving a title; and other information that would 
be of interest to the Board. 

 

JUDGING AND EVALUATING EXPERIENCE 

Are you an approved CKC/AKC judge for any event, and/or have you judged Sweepstakes or WC/WCX tests for 

Golden Retrievers?    YES  /  NO  

 

Are you a GRCA Certificate of Conformation Assessment (CCA) Evaluator?  YES  /   NO 
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If yes, what Category Evaluator are you at present time?  Category 1           Category 2            

 

If yes to either of the above, please complete this section.  If no, please go to the next section  

(Supplemental Questions). 

 

  Year of Most Recent 
Assignment 

# Assignments in 
Past Five Years 

CKC/AKC Conformation (year approved for Goldens) ______ 
                                      

Field Trial Stakes (indicate year approved) _______ 
                                      

Hunt Tests (indicate year approved) _______ 
                                      

Agility Trials (indicate year approved) _______ 
                                      

Obedience and/or Rally Trials (indicate year approved) _______ 
                                      

Tracking Tests (indicate year approved) _______  
                                      

Sweepstakes (Goldens only)    

WC/WCI/WCX tests (indicate year approved) ______    

CCA Events    

 

SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS 

Please answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper and attach it to this application. 
Each answer should be concise and to the point. Answers to each question should not exceed 1/4 
page double-spaced. 

 
1. Why are you interested in becoming a GRCC approved presenter or tutor? 

 

2. What special skills, abilities, experience and knowledge can you contribute? 
 

3. Indicate briefly your experience in public speaking, working on committees, advisory boards, etc., inside or 
outside the world of dogs. 

I agree to use the Canadian Kennel Club standard for the Golden Retriever as the basis for any education 
provided on the breed. I will follow the directives of the Golden Retriever Club of Canada concerning educational 
opportunities and programs to assist those interested in learning about the breed. I agree to use supplemental 
materials provided by or suggested by the Golden Retriever Club of Canada. 

 

Signature______________________________________________    Date  ___________________ 

 

GRCC Presenter/Tutor Application  

GRCC 2020/08              
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What We’ve Lost –  Reflections on Obedience Competition 

~ Ellie Beals ~ 

On September 3rd, my Obedience partner of almost 14 years, died.  Fracas (Taygold’s Brawlroom Dancer) was a 
successful competitor -  ranked first and second in Canada in 2014 and 2013, and a denizen of the Top Ten for all of 
his competitive career.   A brief summary of his accomplishments is provided at the end of this article.  That’s 
because this article is only partially a celebration of the most charismatic and joyful being my husband (David 
Skinner)   and I have ever known, and that many of you witnessed in the ring.  Far more than that, it is both elegy 
and celebration of the at least temporarily-vanished world all of us shared until recently. 

Timing is everything.  As Covid19 spread throughout Canada in the Spring of 2020, David and I recognized what 
was coming and very sadly temporarily closed our obedience coaching practice and competition plans, in order to 
retreat to our cabin in the wilds of Quebec. We were worried about how Fracas would handle this.  He’d 
undergone two major surgeries in the preceding months, and his famous joie de vivre seemed wilted.  For us, the 
great gift of Covid was that Fracas rebounded mightily at the cabin, and had a glorious six months with his 
exuberance on full display, despite his compromised mobility. That was only one of the reasons we enjoyed our 
hiatus.  I finally wrote the novel I’d been postponing for all of my adult life.  And of course, being in a beautiful 
wilderness area was fortifying.   

But as we edged into mid-summer and things appeared to be relatively under control Covid-wise, we planned to 
return to Ottawa and the dog-world in September.  We went back to Ottawa with that in mind, and within a day of 
our return, Frac faded and then was gone.  And we realized that the surging pandemic meant we needed to re-think 
our plans to remain in Ottawa and resume coaching and competing, to whatever extent was possible.  So we’re 
now looking at two major, inter-twined losses:  Fracas – gone forever except in my heart,  and the world of 
coaching and competition and the many dear friends that came with it – gone for now and for who knows how 
long.  

Though we’ve suffered losses, both canine and human before, neither I nor David has ever been as hard-hit as we’ve 
been by Frac’s death .  Unknown to us, he was the great engine of joy that constantly thrummed in the background 
of our lives.  The silence since that engine shut down, has been deafening.  And in that silence, I’ve been able to 
introspect on what all of us who compete in the “indoor” dog sports have lost with the arrival of the pandemic. 

At least ten years ago, I had a spirited discussion about obedience competition with a friend familiar with my every-
day sociability , and critical of my radically different and withdrawn mien at competitive events, where my students 
quickly learned to not even attempt to interrupt my focus as I sat with Frac before or in-between classes.  “Not 
appropriate,”  she averred.  “This is a social event.”  To which I responded “Not for me.  For me, it’s a competitive 
event, not a social one”.  I realize now, that we were both right – that even for a committed social side-liner like 
me, there was still a significant social element.   

A committed independent all my life, I’ve always shunned embracing a group identity.  Dog-sport has been the only 
exception I’ve made to not being a “joiner”.  Now, I realize that by virtue of the fact that I was there, waiting, in the 
venue, along with other competitors and volunteers,  I was one of Us – the group of people convened there, united 
by sharing a love of our dogs (pure) and our sport (often more ambivalent).  It was that ambivalence that rendered 
me unaware of how much the culture of the obedience trial had been unconsciously knitted into the fabric of my 
being. 
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So now, in their absence, I realize there was both familiarity and comfort in so many of the details of competition. 
Like: 

• The constant low-key din of background noise:  crates opening and closing; dogs whining, snuffling and 
barking; dozens of on-going quiet conversations; the calls of both judges and competitors in the ring; the 
occasional tumult of cheers as a team in the ring successfully completes a long-elusive exercise or title, or a 
dog does something unexpected and either heroic (stops before taking the wrong jump and changes 
direction to take the right one) or funny (dog detours to take a jump during the Drop on Recall, but then 
drops on command despite that); the spectator gasps or wails of empathetic disappointment, for example 
when a team that was doing beautifully blows the last exercise thus failing to qualify.  For me, after over 20 
years of steady competition, these sounds are as familiar and indeed soothing as they wash over me in a 
venue, as the constant background noise of waves and gulls when I walk by the ocean. 

 
• The interplay of anticipation and patience, and the challenges they impose on the handler.  It has happened 

to all of us: you are ready to enter the ring, you’ve warmed your dog up to the perfect stage of readiness, 
and then – Something Happens.  It doesn’t matter what caused it or whose fault it is.  The challenge for me 
and I suspect most other handlers is huge:  how to NOT experience an onslaught of negative emotions; how 
to quell at best or at least not display those negative emotions if you experience them despite best efforts; 
how and what to communicate to your dog, to maintain the team affect you want as you finally do enter the 
ring. 
 

• The constant “up and down” as you leave your seat to monitor the board to see who is where, and what it 
means in terms of your own timeline. 
 

• The dozens of mini-chats that even social side-liners like I have, as as I wait and monitor. 
 

• The challenge of controlling your dog and yourself as you enter the “maximum focus” zone before 
competition, to try to ensure that you remain courteous and aware. 
 

• Those lovely “just-between-us” silent communications you sometimes have with the judge that goes well 
beyond the “I’m so sorry” typical of how a judge kindly tells you that you won’t qualify in that class.  I’m 
talking about looking up after you’ve taken the dumbbell from your dog, who has achieved a perfect front 
and is looking up at you illuminated by his pride, and seeing that the judge has that lovely soft look on her 
face that we’ve all seen hundreds of times when we meet or pass-by people who are openly enchanted by 
our dog.  I’m talking about how a judge momentarily slips aside her mask of impersonality, to make eye-
contact with you and laugh when your dog does something undeniably naughty but funny.  I’m talking about 
knowing that none of these valued communications is a promise of a good score, but instead is a 
demonstration of  “us-ness” – the knowledge that she’s been there too. 
 

• The awareness that when in the ring, you and your dog are performing.  Of course – your primary audience 
is the judge.  But you know that there are people watching.  I am very focused in the ring – I never see or 
hear anyone outside the ring.  But I know that they are there and that at least some of them (not just my 
own students) are interested in learning.  So, as an elder in our discipline, I feel a responsibility to perform in 
a way that I hope will help them and inform their understanding and their efforts.  I’m talking about showing 
how to interact with your dog in a positive fashion even if/when he makes a mistake; I’m talking about how 
to interact with stewards and judges in ways that are both thoughtful and time-effective; I’m talking about  
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finding a way to display to newbies or those with acute ring-anxiety, that it is possible to have fun while in 
the ring. 
 

• The input of colleagues. It doesn’t happen in every venue or with every club.  But in many, congratulations 
or commiseration after you’ve left the ring is a critical factor in reinforcing the perception that you are not 
alone – that there are others who understand, who watch, and who care. 
 

• The joy of victory. Of course we all like winning.  But winning does not comprise only coming away with a 
ribbon.  Even if you don’t qualify or don’t place – you can and should be able to take pleasure in your 
achievements.   Any time that your dog does well at something you’ve been working on – it is a victory.  So 
almost every time you compete, regardless of outcome – there are wins. 

 

As I re-read the list I just compiled above, I realize that this has turned into an ode to the sport I’ve loved for so 
long.  Do you remember this line from Big Yellow Taxi:  Don’t it always seem to go, that you don’t know what you’ve got 
till it’s gone?  Until I sat down to write this piece, I didn’t even recognize how much I value some of the points on my 
bulleted list, which I had until now, perceived as irritating but unavoidable.  Absence does indeed make the heart 
grow fonder. 

 

I hope that the absence is temporary.  I haven’t yet decided if I will compete under Covid Rules.  If I do -  I certainly 
hope they are not in place long enough to build a love of whatever become the features of pandemic play.  But 
whenever and however more traditional obedience competitions return, I will resume competition with an 
enhanced appreciation and tolerance.  And with a partner who I hope I don’t condemn to live in the shadow of his 
predecessor.  See below for a summary of the formal accomplishments of my beautiful Brawlroom Dancer. But 
note that all of these pale in comparison to his most outstanding achievement as the most joyful and optimistic 
being I have ever known.  He made me laugh every day of his life because of the way he threw his joy in a great net 
around everyone within his ambit. 

 

Taygold’s Brawlroom Dancer (Fracas) 

Canadian Titles:  GMOTCh; RE, WCI 

American Titles:  CDX; RN 

• Top-ranked Canadian obedience dog in 2014, Number 2 in 2013, with placements in the Top Ten a total of 
ten times 

• 133 HITs and two perfect scores 
• Winner of 2010 GRCC National Obedience Specialty 
• Winner of the 2012 Hit of Hits, competitor in every Hit of Hits from 2009 on.  

 

 

 
 

      



 32 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Well I am sure glad to have something to report this time around!!  We have been extremely fortunate to have had 
some activities happening in the province starting with a weekend of Working Certificates hosted by the Regina 
Retriever Club in August followed by another victorious weekend of Hunt Tests in September.  Both were a huge 
success with lots of qualifying ribbons being awarded. I had the opportunity to judge at both events and would like 
to relay what a wonderful, educational experience that was!!  
  
We have also been fortunate to have had an obedience trial hosted by Wascana Dog and Obedience Club in 
October with a following one coming up in Dec. as well as a Rally Trial.  Kaos Dogsports will be hosting a CARO trial 
at the end of November. Kudos to all of these clubs for doing such a great job in such difficult times, Covid 19 
protocols were and will be followed, ensuring everyone’s health and safety were looked after. 
  
Gary Overs Kennelling and Obedience and Smok’nGold Retrievers hosted another Keltie Lang Obedience seminar in 
October. As usual Keltie did not fail to present us with a winter’s load of homework and we look forward to having 
her back in April.   
  
We also have some clubs going to a lot of extra work to ensure that we get to continue playing agility!  Its hasn’t 
been easy and I’m sure its quite stressful implementing all the new regulations but we are sure glad to be back in 
the game. Not certain what the future holds with Covid numbers increasing but very grateful for what we have at 
the time being and trying to remember that  “this too shall pass”.   
  
Moving on to my Member’s Brag section – this month we are honouring Brassfire’s Boom Shaq-A-Laq a.k.a Tripp 
who belongs to Shelley Overs from Moose Jaw SK. I’m pretty sure that Tripp has achieved some other distinguished 
awards but since CKC has not yet finished entering last year’s accomplishments, they are not included. Thank you 
Shelley for submitting a biography on Tripp and your journey together. 
  
AGMCHV Brassfire's Boom Shaq-A Laq-A CDX RE JH WC XPS JTXV AGMXJV AGMXV   
DOB 6/10/2009 
  
Some dogs come into your lives because they were chosen for you  not because you choose them .  
  
Tripp was chosen for me ,both by my husband Gary and Tripp’s breeder , Chris Braswell, they both knew I 
wanted a competition dog , but being my first dog I really wasn’t sure what I wanted.  I never expected to 
bring home such a high drive little spitfire , my eyes were on the little fat curly pup but Gary’s were on the 
little one ripping through the flower beds. 
  
Tripp’s competition career began in the Obedience ring where we earned our CDX , from there we moved into 
field, his true love.  
After earning Tripp’s JH and WC , I soon realized that no matter how much he loved the sport I could not 
handle touching them ducks.  
It was at this point we took a hiatus from training as I searched for a sport we could both enjoy. One weekend 
when we were attending the Brandon dog show we stumbled into the arena across from the Obedience ring 
and watched a group of competitors wander around a course in what my thoughts was the most 
peculiar  manner and thus begin my adventure into Agility.  

~Prairie Director~ 

Jasmine DeBlois 
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I thank my back ground in Obedience and field work , and Tripp’s love to work for the success we have in the 
Agility ring.  He is extremely athletic and extremely driven , training him has not always been easy but it 
always been rewarding. 
  
During this time we also decided to dabble in Rally Obedience where Tripp has earned his Rally Excellence 
Title and will be working towards his Masters this winter. 
I am still in awe of this little lion hearted dog who at 11 and half years young still gives it his all whether it be 
in the Agility ring , Rally ring , Obedience bring or retrieving a bumper in the field , I could not have asked to 
have a better dog  to have been chosen for me. 
  
Lastly I would like to thank Chris Braswell and Janine Gunn for allowing me the honour to own one of their 
pups, and also everyone who assisted Tripp and I on our journey. 
 
Shelley Overs 
  
  
In	the	midst	of	all	this	negativity	I	also	wanted	to	share	an	email	that	was	sent	to	me	by	one	of	my	new	puppy	
owners	several	months	ago.		Its	just	a	little	heart	warming	story	about	“just	a	dog”.	Thanks	Karrie	for	letting	
me	share	this. 
  
Hi	Jasmine.	I	hope	this	message	finds	you	well.	I	wanted	to	touch	base	with	you	to	let	you	know	what	a	
wonderful	boy	our	Klay	is.	He	continues	to	amaze	us	each	day	and	his	training	continues	to	go	very	well.	We	
are	all	head	over	heels	in	love	with	him.	Being	home	has	been	a	blessing	for	all	of	us	and	a	great	start	for	Klay.	
He	is	socializing	so	well	and	when	he	meets	new	people	he	just	sits	so	nicely	and	waits	for	attention.	As	one	of	
the	girls	at	work	says	he	just	sits	and	look	that	all	is	right	in	his	world.	He	is	a	very	special	boy.		 
  
On	May	4	at	midnight	I	took	a	very	bad	fall	going	down	our	back	steps.	I	broke	my	leg,	shattered	my	knee	and	
broke	my	shoulder	in	2	places.	I	was	just	going	out	to	check	on	Klay	to	ensure	he	wasn’t	eating	the	new	sod	(a	
special	treat	for	Klay)when	I	fell.	It	was	late,	raining	and	I	was	all	alone	as	my	boys	were	already	in	bed	asleep.	
Well	to	my	rescue	came	Klay.	When	I	started	to	call	for	help	he	came	running	over	to	see	if	I	was	okay.	Licking	
my	face	and	trying	to	nudge	me	with	his	nose.	I	told	him	I	was	really	hurt.	He	only	stayed	with	me	a	few	
minutes	when	he	ran	into	the	house	straight	to	our	bedroom	and	sat	barking	at	the	foot	of	the	bed	to	let	Dale	
know	something	was	not	right.	Klay	almost	never	barks	so	Dale	knew	something	was	wrong	and	Klay	took	him	
to	me.		After	he	knew	the	boys	were	there	he	went	straight	to	his	kennel	and	didn’t	move	until	the	boys	got	
him	after	the	ambulance	had	left	with	me.	 
  
I	just	don’t	know	what	I	would	have	done	or	how	long	I	would	have	laid	there	if	Klay	hadn’t	been	there	to	help.	
For	such	a	young	puppy	to	be	so	intuitive	is	just	amazing.	He	really	saved	me	that	night. 
  
I	wanted	to	share	this	story	with	you	so	that	you	know	Jasmine	what	a	wonderful	puppy	you	raised	in	Klay.	He	
is	an	angel	that	has	been	sent	to	us.	Our	life	is	a	little	different	right	now	for	a	short	time	but	we	are	all	
adjusting.	Klay	is	learning	to	be	around	wheelchairs,	walkers	and	lots	of	people.	It	will	be	good	training	for	him	
being	a	visitation	dog	which	I	still	hope	we	will	be	able	to	do	together	one	day.	 
  
It	will	also	make	you	happy	to	know	that	he	can	already	run	the	whole	agility	course	at	our	local	dog	on	a	good	
day	but	he	always	does	part	of	it.	If	only	now	I	could	keep	him	from	eating	my	flowers	😁😁. 
  
Wishing	everyone	a	safe	and	happy	winter!!	
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Working Dog Structure: Evaluation
and Relationship to Function
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Working dogs help to keep society and individuals safe, secure, and healthy. To perform

their varied functions, it is critical to select dogs that are structurally sound and capable

of demonstrating power, coordination and agility. Characteristics such as size and

substance, head and axial skeletal structure, chest size and conformation, and thoracic

and pelvic limb angulation should be evaluated to select the optimal combination of

characteristics to suit the tasks to which each dog will be assigned. This review provides

guidance on how to evaluate each of these structural components and discusses the

contributions of those body parts to a working dog’s function.

Keywords: working dog, structure, function, evaluation, assessment, power, coordination, agility

INTRODUCTION

There are many di!erent types of working dogs – dogs with jobs that help to keep society and
individuals safe, secure, and healthy. Some of these dogs work as military, police, search and rescue,
detection (bombs, drugs, cash, agricultural products, termites, mold, cancer, etc.) dogs. Others have
jobs as dog guides for the blind, hearing assistance dogs, assistance dogs for the disabled, and work
in many other capacities to help their human partners. In this review, discussion will be limited to
working dogs that help communities, as opposed to assisting individuals. Themajority of these dogs
work for government institutions, such as the military, police forces, the Transportation Security
Administration, Customs and Border Protection, and agriculture defense dogs. These dogs will be
referred to using the upper case designation Working Dogs.

Centuries ago, most selective breeding strategies had the goal of producing dogs to assist with
specific tasks that helped humans survive and thrive, such as hunting, herding, or capturing
vermin. However, in the last 150 years, this tight relationship between structure and function has,
in many cases, dissolved as people began to breed specifically for success in the conformation
ring, where dogs are judged predominantly on appearance. At the same time, some individuals
chose to breed those same breeds strictly for performance competitions, often leading to distinct
di!erences in the structure of performance and conformation lines of the same breed. This has
progressed almost to the point where the performance and conformation lines of many breeds have
few structural similarities. These di!erences in structure between di!erent lines/functions within
a breed are perhaps most noticeable in the German Shepherd Dog, the Labrador Retriever, the
Golden Retriever, and the Border Collie, breeds that are often recruited for use as Working Dogs.

The detailed anatomy of all dogs, including the bones, muscles, tendons, ligaments, innervation,
and vasculature is the same (1). However, the ways in which those components vary and are
combined in each breed, resulting in their size and shape, constitute structure. Dogs have the
greatest morphological diversity of all mammals (2). Further, the cranial and limb morphology
of Canis familiaris are more variable than in all of the other canid species combined (3, 4). Those
di!erences arise from the functions for which each breed was originally developed, combined with
features selected for by the dog fancy throughout the 20th and 21st centuries. How that structure
relates to function in Working Dogs is the subject of this review.
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Zink and Schlehr Working Dog Structure and Function

The structural requirements of today’s Working Dogs are
quite varied because these dogs perform such a wide variety of
functions. Working Dogs might need the strength to undergo
sudden acceleration to their maximal speed or to leap over a
tall barrier, but they might also require the physical stamina to
stand or walk all day long. Working Dogs might need to search
over rubble or in di!cult environmental circumstances such as
blistering heat or icy, freezing conditions, often wearing heavy
body armor. They also might spend the day detecting specific
scents amongst thousands of others, requiring intense mental
concentration, which can be physically exhausting. Indeed,
several di"ering functions might be required in the same dog.
Each working task requires specialized training and activities that
place di"erent and often extreme physical demands on the dogs.

STRUCTURE-FUNCTION RELATIONSHIPS

Given the many and varied tasks of Working Dogs and
the wide variety of structures of di"erent dog breeds, it is
important to develop a deeper understanding of structure-
function relationships in these dogs. An intensive examination
of the peer-reviewed literature on canine structure-function
relationships reveals that there are a few specific areas of intense
focus, such as examination of the relationships between tibial
plateau angle and cranial cruciate ligament insu!ciency (5) and
of femoral trochlear groove structure and patellar luxation (6).

However, there is a dearth of peer-reviewed publications that
discuss overall canine structure and its relationship to function.
This problem perhaps arises exactly because dogs vary so greatly
in their structure. When planning an experiment that will
correlate a canine structural component with its function, where
does one start? Many publications use the Labrador Retriever as
an example of the “standard dog,” yet the Labrador Retriever’s
structure (pelvic limb angulation, e.g.,) varies significantly from
that of the German Shepherd Dog. Nonetheless, both of these
breeds feature prominently as Working Dogs. And within those
breeds, individual structural variation can be dramatic.

Our understanding of the biomechanics of movement, of
bone leverage and of muscle/tendon/ligament dynamics, while
currently incomplete, is constantly evolving with the use of
new technology such as body-worn accelerometers, video and
animation technology, and 3D printing based on CT data (7, 8).
Still, many existing studies using these technologies to examine
structure-function relationships use samples of only 3 to 4 dogs.
For example, an outstanding study that examined 3D kinematics
of just the canine pelvic limb in only 4 breeds of dogs selected for
their functional di"erences (speed vs. strength) produced a huge
amount of data (8). It is hard to imagine that the same study could
have included a larger number of breeds. A number of studies
of racing greyhounds have provided us with new information on
the relative importance of thoracic and pelvic limb musculature
for speed in this breed (9, 10), and additional studies have
compared structure-function relationships in speed vs. strength
breeds (11, 12). There are two outstanding studies that examine
the relationships between structure (length vs. cross-sectional
area) and function of perivertebral and neckmusculature in dogs,

and their findings are likely applicable tomost dog breeds because
to the best of our knowledge all dogs have the same muscles
(13, 14). By far, the most comprehensive and scientifically based
treatise on the subject of structure-function relationships in dogs
is the text Dogs in Motion by Martin S. Fischer and Karin E
Lilje (15). These authors studied kinematics and kinetics using
high frequency videography, marker-based movement analysis,
force plates, and biplanar X-ray videography in 327 dogs of 32
di"erent breeds, an outstanding feat of biology and engineering.
Increasing numbers of publications can be expected in the future
as new technology combined with the ability to analyze extremely
large data sets improves.

In general, specific breeds and cross-breeds of Working
Dogs are selected because of their trainability, instincts, and
temperament for the desired tasks, as well as their size and threat
potential, providing a visible deterrent to crime. However, there
is minimal evidence-based information regarding what specific
structures are most desirable for a Working Dog to have superior
abilities and a long and healthy career. For example, what pelvic
limb angulation (a term for the combination of angles at which
the pelvis, femur, tibia/fibula andmetatarsal bones naturally meet
in the standing dog) is ideal for superior performance as well
as health and longevity in a police dog that needs to perform
optimally during a full day of both apprehension and detection?
What combination of body size, length, height and muscularity
is ideal for a military dog that will be transported by helicopter
to hot, dry environments to detect explosives for several hours
a day?

This review discusses knowledge derived from peer-reviewed
publications where that information exists. However, to fill in
the significant gaps in our scientific knowledge, this review
also depends on the observations of experienced dog breeders
and judges regarding structure-function relationships. These are
often based on decades of personal experience and observations
of the e"ects of selective breeding over centuries. Many of
these structure-function relationships are described in the breed
standards, which are written and sometimes also illustrated
descriptions of the ideal dog of each breed. The breed standards
are established by individuals with decades of experience in
the breed who are considered guardians of those breeds. Breed
standards are often considered sacrosanct and are not modified
without significant consideration and input from individuals
experienced with the breed’s structure and original functions.
Table 1 provides quotes from the breed standards of the German
Shepherd Dog, the Belgian Malinois and the Labrador Retriever
that describe the breeds’ overall structure as they relate to
function. This review discusses structure-function relationships
in these three breeds because they are the most common breeds
used asWorking Dogs. However, it is also important to recognize
that there are other Working Dog breeds that have been selected
for specific functions, such as the Beagles used at airports and
shipping ports to detect illegally imported agriculture products
or pests, and thus have di"erent size and structure.

In general, there are two ages at which dogs are selected for
careers as a Working Dogs. Puppies are often selected for future
careers asWorkingDogs when they are ready to leave the breeder,
usually at around 8 weeks of age. Breeders and judges of canine
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structure have long observed that structural evaluation of puppies
at 8 weeks of age most accurately predicts adult structure. One
all-breed judge who has evaluated thousands of dogs as puppies
and again as adults has described her procedure for the structural
evaluation of puppies (16).

A second age at which Working Dogs are selected is
late adolescence or young adulthood. Government agencies
frequently purchase young adult, partly trained Working Dogs
because at this age, dogs are already demonstrating their working
temperament and many of their adult structural features.

SIZE AND SUBSTANCE

When evaluating canine structure, it is important to have the
dogs positioned in a standardized stance that allows comparison
between individuals. In this review we will use the position in

which dogs are stood (or stacked) to be structurally evaluated
in conformation shows. In that stance, the radius and ulna of
both thoracic limbs are placed perpendicular to the ground, the
metatarsals are placed perpendicular to the ground, and the head
is held up with face looking forward (Table 1).

It is essential for Working Dogs to have su!cient size and
substance to be able to carry out their various functions. For
example, during acceleration, the greatest amount of power in
the pelvic limb occurs at the coxofemoral joint (10). These forces
require not only stable coxofemoral joint conformation, but also
optimal development of the muscles that power hip movement.
Su!cient size and substance are necessary to produce this power.

When discussing size and substance, the following
components are considered: height, generally measured from
the ground to the top of the scapula (the withers); body length,
usually measured from the cranial aspect of the manubrium
(the prosternum) to the caudal aspect of the ischiatic tuberosity

TABLE 1 | Structure-Function Components for Breed Standards for Three Working Dog Breeds.

German shepherd dog

(effective 1978)

“The first impression of a good German Shepherd Dog is that of a strong, agile, well muscled animal, alert and full of life. It is

well-balanced, with harmonious development of the forequarter and hindquarter. The dog is longer than tall, deep-bodied,

and presents an outline of smooth curves rather than angles. It looks substantial and not spindly, giving the impression,

both at rest and in motion, of muscular fitness and nimbleness without any look of clumsiness or soft living.”

“The breed has a distinct personality marked by direct and fearless, but not hostile, expression, self-confidence and a

certain aloofness that does not lend itself to immediate and indiscriminate friendships. The dog must be approachable,

quietly standing its ground and showing confidence and willingness to meet overtures without itself making them. It is

poised, but when the occasion demands, eager and alert; both fit and willing to serve in its capacity as companion,

watchdog, blind leader, herding dog, or guardian, whichever the circumstances may demand.”

“The ideal dog is a working animal with an incorruptible character combined with body and gait suitable for the arduous

work that constitutes its primary purpose.”

Belgian malinois

(effective 1990)

“The Belgian Malinois is a well-balanced, square dog, elegant in appearance with an exceedingly proud carriage of

the head and neck. The dog is strong, agile, well-muscled, alert, and full of life. He stands squarely on all fours and

viewed from the side, the topline, forelegs, and hind legs closely approximate a square. The whole conformation

gives the impression of depth and solidity without bulkiness.”

Labrador retriever*

(effective 1994)

“The Labrador Retriever is a strongly built, medium-sized, short-coupled, dog possessing a sound, athletic,

well-balanced conformation that enables it to function as a retrieving gun dog; the substance and soundness to

hunt waterfowl or upland game for long hours under difficult conditions; the character and quality to win in the

show ring; and the temperament to be a family companion. Physical features and mental characteristics should

denote a dog bred to perform as an efficient Retriever of game with a stable temperament suitable for a variety of

pursuits beyond the hunting environment. The most distinguishing characteristics of the Labrador Retriever are its

short, dense, weather resistant coat … a clean-cut head with broad back skull and moderate stop; powerful

jaws… The typical Labrador possesses style and quality without over refinement, and substance without lumber

or cloddiness. The Labrador is bred primarily as a working gun dog; structure and soundness are of great

importance.”

German Shepherd Dog Belgian Malinois Labrador Retriever

*Quotes are from the American Kennel Club breed standards. The breed standards of these three breeds can be found at https://images.akc.org/pdf/breeds/standards/

GermanShepherdDog.pdf, https://images.akc.org/pdf/breeds/standards/BelgianMalinois.pdf, and https://images.akc.org/pdf/breeds/standards/LabradorRetriever.pdf, respectively.

Breed standards of the Canadian Kennel Club, The Kennel Club of the United Kingdom, and other registries may differ slightly and can be obtained online.
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(Figure 1); the relative proportions of the thoracic, lumbar and
pelvic components of the body; the dog’s weight. Most Working
Dogs range in height from 21.5” (53.75 cm) to 26” (65 cm) at the
withers, with females generally !2” (5 cm) shorter than males.
The German Shepherd Dog and Labrador Retriever standards
both state that the body length should be slightly longer than
the height. In contrast, the Belgian Malinois states that these two
lengths should be equal. With respect to weight, most Working
Dogs lie in the range of 50–80 lb (23–36 kg).

A Working Dog needs to be tall enough to be able to
walk at a speed consistent with that of its handler, to run at
speeds necessary for chase and apprehension, and have su!cient
substance to be able to constitute a substantial threat and stop
a fleeing person if necessary. However, moderation in size and
substance are also important. All other things being equal, a
heavier dog is unlikely to run as fast or have the same endurance
as a lighter dog of the same height [Figure 2; (17)]. By the
same token, a dog that is lacking in substance might not have
the muscular strength to apprehend a large man or to carry
the weight of equipment and/or an armored vest throughout
an active day. Most individuals of the German Shepherd Dog,
Belgian Malinois and Labrador Retriever breeds have balanced
combinations of size and substance su!cient to carry out

FIGURE 1 | Customary sites for measurement of body length and height.

Illustration by M. Schlehr.

FIGURE 2 | Two German Shepherd Dogs of the same height and overall

structure, but with different size and substance. Because of its heavier

substance, the dog on the right would be physically less suitable for tasks

involving speed and endurance. Illustration by M. Schlehr.

their functions as Working Dogs, although particularly heavy-
set or small, weedy individuals should be avoided during the
selection process.

Working Dogs should have a large chest for su!cient lung
capacity, but the chest should not be so wide as to interfere
with gait, as happens with bulldogs, for example (8). Therefore,
it is desirable to have the rib cage occupying a large part of
the body length, certainly more than half and probably closer
to two-thirds of the distance between the manubrium and the
ischiatic tuberosity, and to have su!cient depth of chest as well.
The lumbar component of the spine provides for a great deal of
spinal flexibility, both dorsoventral and lateral, but should also be
well-muscled to prevent hyperflexion, particularly during sudden
or unexpected movements as can happen during apprehension.
Paraspinal and abdominal muscles should be firm to the touch
on the standing dog.

Neck and Topline
The topline consists of the upper profile of the dog from
the top of the head to the base of the tail. The neck and
topline reflect the positioning of the axial skeleton, which
supports the ribcage and pelvis and forms a structure for
the attachment of the thoracic and pelvic limbs. The axial
skeleton is wrapped in the core musculature, which is critical
for all components of movement (14). Most students of canine
structure and function believe that the neck should be of
medium length (18). A long, thin neck lacks the strength to
carry heavy objects or support and stabilize the dog during
apprehension. A short neck will prevent the full use of the head
as a counterbalance and can inhibit thoracic limb movement.
The neck should merge with the shoulders gradually; an
abrupt junction between neck and shoulders is believed by
those who study canine structure to indicate less than ideal
shoulder structure.

The backline is the part of the topline from the withers
caudally. This should be strong and level in Labrador Retrievers
and Belgian Malinois and slightly sloping from cranial to
caudal in German Shepherd Dogs from working lines; this
slope can be very extreme in German Shepherd dogs from
conformation lines. The e"ects of this extremely sloped topline
on the dog’s strength and mobility have not been objectively
studied. A topline that sags in the middle (lordosis) usually
indicates weak core (paraspinal and abdominal) musculature
but can also be indicative of abnormal vertebral structure.
A kyphotic (roached) back is often an indicator of pain,
although many German Shepherd Dogs that are bred for
conformation have this structure. The e"ects of this altered
axial skeletal conformation on function also have not been
objectively studied. Note that all dogs have a normal, small
dip in their topline at T11. The dorsal spinous processes
of the cervical vertebrae and first 10 thoracic vertebrae are
pointed dorsocaudally, while those of the vertebrae caudal to
T11 are pointed dorsocranially, and the dorsal spinous process
of T11 (the anticlinal vertebra) is very short to accommodate
this change in direction of the spinous processes, creating a
slight depression.
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THORACIC LIMB STRUCTURE

There are few peer-reviewed publications on the relationships
between canine thoracic or pelvic limb structure and function.
As a result, we are dependent on the observations of individuals
who have spent decades observing dogs and correlating structure
with e!ciency of movement and performance longevity. Three of
these individuals have published their observations in excellently
illustrated books (19–21). The discussions of structure presented
here represent an amalgam of their observations, with the results
of peer-reviewed publications inserted where such exist.

Thoracic Limb Angulation – Side View
When evaluating structure of the thoracic and pelvic limbs, it
is important to be able to observe and/or palpate the bones as
they exist under the skin and soft tissues. The term thoracic
limb angulation is used by those who study canine structure to
describe the angle at which the scapula lies o" of vertical and the
angles at which the scapula, humerus, and radius and ulna meet
at the shoulder and elbow joints, respectively, when the dog is
standing in the standard, stacked position. Together, these angles
help to determine the ability of the thoracic limb to carry out
all of its functions in both moving and stabilizing the body. In
most breeds the thoracic limbs bear approximately 60% of the
dog’s weight when standing, walking and trotting, and they bear
the entire weight of the dog in addition to the e"ects of gravity
when the dog is landing from a jump and when the thoracic
limbs are bearing the dog’s weight during the gallop. The thoracic
limbs also function in providing lift at the initiation of jumping.
Although in the past, the thoracic limbs were thought to function
more for stabilization than forward drive in the moving dog,
recent studies suggest that they also play an important role in
providing propulsion for forward motion (12).

When the dog is moving forward, abundant thoracic limb
angulation, along with optimal musculature, allows the limb
to unfold and reach well forward ahead of the dog, to pull
the dog’s body forward while supporting its weight. Correct
angulation and strength also permit the thoracic limbs to extend
far caudally, allowing for a long stride length, and to provide lift
before beginning the swing phase of the stride in which the dog
again reaches forward. Since taking short or long strides require
approximately the same amount of energy, it is an advantage to
take fewer strides when moving from A to B. At the same time,
taking excessively long strides can reduce stability, since stability
decreases the further the paw is from the center of gravity. As is
so often the case, a balance between stability and forward motion
is required.

Thoracic limb angulation is most readily evaluated by
assessing two specific features: the angle at which the scapula
lies o" of vertical and the relative length of humerus, which also
determines the angles at the shoulder and elbow joints (19, 20).
Scapular angle and length of humerus appear to have di"erent
inheritance. Together, they significantly a"ect the e!ciency of
thoracic limb function.

Angle of Scapula
Movement of the shoulder blade along the rib cage makes up
at least 65% of the stride length in dogs (15). A lack of bony

attachment of the scapula to the axial skeleton provides for
increased range of motion of the thoracic limb, and the angle at
which the scapula lies against the ribs is an important factor in
allowing extension of the shoulder joint and thus free movement
of the entire thoracic limb. To evaluate thoracic limb angulation,
the dog should be positioned in the stacked position with the
radius and ulna perpendicular to the ground, the metatarsals
perpendicular to the ground, and the head held up and muzzle
approximately parallel to the ground. This standardized position
allows angulation of the thoracic limb to be evaluated in a
consistent manner and permits dog-to-dog comparisons.

The angle at which the scapula lies o" of vertical is also
referred to as shoulder layback. It is determined by imagining
a line perpendicular to the ground that passes through the
cranial-most aspect of the greater tubercle of the humerus, then
imagining another line that starts at the cranial aspect of the
greater tubercle of the humerus and extends to the dorsal-
most aspect of the dorsal rim of the scapula (Figure 3). This
angle at which these two lines meet ideally is 30! based on
cineradiographic imaging studies (20). Many books and breed
standards describe the correct angle of scapula as 45!, but without
objective substantiation (22). This angle can be assessed, with
some di!culty, using a goniometer with one arm laid along
a straight edge set perpendicular to the ground and abutting
the cranial aspect of the greater tubercle of the humerus, and
the other arm extending from the cranial aspect of the greater
tubercle of the humerus to the dorsal-most part of the dorsal
rim of the scapula. More often, the scapular angle is assessed
subjectively by placing the thumb and index finger of one hand
on the dorsal-most aspect of the two scapulae and comparing
how far caudally they are positioned relative to other individuals
of the same or other breeds. The more caudally the dorsal-most
aspect of the rim of the scapula is positioned, the greater the angle
of the scapula. Su!cient angle of scapula is desirable because it
allows greater shoulder joint extension and thus more forward
reach of the thoracic limb.

FIGURE 3 | The angle of the scapula is determined by imagining a line

perpendicular to the ground that passes through the cranial-most aspect of

the greater tubercle of the humerus, then imagining another line that starts at

the cranial aspect of the greater tubercle of the humerus and extends to the

dorsal-most aspect of the dorsal rim of the scapula. Illustration by M. Schlehr.
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Dogs with greater angle of scapula tend to have more
developed shoulder muscles, particularly the supraspinatus,
infraspinatus and triceps muscles. This might be because these
three muscles support the shoulder joint in its angled state in
the standing dog. If the scapula lies in a more vertical position,
the bones might play a larger role in support. Dogs with a
greater angle of scapula are thought to experience less concussion
on the shoulder joint particularly when landing with the limb
in extension, such as when landing from a jump or when the
dog is in a gallop. This is because the well-angled shoulder
with greater shoulder muscle strength and greater length of
the muscle/tendon units can better flex to absorb the shock of
landing and elongate to withstand eccentric contraction of the
supraspinatus and biceps muscles as the dog’s body falls forward.
Resistance to injury from eccentric contraction of these muscles
is important given that tendinopathies of these two muscles are
amongst the most common injuries in active dogs (23).

Length of Humerus
A second structural variable of the canine thoracic limb is the
length of the humerus, which largely determines the angles of the
shoulder and elbow joints. Ideally, the humerus should be long
enough to place the dog’s radius and ulna in a caudal position,
where it can help to support the weight of the chest, when the dog
is standing with the radius and ulna perpendicular to the ground.
It has been observed by those who study canine structure, that in
a dog with an optimal length humerus, a line from the dorsal rim
of the scapula to the cranial aspect of the greater tubercle of the
humerus is equal in length to a line drawn from the cranial aspect
of the greater tubercle of the humerus to the olecranon process in
the standing dog (Figure 4). These lengths are easily measured
using a flexible tape measure.

Another way that dog breeders and judges evaluate humeral
length is to imagine a line drawn perpendicular to the ground
through the center of the radius and ulna on a stacked dog. This
line should intersect with the dog’s topline at the junction of the

FIGURE 4 | For ideal humeral length, a line drawn from the olecranon process

to the cranial aspect of the greater tubercle of the humerus should be the

same length as one drawn from the cranial aspect of the greater tubercle of the

humerus to the dorsal-most aspect of the scapula. Illustration by M. Schlehr.

neck and the back (the withers). In a dog with a short humerus,
the distal thoracic limb is positioned more cranially, resulting in
a line that intersects the topline further cranially along the neck
(Figure 5).

Dogs with a short humerus have less acute angles at the
shoulder and elbow. This might be the reason why it has been
observed that these dogs tend to have less well-developed thoracic
limb musculature, since they do not have to support these joints
in a more angled position. Logically, this would produce more
concussion on the bones of these two joints during movement,
and more stress on the extensor muscles for these joints during
eccentric contraction. To the extent that scapular angle and/or
humeral length deviate from ideal, thoracic limb function will
be compromised.

Limb angulation does not remain static throughout a dog’s
life; it changes in response to injury and level of fitness. Dogs
with injuries to the thoracic or pelvic limb often experience disuse
muscle atrophy. As a result, they frequently stand with less acute
angles of the joints, letting the bones stacked one above the
other take over more of the function of supporting the limbs.
In addition, since it takes muscular e!ort to support a well-
angulated limb, if a dog is not optimally fit, it will have less than
optimal thoracic and/or pelvic limb angulation. Measuring the
degree of limb angulation when the dog is standing naturally is
one way to monitor progress during rehabilitation.

Thoracic Limb - Front View
For the thoracic limbs to function optimally in movement, they
have to be able to grip a stable substrate (usually the ground) and
then use muscular strength to transfer power along the length
of the limb in a sagittal plane to propel the body (9). The most
e!ective way to transfer power is in a straight line. As a result,
the standing dog’s thoracic limbs, when viewed from the front,
should form a straight line perpendicular to the ground from
the foot to the body, with minimal bend at carpus or elbow,
as demonstrated by the dog on the left in Figure 6. When the

FIGURE 5 | Ideally, a line drawn perpendicular to the ground through the

center of the radius and ulna should intersect with the topline at the junction of

the neck and back (the withers). Illustration by M. Schlehr.
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thoracic limbs are not straight when viewed from the front, as
in the dog on the right in Figure 6, which demonstrates bilateral
carpal valgus deformities, the same amount of muscular e!ort
results in dissipation of the power, reducing the e!ect of the
power output on movement. In addition, this can increase stress
on the lateral and medical collateral ligaments and tendons that
support the joint.

In the relaxed standing dog, it is normal for the thoracic
limbs to be slightly externally rotated resulting in the feet being
positioned with the toes pointing slightly laterally (Figure 7). It is
believed that this rotation provides stability for the standing dog,
just as a lateral position of the feet do in the standing human, and
should not be confused with the valgus deformity seen in the right
panel of Figure 6. When the dog in Figure 7 gaits, the thoracic
limbs rotate on their axes, thanks to the rotational movements of
the radius and ulna, and the feet strike the ground with the toes
pointing cranially and no bend at the carpus, providing the most
e"cient grip on the ground and transfer of power to the body. In
contrast, when a dog with valgus deformity gaits, the foot remains
externally rotated and the carpal deformity persists.

Feet and Dew Claws
The shape of dogs’ feet varies depending on the dog’s original
function. Dogs that were bred to move over rocky or uneven

FIGURE 6 | When viewed from the front, the thoracic limbs should form a

straight line perpendicular to the ground (Left). Angled limbs (Right) dissipate

the power output during movement (arrows). Illustration by M. Schlehr.

ground, tend to have compact feet (termed cat feet). Cat feet have
toes that are all of equal length, forming a half-circle around the
central pad (Figure 8). These feet are often considered analogous
to the knobby tires of an ATV, that are designed for improved
grip on uneven surfaces. Indeed, many breeds with cat feet were
bred to be agile moving in all directions or over rough ground.
A typical instance is the Afghan hound, which was bred to hunt
agile prey over rocky ground.

In contrast, dogs that were bred to run fast in relatively straight
lines, such as the Greyhound, tend to have a more elongated
foot shape (termed hare feet). In these feet, the first and second
phalanges of the third and fourth digits are longer than those
of the second and the fifth digits, so those toes are longer. An
elongated foot is thought to provide an advantage when running
straight ahead and is somewhat analogous to the slick tires of a
race car, which provide additional grip for forward motion.

The superficial digital flexor tendon inserts on the distal
second phalanx of each toe, so the dog’s toes are spring-like,
allowing for improved impact absorption. Repetitive strain to
the superficial digital flexor tendon of one or more toes can
cause permanent lengthening of these tendons. This results
in an increase in the angle of extension at the carpus, and
flattening of the phalanges, reducing the ability of the carpus
and feet to absorb impact. The breed standards for all three
breeds under consideration in this review call for compact feet,
and the Belgian Malinois standard specifically states, “The feet
are round (cat footed) and well-padded with the toes curved
close together” while the rear feet “may be slightly elongated.”
Practically speaking, however, most German Shepherd Dogs
today tend to have excessive angle of extension at the carpus, and
elongated, rather than round, feet. In those German Shepherd
Dogs that have more thoracic and pelvic limb angulation, the
toes are often, but not always, splayed (Figure 9), although an
individual of any breed can have splayed feet. This is thought to
reduce the ability of the toes to work as a unit and to increase
the risk of toe injuries, since a single toe can be more easily
separated from the others, resulting in medial or lateral collateral
ligament sprain.

FIGURE 7 | When a dog is standing relaxed, it is normal for the thoracic limbs

to be externally rotated, resulting in the feet being positioned with the toes

pointing away from each other. This provides stability in the standing position.
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FIGURE 8 | Cat (Left) and hare (Right) feet, demonstrating the longer 1st

and 2nd phalanges of the 3rd and 4th digits in the hare foot (arrows).

Illustration by M. Schlehr.

FIGURE 9 | Many German Shepherd Dogs bred for conformation have

splayed toes, which might be a reflection of the generalized increased laxity of

ligaments and tendons in this breed. Illustration by M. Schlehr.

All dogs are born with a first digit on the thoracic limb, also
known as the dew claw. Many dogs have their front dew claws
removed as 3-day-old puppies because their breeders wish to
reduce the risk of dew claw injuries. Breeders of conformation
dogs also believe that the absence of a dew claw makes the legs
appear straighter when viewed from the front. None of the breed
standards of the German Shepherd Dog, the Belgian Malinois or
the Labrador Retriever require the dew claws to be removed, and
in fact less than a handful of the!200 breed standards do.

Examination of the muscles and tendons attached to the
front dewclaws confirm that these digits are functional (1).
Four tendons that connect the dewclaw to muscles of the distal
thoracic limb (Figure 10) demonstrate that this digit does have
the ability to move individually. To the best of our knowledge,
all wild carnivores with the exception of African wild dogs

FIGURE 10 | Tendons that attach to the thoracic limb dew claw. Illustration by

M. Schlehr (from Miller and Evan’s Guide to the Anatomy of the Dog).

have front dewclaws, providing evolutionary proof that they are
functional digits.

The front dew claws appear to be non-functional when the dog
is in a standing position because they are not in contact with the
ground. However, when dogs are cantering, galloping or jumping
and thus bearing the majority of their weight on the thoracic
limbs, the dew claw does contact the ground (Figure 11). It is
then available to dig into the ground to help stabilize the thoracic
limb and reduce torque to the carpus and proximal limbwhen the
dog is turning. An unexpected function of dew claws is to help
dogs climb out on ice when the dog accidentally slips through the
ice of a pond (or intentionally goes swimming in freezing water).
In their position on the medial aspect of the thoracic limbs, they
can act as little ice picks to help the dog grip the ice and lift
itself out of the water. As a result, many individuals who train
performance and working dogs recommend that dew claws not
be amputated.

Dew claws on the pelvic limb are almost always vestigial
and lack the tendinous attachments of the thoracic limb
dew claws. They generally are removed within a few days
of birth, except in those breeds such as the Beauceron,
Briard, Great Pyrenees, Icelandic Sheepdog, and some others
for which the breed standard specifies the presence of rear
dew claws.
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FIGURE 11 | A Corgi herding a sheep demonstrating the use of its left

thoracic limb dew claw (arrow) in turning.

FIGURE 12 | A dog has ideal (moderate) pelvic limb angulation when a line

drawn perpendicular to the ground touching the caudal aspect of the ischiatic

tuberosity meets the ground at the cranial aspect of the toes (red line).

Illustration by M. Schlehr.

PELVIC LIMB STRUCTURE

Pelvic Limb Angulation – Side View
Pelvic limb angulation, the angles at which the pelvis and long
bones meet one another when the dog is standing, varies widely
between di!erent breeds and also between individuals within
those breeds. Those who study and evaluate canine structure
often refer to this as rear angulation by (19–21). As with other
structural evaluations, pelvic limb angulation is best assessed by
having the dog stand in the stacked position, with the metatarsals
oriented perpendicular to the ground. A rule of thumb used by
those who study canine structure to evaluate rear angulation is
to draw an imaginary line perpendicular to the ground along the
caudal aspect of the ischiatic tuberosity (Figure 12). Ideally that
line should pass through the cranial aspect of the toes, or within
a half of the dog’s foot length cranial or caudal to that point.

There are advantages and disadvantages to having either
minimal or excessive pelvic limb angulation. Dogs with abundant
pelvic limb angulation are able to unfold their limbs to reach
farther forward with each stride, powering the body further
forward as they extend their pelvic limbs far caudally before
lifting the foot for the swing phase of the stride. Excessive pelvic
limb angulation, however, is often associated with instability.

Since the majority of the pelvic limb musculature is in the
proximal part of the limb, there is minimal musculature to
stabilize the distal pelvic limb, particularly the tarsus, against
lateral or rotational movement. In addition, as with the thoracic
limb, stability decreases the further the foot is from a position
directly under the dog’s trunk.

Williams et al. demonstrated that the greatest increases
in power during acceleration of Greyhounds occurred at the
coxofemoral and tarsal joints (10). There cannot be power driving
movement without stability. The pelvic limb needs to drive
acceleration in the sagittal plane. Any lateral movement dissipates
this power. Biomechanically, there is an inverse relationship
between rear angulation and stability. In the moving dog there
is a need for balance between su"cient pelvic limb angulation to
provide for power for acceleration and continued movement, but
also su"cient stability to apply that power e!ectively against the
ground. This balance is thought to be achieved throughmoderate
pelvic limb angulation as demonstrated in Figure 12.

There is strong evidence of functional trade-o!s in comparing
the limb muscles of dogs that have been selectively bred for
running vs. fighting (11). Dogs such as Greyhounds that were
bred for running have substantially less musculature in the distal
limbs so that there is less weight distally and thus reduced
rotational inertia of their oscillating limbs. In addition, they tend
to have weaker musculature in the thoracic limbs than the pelvic
limbs. The pelvic limbs are thought to have a greater role in
acceleration while the thoracic limbs are more important for
deceleration (24, 25).

In contrast, dogs bred for fighting, such as Pit Bulls, tend to
have well-muscled distal limbs that can produce more power
and sustain improved agility as well as balance and opponent
manipulation (11). They also have more equal musculature in
their thoracic and pelvic limbs. In these breeds thoracic limb
strength is believed to be essential for rapid turning and agility.
It is interesting to ponder which of these structural di!erences
are ideal for Working Dogs, which have functions that require
both acceleration and agility. As with so many other structural
features, a balance between the two extremes is likely ideal.

Some breeds have been selectively bred to have extreme
pelvic limb angulation. One of these is the German Shepherd
Dog, particularly those bred for conformation dog shows, which
has shown marked increases in rear limb angulation from
moderate to extremely angulated over the last several decades
(Figure 13A). Many individuals of this breed have such extreme
angulation that they are unable to stand in the typical stacked
position but insteadmust stand with one pelvic limb’s metatarsals
perpendicular. to the ground, and with the other pelvic limb’s
foot placed under the body to improve stability. The result of
this extreme pelvic limb angulation is that the pelvis is positioned
closer to the ground, and the dog’s spine is extremely sloped
from cranial to caudal. This extreme pelvic limb angulation often
cannot be compensated for by muscular strength, and these dogs’
tarsi swing medially each time the feet are planted, thus reducing
the power transmitted to the body. Often these dogs experience
such instability on the standing leg that they are unable to lift
the contralateral foot fully on the swing phase of the stride
(Figure 13B).

Frontiers in Veterinary Science | www.frontiersin.org 9 October 2020 | Volume 7 | Article 559055



 44 

  

Zink and Schlehr Working Dog Structure and Function

FIGURE 13 | (A) Changes in the pelvic limb structure of the German Shepherd

Dog over the last several decades. (B) A healthy, year-old German Shepherd

Dog with extreme pelvic limb angulation showing medial displacement of the

right tarsus at the end of the stance phase (left), and a knuckling of the right

pelvic limb due to the inability of the left pelvic limb to support the contralateral

limb during the swing phase. Illustration by M. Schlehr.

To the best of our knowledge, these structural changes in
the German Shepherd Dog provide no functional advantages.
Any potential advantage in function appears to be o!set
by instability. As observed by Fischer and Lilje, “whenever
selection starts, whether it is the skull or locomotion, it will
a!ect other parts of the body” (15). The German Shepherd
Dog tends to have laxity in many joints throughout the
body, not just in the pelvic limb. These dogs also frequently
have an increased angle of carpal extension when standing,
splayed toes, etc. It is possible that this reflects an unintended
selection in these dogs toward increased extensibility of all
tendons and ligaments while selecting for extreme pelvic limb
angulation. It is therefore perhaps not surprising that German
Shepherd Dogs have a very high prevalence of hip dysplasia
as compared to other large breeds with more moderate pelvic

FIGURE 14 | Correct pelvic limb conformation, when viewed from the rear, in

the Labrador Retriever (Left). The pelvic limbs of herding breeds often exhibit

mild external rotation (Middle), but excessive external rotation (Right) should

be avoided. Illustration by M. Schlehr.

limb angulation such as Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers,
and Rottweilers (26). This might be one reason why many
organizations are moving away from using German Shepherd
Dogs as Working Dogs, or cross-breeding them with Belgian
Malinois.

At the other extreme of pelvic limb angulation are
breeds with very straight pelvic limb angulation. Although
minimal pelvic limb angulation is more typical of breeds
originally developed for guarding, some individuals of the
usual Working Dog breeds can also have relatively limited
pelvic limb angulation. Biomechanically, minimal pelvic limb
angulation tends to increase the potential for torque along
the axis of the limb and may result in increased stress
on the ligaments of the stifle and tarsus. Both extremes
of pelvic limb angulation should be avoided when selecting
Working Dogs.

Pelvic Limb - Rear View
In many breeds, when viewed from the rear, the pelvic limbs
should extend distally from the greater trochanter parallel to
each other and perpendicular to the ground (Figure 14, left).
Breeds such as herding dogs, whose functions require the
dog to make quick turns, frequently stand with the pelvic
limbs externally rotated, such that the tarsi are positioned
medially relative to the stifles and feet (Figure 14, middle).
This pelvic limb structure provides greater stability when the
dog is required to frequently crouch, lie down and stand up.
Further, it allows the toes to push o! with more power when
turning. This pelvic limb conformation is almost universal
in German Shepherd Dogs and is very common in Belgian
Malinois, both of which are herding breeds. It is less common
in Labrador Retrievers, which were bred to run in straight
lines to retrieve game. If this external rotation of the pelvic
limbs is extreme (Figure 14, right), however, it can interfere
with forward movement and should be avoided when selecting
Working Dogs.
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FIGURE 15 | Balanced angulation in the Belgian Malinois (left). The dog on the

right is imbalanced, with less thoracic limb angulation than pelvic limb

angulation. Illustration by M. Schlehr.

BALANCED THORACIC AND PELVIC LIMB
ANGULATION

The thoracic and pelvic limbs in a given dog should have
approximately equal, or balanced, angulation. This is important
for coordination of movement, particularly at the trot, when
diagonally opposite thoracic and pelvic limbs strike the ground
at the same time. If the thoracic limbs, for example, have less
angulation than the pelvic limbs, they will have a shorter stride
length and therefore a shorter cycle time than the pelvic limbs,
making it di!cult for diagonally opposite limbs to strike the
ground at the same time. In addition, the less angulated limbs are
generally less muscular than the more angulated ones. The most
common form of lack of balance is when dogs have less thoracic
than pelvic limb angulation (Figure 15).

For a dog to achieve the optimal thoracic or pelvic limb
angulation that is consistent with its genetics, the dog’s
musculature must be fully developed. Further, strong muscles are
required for the limbs to provide optimal power for movement.
Dogs with straighter thoracic or pelvic limb angulation tend to
have weaker limb musculature. This might be in part because in
the standing dog, supporting the weight with bones at a more
acute angle requires active muscle contraction. In a dog with
less angulation a greater percentage of the dog’s weight can be
supported by the bones. All Working Dogs should be engaged in
routine fitness programs to optimize their musculature and thus
their angulation and function.

THE HEAD

Skull morphology is a major factor in bite force (27). Working
Dogs should have large heads to provide su!ciently powerful
bite muscles (predominantly the masseter and the temporalis
muscles), strong jaw bones, and well-muscled necks. They also
should have full dentition; a good scissors bite provides the

strongest grip. Mesocephalic skulls provide the best combination
of a moderate length muzzle and good teeth (28). Working Dogs
also should have large, open nostrils to facilitate the passage of air
when scenting.

THE TAIL

The tail provides an important counterbalance for dogs when
they need to turn quickly, either on land or when swimming.
The tail also helps elevate the dog’s rear assembly after the apex
of trajectory of a jump, helping the dog land on its front feet.
A Working Dog’s tail should be strong and of enough length to
provide su!cient counterbalance, especially for jobs that require
jumping or sharp turns.

THE COAT

Working dogs need a weather-resistant coat that dries easily
when wet, sheds dirt, and is easy to care for. Most Working
Dog breeds have a double coat, characterized by large
guard hairs that stand up from the skin supported by the
undercoat, which consists of more numerous, finer hairs. Most
organizations prefer to have dogs of a color that blends with the
environment, so white dogs or extensive white markings are not
advisable.

CONCLUSION

There are many components of structure that can a"ect the
ability of a Working Dog to achieve its optimum abilities and to
have a long, injury-free career. These components are important
to consider when selecting an adult dog for a career as a
Working Dog. Breeders of future Working Dogs should give
strong consideration to selecting for the characteristics that will
allow these dogs to excel in their careers and live long and
productive lives.
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  I would first of all like to say thank you for the Honorary Membership 

awarded to Bob.  It just makes me feel so proud of him.  I know Bob would 
not only be humbled but extremely grateful for the kindness and generosity 
shown to him in this way.   I can assure you I echo that sentiment as well. 

I would like to add how much Golden Retrievers and the Golden Retriever 
Club of Canada changed our lives on so many levels.  Meeting Jane Christy 
and being introduced to our very first Golden “Cabot” was love at first sight 
and the start of a love for the breed we never thought could have existed.   
There is absolutely no doubt our life was enriched by having these beautiful 
dogs and the friendships we made along the way because of them.  Our 
“doggie friends”, as we so affectionately called them gave us so many 
wonderful memories which we both cherished and treasured.  To this day 
wherever I go I still hear “Bob Cox” stories.  There are just so many, they 
make us laugh and we even shed a few tears.  Bob would prefer the laughter.  
Those stories bring me a lot of joy.  That sweet little boy “Cabot” took us on 
quite a journey but more importantly it took Bob on an even more important 
journey, becoming involved in the GRCC.  His passion for the breed and for 
GRCC was evident.  In an article written by Kim Sheehan, Gail Wormington 
and Jane Christy for the Smiling Blue Skies Angels they said and I quote “Bob 
was the club cheerleader, promoting GRCC in many ways especially moving it 
forward, plus his enthusiasm to motivate others.”  In addition, they stated 
“His heart of Gold is something he gave a little piece of to pretty much 
everyone he met.”  Bob would be embarrassed by these words but knowing 
the softer side of him, he would be pleased to know that people thought he 
may have made a difference.             Thank You to all of you for all the great 
memories.  ……….  Esther  
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Summer’s over.  Wow.  I still feel like this year has been a bit of a blur.  I sure can’t wait for things to start to return 
to some sense of normalcy. 

In BC this year, the GRCBC has had to adapt to COVID restrictions.  All of our meetings are Zoom meetings now.  
The only events we’ve been able to host are our field events.  The Zoom meetings have been a resounding success.  
We’ve had club members from all over the province attend and overall attendance has been higher.  It sure is nice 
to get perspective from other than the Lower Mainland. 

In September, we successfully held a Junior/Senior/Master Hunt Test.  In order to comply with COVID protocols, 
competitors were urged to come alone, wear a mask when not on the line, leave the grounds after running their 
dogs (receiving ribbons/duck bands if successful), maintain 2 minimum metre distancing, and no spectators were 
allowed.  Equipment was regularly sanitized, and the judges were kept away from the rest of the crowd.  While it 
was not the optimal way to run a test, I feel we did a pretty good job, and we had good feedback from the 
competitors and judges.  Val Beliak, the GRCBC Field VP, and her committee did an outstanding job hosting the 
event. 

For the rest of this year, and into next, we’ll be hosting a number of limited entry Hunt Test picnics, as this seems 
to be a reasonably safe and fun way to get our dogs out and working.  More information will be available on the 
GRCBC website.  (www.grcbc.org) 

As we go into the holiday season and the end of 2020, my hope is that everyone and their dogs stay safe, healthy, 
and happy. 

Respectfully,  

Pat Beaulieu, BC Regional Director 

 

 

 

	

	

	

	

I	have	nothing	to	report	but	include	the	Club	Business	for	the	last	3	months.	Christine 

~ Secretary’s Report~ 

Christine Kobler 

 

 

 

~British Columbia Director~ 

Pat Beaulieu 
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RESOLUTION AMENDED  5 (AUG 2020) - ANNUAL AWARDS  - PASSED 
 

Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, the following 

Amendments to the General Policies (re Annual Awards) : PASSED 

 

Red indicates a change, blue provides an explanation and will not be included in 

the final wording 

 

GENERAL POLICIES  
 
1. All Event trophies will be presented at the show or trial involved, and will 

remain in the possession of the Club. 

 

When Event or Annual trophies are present at the show or trial involved, they will 

remain in the possession of the GRCC.  

 

Event keeper trophies will be presented at the show or trial involved. It will be the 

responsibility of the GRCC to supply an engraved plate for every event keeper 

trophy. The plate will be forwarded to the recipient within a reasonable time, at 

the expense of the GRCC.  

 

(At the moment, the Event and Annual trophies are not being shipped to each 

National Specialty.) 

 

2. Challenge Trophies will be won outright when the same dog and owner has 

been awarded the same trophy for three (3) consecutive years.  If the recipient 

decides to keep the trophy in his possession when awarded as above, then it is 

the responsibility of the recipient to provide a suitable replacement trophy at 

his/her expense.  

The replacement trophy would have to be approved by the GRCC Board for 

quality and suitability.  If the recipient decides to replace the trophy, he/she 

would then have the option to rename the new trophy.    

 

Explanation:  The above stipulations were the practice in the past, but this was 

not written down. So this is just to clarify the policy that was already in place.  
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3. It will be the responsibility of the GRCC to supply the engraved shield  plate for 
every trophy awarded. 
 
The following will apply as indicated. 
BREED TROPHIES – No breed disqualifying faults. 
PERFORMANCE TROPHIES – No breed disqualifying faults. 
 
ANNUAL TROPHIES 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
 
These requirements apply to all trophies.  Additional requirements may be 
necessary for an individual trophy. 
 

1)  All applicants and owners/co-owners must be members  The owner or at 
least one co-owner must be a member  of the GRCC in good standing. and 
points are acknowledged from the date of receipt of membership.   

Explanation:  There is no need to have all co-owners as members of the GRCC.  
Sometimes the co-owner is a family member who is not involved in the dog 
world.  Or it could be an American breeder who has no interest in joining the 
GRCC.  We do not want to keep our members from winning these awards if they 
are deserved.  As long as one member is a co-owner, that member can apply for 
these awards. 
Explanation regarding points:  This is very ambiguous. It is unclear if this refers 
only to show points, titles, etc.   However, in the past this has been used to 
prevent novice people from applying for trophies, as they didn't know about the 
GRCC until after they started competing.  We want to encourage new 
members.  Why not use the trophies to motivate people to join?   i.e. "You are 
doing really well with your dog. Maybe you would qualify for a trophy.  Why don't 
you join the GRCC?  Please read the COE first!" 
You have to be a member anyway in order to apply for the annual awards.  The 
actual date you join is not important. 
 
 

2) Applications for trophies must be made on the form provided by the GRCC.  
The applicant’s signature verifies that the requirements listed are correct 
and that the dog has no disqualifications to the Breed Standard.  This form 
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will be published in a timely manner via Golden Leaves is available on the 
GRCC website. 

3) Application forms must be submitted to the awards committee chairperson 
on or before the published deadline date.  Any application received after 
that date will be ineligible. 

4) Achievements must have been made in the specified year period beginning 
January 1 and ending December 31, except where noted. 

5) All awards are for Canadian achievements only, and must be verified by 
results as listed in Dogs in Canada where possible  under the Canadian 
Kennel Club official results where possible. 

(Housekeeping change:  Dogs in Canada no longer exists.) 
6) All obedience scores must be qualifying scores. 
7) When applying for trophies requiring hip or eye clearances, copies of the 

clearances must accompany the application.  Hip clearances must be from 
OFA or OVC.  The eye clearance must be dated within the specified year 
period and must be from a board certified ophthalmologist.  Clearances 
must be from organizations approved by the GRCC, as outlined in the GRCC 
Code of Ethics.  
Explanation:  The GRCC has added other clearances, and it is possible that 
more will be added in future.  It is very cumbersome to list them all here, 
when there may be more changes, when this is covered under the COE. 

 
POLICIES 
 

1) In the event of a disagreement between the applicant and the committee, 
it is the applicant’s responsibility to substantiate the results submitted at 
his/her expense.  After such an appeal is heard, then the decision of the 
awards committee on the matter will be final. 

2) All annual awards trophies will be awarded in as good condition as possible.  
It is the responsibility of the recipient to return the trophy to the 
designated person at least four (4) weeks prior to the next annual awards 
banquet.  Trophy recipients will be required to make a $50 deposit and sign 
an agreement with the GRCC if they wish to retain the trophy in their 
possession for the year.  The GRCC reserves the right to claim from the last 
listed recipient the cost of any repairs necessary to restore a trophy 
returned in damaged condition.  
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NOTE:  It is possible that awards may not be shipped to the National 
Specialty every year. (See below for explanation.) 
 

3) The trophy recipient will be responsible for all shipping costs both outgoing 
and incoming, to the designated person and/or awards banquet site, should 
the recipient wish to retain the trophy in his/her possession for the year 
following the awards banquet.   

4) A keeper trophy will be provided by the GRCC, if one is not provided by the 
donor of the annual trophy. 

5) A specified date and place for the presentation of the annual awards will be 
published, in a timely manner, in Golden Leaves. Annual award keeper 
trophies will be presented at the GRCC National Specialty banquet. 
Recipients will be notified in advance by the Awards Chairperson. If the 
recipient is unable to attend, the keeper trophy will be mailed to the 
recipient by the awards chairperson.  

 
Explanations: 
For Items (2) and (3):   Although awards may or may not be at the National 
Specialty, they will no longer be allowed to go home with the winners.  (Too many 
were lost or damaged in the past.) 

RESOLUTION AMENDED 5 (AUG 2020) – ANNUAL AWARDS PASSED
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RESOLUTION 6 (AUGUST 2020) - FIELD TROPHIES - PASSED 
 
Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, that the following Field trophies be 
retired, i.e. the “Annual Awards for Field Picnic Trials” and the “Event” trophies which were to 
be awarded at the annual GRCC licensed field trial. 
 
Explanation: 
As the GRCC no longer runs licensed field trials (or Field Picnic Trials, which are the equivalent 
of sanctioned matches for field trials), there is no reason to keep them. 
 
You will note we have left the Annual trophies as they are, as there is still a possibility they 
could be won, as some of our members are still active in field trials. 
 
 
GRCC Field Trophies 
 
Annual Awards for Field Picnic Trials (not on Website) 
 
Shadywell - High point puppy in training trials. Last year awarded 1988 Base is good, cup is rusty 
 
Winchester Western Canada Ltd. Challenge Trophy – Qualifying Training Competition Trials – 
Golden Retriever Club of Canada. Last awarded 1983. Not all in one piece. 
 
Valenta - Top Junior Golden Retriever in training trials of GRCC. Last awarded 1987. 
 
O’Keefe - For Open All Age Competition Training Trials – The Golden Retriever Club of Canada. 
Last awarded 1985. In fair condition. 
 
Trainer’s Choice Award – (on the website under Junior Handling) Awarded to Juniors running in 
Junior stakes at picnic trials. This trophy may be won only once. Missing.  
 
 
Event - these trophies are to be awarded at the annual GRCC licensed field trial.  
On Website 
Rim Fire - Top Puppy donated by Bill Leggett 
 
GRCC Challenge - Day 1 Top Junior. Missing 
 
Smirnoff Trophy - Day 2 Top Junior.  Missing. Donated by Gilbey Canada Inc.  
 
Master Dog Food - Top qualifying. Missing. Donated by Master Dog Food (Maple Leaf Mills) 
 
Kist Challenge Trophy - Top Open Day 1. Missing. Donated by Mark Saguin 
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Canadian Field Trial News Challenge Trophy - Top Open Day 2. Missing. Donated by Canadian 
Field Trial News 
 
Christopher Burton Perpetual Trophy - Missing. To be awarded to the Top Junior Golden 
Retriever who is owner handled by a member of the GRCC. Donated by Christopher Burton  
 
 
Annuals (all are on website) 
 
Goldendale - Top Junior donated by Tom and Joan Dales. A Junior stake at a retriever trial is for 
dogs 6 months of age and not exceeding 2 years of age on the first day of the trial at which they 
are being run. Last awarded 1988. 
 
W Frank Morley - Awarded annually to the Canadian owned Golden who compiles the most 
points in licensed field trials excluding puppy stake. Last awarded 1986. 
 
Lacarmont - Donated by Tom & Ellen Gray for Top Puppy in Licensed Field Trials. It’s in rough 
shape. Last awarded 1988. 
 
GRCC Challenge - Top Open donated by the GRCC. Last awarded in 1986. Needs repair. 
 
S Magoffin - Top qualifying donated by the Magoffin family.  Last won in 2010.  Missing  ** 
 
     **  Bruce Russell has volunteered to replace the Magoffin Trophy. 
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RESOLUTION 7 (AUGUST 2020) - JUNIOR HANDLING - PASSED 
 
 
Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, the following amendments to the 
Annual Junior Handling Trophies: 
 
Red indicates a change, blue provides an explanation and will not be included in the final 
wording 
 
***ALL OF THESE TROPHIES ARE MISSING AND WE HAVE NO RECORD OF WINNERS***  
 
 
*  Age limit – 1 – 5 years inclusive.   
 This stipulation should be removed.  It seems to be a typo, and it refers to something unknown.  
There are no Juniors in this age group.  
 
The following trophy should be retired.  It is unlikely it would ever be won again, as it relates to 
Field picnic trials.  There is no record of who might have won it in the past, if it was ever won. 
Trainer’s Choice (Field) 
This trophy is intended to encourage Junior members to work with their Goldens and it is open 
to Juniors running Junior Stake at picnic trials.  This trophy may be won only once.  The trophy 
will be awarded to the Junior who trains and handles his/her own Golden in Junior Stake at 
picnic trials and amasses the most points using the following system: 
 First  5 points 
 Second  3 points 
 Third  2 points 
 Fourth  1 point 
 CM  ½ point 
 
We recommend that we keep the following two trophies, as they could be won.  There is a 
minor housekeeping change for each. 
 
Trainer’s Choice Award (Obedience)  
This trophy is intended to encourage Junior members to work with their Goldens and is open to 
Juniors only in Novice A competition.  This trophy may be won only once by an individual Junior.   
The trophy will be awarded to the Junior who trains and handles his/her own Golden, or a 
Golden belonging to an immediate family member, in Novice A competition at CKC licensed 
obedience events and receives the highest first three (3) qualifying scores.  A copy of the CD 
certificate must be submitted with the trophy application.   
In the event of a tie, the age of the Junior trainer/handler will determine the recipient, the 
younger prevailing. 
 
Trainer’s Choice Award (Show) 
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This trophy is intended to encourage Junior members to work with their Goldens and is open to 
Juniors handling their dogs in licensed CKC conformation shows.  This trophy may be won only 
once by an individual Junior. 
This trophy will be awarded to the Junior who handles his/her own Golden or a Golden 
belonging to an immediate family member and who amasses the most points using the 
following point system: 
 
 Top Junior        6 points  (for a maximum of 6 points per show) 
 First  5 points 
 Second  3 points 
 Third  2 points 
 Fourth  1 point 
 
 After the judging of each Junior class, the winners of each class come back into the ring for Top 
Junior.  An extra point is being added to cover this win. 
 
  
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

X   

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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RESOLUTION 8 (AUGUST 2020) - OBEDIENCE TROPHIES - PASSED 
 
Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, the following amendments to the 
Annual Obedience Trophies: 
 
Red indicates a change, blue provides an explanation and will not be included in the final 
wording 
 
Novice A – The Golden Amber Award 
Awarded to the Golden who has the top 3 qualifying scores in Novice A and whose handler was 
a complete novice.  This award is intended for the Novice owner who has never put an 
obedience degree on a dog. The qualifying scores need not be earned in one calendar year.  
However, this trophy can only be earned once by any single dog or handler, and the application 
must be made for the year in which the dog earned the C.D. title. 
 
Top Novice A – Makani Meadows Trophy 
Awarded to the Golden with the top three (3) scores in Novice A. 
The qualifying scores need not be earned in one calendar year.  However, this trophy can only 
be earned once by any single dog, and the application must be made for the year in which the 
dog earned the C.D. title. 
 
Top Novice B – Paul Jacobsen Memorial Trophy 
Awarded to the Golden with the top three (3) scores in Novice B. 
The qualifying scores need not be earned in one calendar year.  However, this trophy can only 
be earned once by any single dog, and the application must be made for the year in which the 
dog earned the C.D. title. 
 
Top Open A – Follyfoot Trophy 
Awarded to the Golden with the top three scores in Open A. 
The qualifying scores need not be earned in one calendar year.  However, this trophy can only 
be earned once by any single dog, and the application must be made for the year in which the 
dog earned the C.D.X title. 
 
Top Utility A – The Mitsu Award 
Awarded to the Golden with the top three (3) scores in Utility A. 
The qualifying scores need not be earned in one calendar year.  However, this trophy can only 
be earned once by any single dog, and the application must be made for the year in which the 
dog earned the U.D. title. 
 
Explanation: 
The above trophies are all related to “titling” (as compared to Open B and Utility B, which are 
“competition” classes.  In Open A and Utility A it is very normal for a dog to take more than one 
year to earn the CDX or UD.  It is unfair to disallow members from applying for these trophies 
just because they earned, say, two legs in one year and the third leg the following year.  In the 
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Novice classes and in the “A” classes, dogs are only allowed to compete for sixty days after 
earning their third leg (as compared to the “competition” Open B and Utility B classes where 
they can compete forever).  The “A” trophies are rarely awarded, and we feel we need to make 
it more fair for our more novice members to earn these awards, which after all, are aimed at 
them. 
 
No changes are recommended for: 
 
Top Open B – Goldensport Trophy 
Awarded to the Golden with the top three scores in Open B. 
 
Top Utility B – Tess’n’ Katie Trophy 
To be awarded to the Golden Retriever with the top three scores in Utility B. 
 
Housekeeping changes are recommended for: 
 
High Combined Open/Utility – Bar-Nic Trophy 
Awarded to the Golden who obtains the highest combined score in Open B and Utility B at the 
same trial. 
** Should be amended to Open B and Utility B, as this is a competition award, and this is where 
the scores would come from. 
 
Super Dog Trophy 
No changes recommended 
 
Ch MOTCh Fyreglo’s First n Foremost WC Memorial Trophy 

Awarded to the Golden Retriever who has obtained the three highest combined scores (i.e. 
Open B and Utility B) while earning the MOTCh.  (i.e. OTChX leg scores while on the way to the 
MOTCh) The trophy can only be won once by a single dog.   

Scores need not be earned in one calendar year, but the dog must have obtained the MOTCH in 
the calendar year for which the application is being made. handler is applying.   

Each combined score must be earned at a single trial.  (i.e. you cannot take an Open score from 
one trial and a Utility score from another.) 

You may use any OTChX leg scores up to an including earning the MOTCh, but not 
afterwards.  (i.e. If you earn your MOTCh at the Saturday trial, you could not use qualifying 
scores from the Sunday trial.) 

 (Normally in obedience the owner and the handler are the same person, and in any case 
according to our General Policies it is the owner who must apply, so this is just to clarify.) 
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 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

X   

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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RESOLUTION 9 (AUGUST 2020) - VERSATILITY  - PASSED 
 
 
Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, the following amendments to the 
Annual Versatility Trophies: 
Red indicates a change, blue provides an explanation and will not be included in the final 
wording 
 
Requirements for J.P. Crawley Memorial Trophy donated by Aspen Kennels Reg’d 
 
This trophy is for the Grand Champion Golden Retriever who continues to display excellence 
and outstanding achievement in all fields of competition. 
 
 

1) Golden must be certified free of hip dysplasia and hereditary eye defects. 
2) Golden must be three years of age or older. 
3) Golden must be Canadian owned. 
4) Golden must have a show championship and at least two (2) of the following titles:  

CDX, WC, TD or FTCh.  WC can be replaced by having a licensed Field Trial placement or 
CM (puppy stakes excluded), or Junior, Senior or Master Hunter. 

5) Golden must have attained a title or an accomplishment during the specified year 
period.  An accomplishment may be one of the following – a Group placement, a 
placement or CM in a licensed field trial, or a leg toward MH or a High in Trial. 

6) Golden must be owner handled for all titles. 
 
The award will be given to the Golden who has obtained the most titles.  In the case of a tie, the 
Golden who obtained the most accomplishment during the specified year period will be the 
winner.  If an additional tie breaker is necessary, the awards committee will consider the dog’s 
achievements in obtaining the titles.  It is the wish of the donors to not only recognize 
excellence in an individual dog, but also to recognize the owner of the dog for promoting the 
breed in its workability, while conscientiously maintaining concern for hereditary problems in 
the breed. 
 
*  Remove “Grand”.  This was not a title when the trophy was originally given.  Apparently it 
was coined by the donor.  “Grand Champion” is not a requirement. 
 
* Remove Requirement # 1 with regard to clearances.  (And of course renumber the others.) 
 
 
The Gibson Memorial Trophy (for Versatility) donated in fond memory of CH H.G.L’s Golden 
Pine Gibson Solo Can/Am CD Can/Am WC by Jim and Carol Lee 
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 The Gibson Memorial Trophy if a perpetual trophy offered for versatility in all fields.  To apply 
for this award, the Golden must have obtained at least five (5) championship points.  The 
trophy will be awarded annually to the Golden who attains the most number of points in at 
least three (3) areas of competition.  The points are awarded as per the points system listed 
below.   

Dogs who have a hip clearance and an eye clearance then double the number of points 
achieved.  Dogs with either a hip or an eye clearance (only one) then half the points achieved.  

Will be replaced by Item 5 (see below). 

Show Championship – 3 points 

Pointed to championship (at least 5 points) – ½ point   

(Added mention that dog had to have at least 5 points. Housekeeping amendment to clarify.) 

Best of Breed – all breed show – 1 point  **  (maximum of 5 BOB, provided 5 or more dogs 
competing) 

  ** Website says 5 points but this is an error; should be one point. 

National Specialty – 3 points 

Regional Specialty – 2 points 

Group Placement – 2  (maximum five group placements) 

Best in Show – 5  (maximum five BIS) 

* Add: 

Grand Champion Excellent – 5 points 

Grand Champion – 4 points 

Reserve BIS – 4 points 

Companion Dog (CD) – 1 point 

Companion Dog Excellent (CDX) – 3 points 

Utility Dog (UD or OTCh) – 5 points 

* Add: 
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  OTChX – 6 points 

  MOTCh – 7 points 

  GMOTCh – 8 points 

Working Certificate (WC) – 2 points 

Working Certificate Intermediate (WCI) – 3 points 

Working Certificate Excellent (WCX) – 4 points 

* Add: 

Junior Hunter (JH) – 3 points 

Senior Hunter (SH) – 4 points 

Master Hunter (MH) – 5 points 

1st Place Licenced Field Trial 

-          Open Stake – 6 points 

-          Qualifying Stake – 4 points 

-          Junior Stake – 2 points 

Other Placement or CM in licensed Field Trial 

-          Open Stake – 2 points 

-          Qualifying Stake – 2 points 

-          Junior Stake – 1 point 

Tracking Dog (TD) – 2 points 

Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX) – 4 points 

* Add: 

Urban Tracking Dog (UTD)  -  2 points 

Urban Tracking Dog Excellent (UTDX)  - 4 points 
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Tracking Champion – 5 points 

Master Tracking Champion – 6 points 

AMT Field Trial or Field Trial Champion – 8 points 

BOTH Amateur F.T. and F.T. Champion – additional 2 points 

1)      A degree  title will be counted for each annual application of the same dog (i.e. a 
degree obtained in ’87  2007 can be counted in ’90 2020.)  

2)      Placements will only be counted when achieved in the specified year period. 

3)      Points are awarded for the highest accomplishment only.  (e.g. Show – A dog which 
placed third in Group would only be awarded 2 points and not an additional point for 
the BOB win.) 

4)  A dog will only be awarded this trophy once. 

5)  Extra points will be awarded for clearances, as follows:  (But it is not necessary for a 
dog to have any clearances in order to apply for this trophy.) 

Add one (1) extra point for each of the following clearances: 

Eyes, Hips, Elbows, Heart 

Plus one (1) point for any DNA clearance(s), (maximum 1 point) 

For a total of maximum five (5) points for clearances. 

Explanation:  As there are many more clearances being done now, we felt if we required all of them this 
would become a breeder’s trophy and not a versatility trophy.  As we wanted to honour the donor’s 
wishes, we instead added the clearances as a way to earn extra points.  (This was discussed with and 
agreed to by the donor, Carol Lee.) 
  
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

 X  

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   



 64 

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

 X  

LYNN WALKER 
 

 X  

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

 X  

ROB PATERSON 
 

 X  

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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RESOLUTION 11 (AUGUST 2020) - ANNUAL SHOW TROPHIES - PASSED 
 

 

Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, the following amendments to the 

Annual Show Trophies: 

 

Red indicates a change, blue provides an explanation and will not be included in the final 

wording 

 

Top Show Puppy – Tammy Perpetual Trophy 

To be awarded to the Golden puppy who, before its first birthday, has obtained the highest 

number of points based on the following system: 

 Best Puppy in Breed (at least 2 competing) 1 point 

 Best Puppy in Group    10 points 

 Best Puppy in Show    25 points 

 Best of Breed (at least 10 competing) 10 points 

 Best Puppy at a National Specialty  10 points 

 Best Puppy at a Regional Specialty  5 points 

 

The maximum number of points awarded in one show is 25. 

 

 

No changes recommended for: 

 

Top Show Golden – Forget-Me-Not Perpetual Trophy 

Top Best of Opposite Sex – Shadywell Perpetual Trophy 

 

These trophies are based on the Phillips system.  No changes are required. 

 

Blackpool Best Baby Puppy of the Year Award  

 

A quite recent trophy.  The donor is on the committee and did not feel any changes were 

required. 

 
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   
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FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

X   

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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MOTION 12 (AUG 2020) - BY-LAW SUSPENSION FOR AGM - PASSED 
 
Moved by Bruce Russell and seconded by Rob Patterson to suspend the bylaws 
for September 17 for the AGM. 
 
 
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

X   

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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MOTION 13 (SEP 2020) - HONORARY MEMBERS - PASSED 
 
Moved by Bruce Russell and seconded by Christine Kobler that we propose at the AGM to grant 
honorary membership to these former life members. 
 
Alan Goodman 
Shirley Goodman 
James Lee 
Evelyn Smith 
 
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

  X 

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

X   

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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MOTION 14 (SEP 2020) - HONORARY MEMBERS - PASSED 
 

Moved by Bruce Russell and seconded by Christine Kobler that we propose at the AGM to grant 

Honorary Membership to Bob Cox. 

 

ROBERT (BOB) COX  -  1940 - 2008 

 

Write up provided by Gail Wormington 

 

I had meant to write more about the obedience rules this month, but I find I have to talk about 

my good friend, Bob Cox. 

 

I’m not sure when I met Bob and Esther.  It must have been about ten years ago when he was 

trialing with The Boy, aka Cabot Cox, Bob’s “once in a lifetime” dog. Cabot was Bob’s first 

obedience dog and I used to kid Bob that he was some kind of great dog because he even made 

his Dad look good. 

 

I really got to know Bob’s true character at the 2000 National in Orangeville, Ontario. During 

my Open B routine with Hayley, I heard all kinds of hilarity going on outside the ring.  Turned 

out Bob was mooning the camera (this moment captured on video).  We realized Bob fit right in 

with our group of assorted loonies.  (Esther was the only normal person in the group, but we 

didn’t hold that against her.) 

 

I have such good memories.  Bob and Cabot’s first venture into the field world, when Cabot 

brought in that huge wooden decoy at the hunt test, and delivered it with such pride, convinced 

this was what Dad wanted.  Cabot racing out after a bird.  We had never thought he could get up 

that much speed.  But he made it look easy.  Bob and Cabot in the obedience ring.  Sometimes 

winning, sometimes not, but always a contender.  But Cabot knew when it counted, and they 

won just about every special trophy and honour going.  But mostly, Cabot and Bob together, best 

buddies and the perfect team.   

 

But Bob was much more than just another exhibitor.  He was a man of strong character, very 

proud, very generous, with great integrity, and low tolerance for pettiness.  Like any man with 

strong beliefs and the guts to stand by them, he probably had a few detractors, but those of us 

who knew and loved him knew that beneath that “curmudgeonly” exterior, crusty wit and 

slightly warped sense of humour, there was a heart of gold.   

 

I know he especially loved to host the Parades of Veterans and Titleholders, and he did a great 

job at a number of our Nationals.  I still remember his face when he had to carry that “fairy 

wand” at the B.C. National.  And I don’t know how he managed to get through the stories of the 

“Magnificent Seven” in the Rescue Parade in Toronto.  Most of us were bawling, but Bob 

managed to hold it together (at least in public).  And of course he was the speaker at our Parades 

at the Quebec National last year. (Those of us in “La Belle Province” all considered him an 

Honourary Quebecer, but we knew that in his heart of hearts he belonged to the Maritimes.) 

 

Bob was probably one of the best speakers we’ve had in this club.  He knew how to run a 
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meeting, how to make it interesting and funny, how to give a speech, and even more important, 
when to stop.  I will never forget that hysterical presentation with his friend Frank at the National 
in the Maritimes two years ago, complete with the sou’westers and the Newfie accents.  I told 
him they were wasted in a dog club and should be hosting the Just For Laughs Festival in 
Montreal. 
 
Bob had a passion for this club and worked tirelessly to improve it.  Ill health forced him to 
resign from the presidency a few months ago, as he needed all his energy to fight this horrible 
disease.  And fight it he did, fiercely and without complaint, as one would expect from a man of 
his character. 
 
But his true passion, of course, was for Esther, and I know his biggest worry in his last days was 
for her.  He made her promise to get the U.D. on River, so we will all have to make sure she 
keeps that promise.   
 
I thought of Bob and Esther as a perfect couple, as they complemented each other so well.  Many 
many happy years together, filled with love and laughter. 
 
I don’t think I’ve done my best job here.  Mere words can’t bring Bob to life for you.  Impossible 
to properly describe his charm, his zest for life, the laughter that always surrounded him. 
 
Usually one says “rest well”, but I see Bob at the Bridge, throwing bumpers for Cabot, obedience 
training all the dogs, probably repainting the Bridge, and generally reorganizing the entire outfit. 
 
Bob, I can’t believe you’re really gone.  You will be unbelievably missed.  Thank you for your 
friendship.  It was a privilege to know you. 
 
 
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
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KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

X   

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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MOTION 15 (SEP 2020) - HONORARY MEMBERS - PASSED 
 
Moved by Bruce Russell and seconded by Christine Kobler that we propose at the AGM to grant 
Honorary Membership to John MacDonald. 
 
Write up provided by Frank MacArthur 
 
MACDONALD, John Wilfred 
1941-2019 -John and Chris as they were known in the Atlantic region. John was known for his 
fondness of dogs and his contributions to the dog community in particular the Canadian Kennel 
Club , Golden Retriever Club of Canada, and Maritime Golden Retriever Club .  He will be 
remembered for his kindness and willingness to help others. In his own words “All I want to say, 
is that if you ever feel the need to talk, or to see me at any time of the day or night, just call and 
yell for help. I’ll be there so fast it will make your head spin.” That was John, if he was 
needed,  he could help, he did, right up to the end. 
John served as director,  president , and past president for the GRCC , and served these roles 110 
percent. John was alway there to give a helping hand to anyone that asked and went far beyond 
to encourage people to participate in the Golden world. John was a mentor to serveral golden 
people and represented the golden retriever world with the highest respect and knowledge, and 
pasted it on to everyone that needed his knowlege.  He is so missed in the Golden world. 
 
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

X   
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PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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MOTION 18 (SEP 2020) - USING A SQUARE FOR PAYMENTS - PASSED 
 
Motion: 
 
Moved by Rob Paterson and seconded by Wendy Galt that the GRCC utilize the services of 
Square to process payments to the club. 
 
Information regarding this motion: 
 
PayPal is no longer a functional option for the renewal of club memberships. After much 
research, it has been found that Square fits the club's needs. The current Square fees mirror 
PayPal’s transaction fees. 
 
Square Fees:	 
Online transactions - 2.9% + 30¢ per transaction 
 
Example: 
Individual Membership - $35	 
Square Online Fee 2.9% + 0.30 = $1.32	 
GRCC Take Home - $33.68 
 
Should this motion pass, Rob & Wendy will work together to set up the Square account and 
Rob will implement the necessary changes to once again allow online payment options. 
 
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   
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LYNN WALKER 
 

X   

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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MOTION 19 (OCT 2020) - AUDITOR- PASSED 
 
Motion: 
 
Motion by Bruce Russell and seconded by Christine Kobler that we nominate Mary Barrett to be the GRCC 
Auditor for 2020. 
 
 
 IN FAVOUR NOT IN 

FAVOUR 
ABSTAIN 

BRUCE RUSSELL 
 

X   

CHRISTINE KOBLER 
 

X   

CONNIE JOHNSON 
 

X   

FRANK MACARTHUR 
 

X   

GAIL WORMINGTON 
 

X   

JASMINE DEBLOIS 
 

X   

JILL CAIRNS 
 

X   

KIM ANGELAKIS 
 

X   

LYNN WALKER 
 

  X 

PAT BEAULIEU 
 

X   

ROB PATERSON 
 

X   

WENDY GALT 
 

X   
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SUMMER 2020

The discovery of a potential link 
between the stealth bacterial 
pathogen Bartonella and heman-
giosarcoma (HSA) is casting new 
light on the top cancer concern 
in Golden Retrievers. A vaccine to  
protect dogs against Bartonella 

infection could be key to decreas-
ing the incidence of this highly 
malignant cancer. 

“Bartonella may be the most 
important bacteria that most of 
the world has never heard of,” says 
Edward B. Breitschwerdt, DVM, 
DACVIM, the Melanie S. Steele 
Distinguished Professor of Medi-
cine and Infectious Diseases and 
co-director of the Vector Borne 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory at 
North Carolina State University,  
where the discovery was made after  
30 years of Bartonella investigations.   

The vector-borne pathogen 
Bartonella invades and thrives in 
many di!erent cells of the body. 
It hides inside the cells of blood 
vessel walls, where it eludes the  
immune system, possibly trigger-
ing an infectious state that leads to  
HSA. Its status as a stealth patho-
gen stems from its ability to go 
undetected in blood smear tests. 
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) 
is used to amplify Bartonella DNA  
and identify infection.

“Bartonellosis is one of the most 
important emerging infectious 
diseases in humans and dogs,” 
Dr. Breitschwerdt says. “Persistent  
infection or inflammation caused 
by pathogens can increase the  
risk of cancer later in life. We 
suspect pathogenic bacteria, 
such as Bartonella, play a role in 
di!erent cancers.”

“If we could prevent a bacterial 
infection that can cause cancers  
such as hemangiosarcoma, it would 

2

TOP CANCER IN  
GOLDEN RETRIEVERS  

MAY BE LINKED TO VECTOR-BORNE  
BARTONELLA PATHOGEN



 79 

3

GOLDEN RETRIEVER  Update

be phenomenal,” says Ann Hubbs, 
DVM, PhD, chair of the Golden 
Retriever Club of America Health 
& Genetics Committee.

Similar to Bartonella, HSA is 
stealthy, often going undetected  
as it develops silently and painlessly. 
This cancer usually originates in 
bone marrow. Like Bartonella, HSA 
settles in the thin layer of cells 
lining the interior of blood vessels. 
Tumor cells take hold and grow in 
a vascular web that may contain 
Bartonella infection. These HSA 
cells have access to the blood 
supply, which allows them to 
metastasize to virtually any  
organ in the body. 

About 50 percent of HSA cancer  
cases occur in the spleen, an organ 
responsible for eliminating vector- 
borne pathogens such as Barton-
ella from the circulatory system. 
Although cardiac HSA is less 
common, it is the most common 
heart tumor in dogs. Importantly,  
Bartonella DNA has been amplified 
from both cardiac and splenic HSA, 
indicating that the spleen is not 
preferentially removing the bac-
teria from the bloodstream. Less 
frequently, HSA occurs in sites such 
as the liver, lungs, kidneys, and 
skin. HSA of the skin is typically 
less aggressive than HSA in the 
spleen or heart. 

Bartonellosis a!ects three organ 
systems, sometimes causing 
illness in more than one system. 
Cardiovascular cases include 
endocarditis, inflammation of the 
inner lining of the heart chambers  
and valves, and myocarditis, in-
flammation of the heart muscle. 
Neurological e!ects may cause 
seizures or paralysis, and rheu-
matologic signs occur in the 
joints and surrounding tendinous 
structures. Because the bacteria  
are able to invade and live in many  
di!erent cells of the body, this 
complicates research directed 
at understanding the disease 
process.  

Most dogs with HSA have an 
advanced form of the cancer 
when it is discovered. Tumor 
masses cause few signs other  
than recurring lethargy and pale  
mucous membranes due to anemia 
from small bleeds. When HSA 
ruptures, a dog collapses with 
internal bleeding, requiring 
emergency splenectomy. Dogs 
often die before treatment can 
begin. Standard of care treatment 
involves surgical removal of the  
tumor, depending on the location, 
and/or chemotherapy. Although 
treatment is meant to prevent 
fatal blood loss and extend life, 
it is seldom curative as tumor 
metastasis has often occurred.

With one in five Golden Retrievers  
dying from HSA, the Golden 
Retriever Foundation is a dedi-
cated champion sponsor of the 
AKC Canine Health Foundation’s 
Hemangiosarcoma Research Ini-
tiative. Since 1995, the Initiative  
has provided funding of $3.8 million 
for 27 research studies. 

A study currently underway in  
Dr. Breitschwerdt’s laboratory at  
North Carolina State University is  
seeking to learn about the prev-
alence of Bartonella infection in  
dogs with splenic and cardiac HSA  
in di!erent geographical locations  
of the U.S. This study builds on an  
earlier one in which the research 
team found a high prevalence of  
Bartonella infection in dogs from  
North Carolina with splenic HSA.  
These findings were published in 

CLINICAL SIGNS OF 
BARTONELLOSIS

• Fever
• Diarrhea
• Lameness
• Coughing
• Swollen or inflamed lymph 

nodes
• Seizures
• Vomiting

“Bartonellosis is one 

of the most important 

emerging infectious  

diseases in humans  

and dogs.”

Edward B. Breitschwerdt, DVM, 
DACVIM, the Melanie S. Steele  
Distinguished Professor of Medicine 
and Infectious Diseases, North 
Carolina State University
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the Journal of Veterinary Internal 
Medicine in 2011. 

Although the Bartonella patho-
gen has existed and evolved for  
millions of years, only two species,  
Bartonella bacilliformis and Bar-
tonella quintana, were identified 
worldwide before 1990. More 
than 44 Bartonella species and 
subspecies are recognized today. 
Among the most well-known, 
Bartonella henselae causes cat 
scratch fever.

In 1993, the first incidence of 
Bartonella infection in a dog was 
identified in Dr. Breitschwerdt’s 
laboratory. “Tumbleweed,” a 
3-year-old female yellow Labrador  
Retriever, had been unsuccessfully 
treated for nine months when she 
arrived at the North Carolina State 
Veterinary Hospital extremely ill 
with endocarditis.

The infectious diseases team 
isolated the bacterium, a new 
Bartonella subspecies, which 
they named in collaboration with 
researchers at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention as  

Bartonella vinsonii subsp. EHUNKRI Ĺ. 
The risk factors fit Tumbleweed’s 
lifestyle: heavy flea and tick expo-
sure and a rural home environment. 
Additionally, endocarditis associated 
with B. vensonii subsp. EHUNKRI´L 
occurs in large-breed dogs, such 
as retrievers, having a predispo-
sition for aortic valve disease. 

“I wanted to know how often 
we had missed the diagnosis of  
bartonellosis in the past,” Dr. 
Breitschwerdt says. “Bartonella 
species are probably transmitted 
by more vectors than any other 
pathogenic organisms that exist 
on the planet. Primarily vectors 
such as fleas, ticks, sand flies, and  
lice carry the pathogen, though 
spiders, bed bugs, and deer keds 
(deer flies) can carry these bac-
teria as well.”

An early report based on the 
current study was published in  
PLOS ONE in January 2020. 
Using PCR analysis, the research 
team looked for Bartonella, Babe-
sia parasites and Hemotrophic 
Mycoplasma bacteria in 110 dogs 

“Bartonella species are 

probably transmitted by 

more vectors than any 

other pathogenic organ-

isms that exist on the 

planet.”

Edward B. Breitschwerdt, DVM, 
DACVIM, the Melanie S. Steele  
Distinguished Professor of Medicine 
and Infectious Diseases, North 
Carolina State University



 81 

GOLDEN RETRIEVER  Update

5

with HSA. Samples included fresh 
frozen HSA tissue, fresh frozen 
non-tumor tissue, and whole 
blood and serum banked at the 
Canine Comparative Oncology 
and Genomics Consortium. The 
samples were from 13 Golden 
Retrievers, 18 Labrador Retriev-
ers, six German Shepherd Dogs, 
four Bichon Frisé, four Boxers, 
34 other breeds, and 31 mixed-
breed dogs.   

“While 73 percent of all tissue 
samples from these dogs were 
positive for Bartonella DNA, none  
of the blood samples were, which 
indicates that whole blood samples  
do not reflect the presence of this  
pathogen,” explains Dr. Breitschwerdt.  
“The presence of Bartonella DNA  
in 57 percent of cardiac HSA tumors 
and in 93 percent of non-tumor 
cardiac tissue is an important 
finding. Why was Bartonella in 
cardiac tissue when the heart has  
no role filtering bacteria out of  
the circulation as does the spleen?” 

Knowing that Bartonella species,  
B. henselae specifically, is well- 
established as a promoter of tumor 
cell proliferation and chronic 
inflammation, the team specu-
lated that B. henselae is a likely 
cause or cofactor in the develop-
ment of HSA in dogs. “Because 
dogs with HSA have increased 
amounts of plasma VEGF (vas-
cular endothelial growth factor)  
compared to healthy dogs and 
because VEGF is present in tumors, 
this implicates B. henselae as a 
possible cause of HSA,” he says.  
“In laboratory cultures, we’ve seen  

how B. henselae induces angiogen-
esis (the formation of new blood 
vessels from existing blood vessels) 
and proliferation of endothelial 
cells by stimulating the produc-
tion of VEGF.”

ONE DAY BETTER OUTCOMES 
In 40 years as a breeder and 

owner of Golden Retrievers, Dr. 
Hubbs has lost a few beloved dogs 
to HSA. When her son, Adam, 
struggled because he was blind,  
deaf and developmentally chal-
lenged, nothing could rouse him 
to interact with the world around 
him until “Gala” (Tangleburr’s Street 
Dance CD) came to the rescue. 

“Day after day, Gala sat next to  
Adam, and sometimes she nudged  
him with her paw until finally he 
reached out to her,” she says. “He  
was 3 years old when she taught 
him to interact with others and 
changed his life.”

One day shortly before Gala 
was to compete in her first Open 
obedience trial, the 9-year-old 
female collapsed. Despite e!orts 
to save her, treatment proved  
futile due to extensive heart involve-
ment, and Gala was euthanized 
later that day.

A couple of years later, Gala’s 
granddaughter, “Rem” (Paradocs 
Only In A Dream CDX AX AXJ), 
became Adam’s best friend, 
playing a critical role in his life 
during elementary school. Then, 
when Rem was 10 years old, she, 
too, died of hemangiosarcoma.

“It’s these kinds of tragedies, when 
dogs are such special members of 

HEMANGIOSARCOMA RESEARCH INITIATIVE

In 2018, the AKC Canine Health Foundation launched the Heman-
giosarcoma Research Initiative to learn more about this aggressive,  
common cancer in dogs. A longtime supporter of hemangiosarcoma 
research, the Foundation has provided $3.8 million in funding since 
1985 to support 27 grants that study this disease. These studies 
have advanced understanding about causes, new treatments and 
early diagnostics. 

Purina and the AKC  

Canine Health Foundation 

have worked together  

since 1997 to support  

canine health research  

to benefit all dogs.
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your family, that motivate 
people to bring an end to 
this horrible disease,” Dr. 
Hubbs says. “It is encouraging 
to see this research that 
shows a possible connection  
between Bartonella and 
hemangiosarcoma. This could 

one day result in better outcomes  
for a!ected dogs.”

Dogs diagnosed early with 
bartonellosis and treated with 
antibiotics typically fully recover. 
“Most dogs require more than 
one antibiotic that is given over 
six weeks,” Dr. Breitschwerdt says. 
“Treatment can be complicated, 
and a dog can be sick for months 
prior to diagnosis.”

Dr. Breitschwerdt worries about 
the zoonotic e!ect of Bartonella 
on people. “Owners of infected 
dogs, veterinarians and veterinary 
technicians are particularly at risk  
of getting sick,” he says. “I estimate  
that up to 25 percent of sick vet-
erinarians have Bartonella DNA in 

their blood due to exposure with 
infected animals. Direct contact 
with body fluids, a needle stick, 
scratch, or bite from an infected 
animal puts a person at risk.”

Concerns about the e!ect of  
Bartonella in dogs and the potential 
link to hemangiosarcoma is also  
disconcerting. “In our experience,  
Golden Retrievers may not handle  
Bartonella well, though bartonel-
losis occurs in all breeds, particularly 
a!ecting large-breed and mixed-
breed dogs,” Dr. Breitschwerdt says. 

Given the predisposition of 
Golden Retrievers to HSA and the  
toll of this cancer in the breed, 
urgency is warranted for research  
e!orts to learn more about Barton-
ella and the chronic inflammation 
and tissue damage it causes. The 
North Carolina State University  
infectious diseases research team  
currently is analyzing tissue samples  
from 900 dogs diagnosed with HSA 
from the Animal Medical Center 
in New York City, University of 

Dr. Ann Hubbs shows “Gala”  
(Tangleburr’s Street Dance CD)  
at an obedience trial in 2000.  
One year later, the beloved female 
died of hemangiosarcoma at 9 years 
of age.

Picking up where her granddam 
Gala left off, “Rem” (Paradocs 
Only In A Dream CDX AX AXJ) 
became best friends with Adam 
Hubbs, offering support and  
comfort. Rem died of hemangio-
sarcoma at age 10.
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California-Davis, and Colorado 
State University. 

“We anticipate this will yield more 
epidemiologic evidence that 
Bartonella can cause hemangio-
sarcoma,” says Dr. Breitschwerdt. 
“This could give us a powerful 
weapon against this devastating 
cancer.”

E!orts to protect dogs from 
ticks, fleas and other vectors that  
carry Bartonella remain important.  
“An important contribution we can  

make to canine health is develop-
ing a vaccine to prevent infection  
with Bartonella,” Dr. Breitschwerdt  
says. “Dogs are our best sentinels  
to understand this insidious 
pathological bacterium.”  Q

Purina appreciates the support 
of the Golden Retriever Club of 
America, particularly Rhonda 
Hovan, GRCA research facilitator, 
in helping to identify this topic 
for the Golden Retriever Update.

LOOKING TO REPRINT?
 
Golden Retriever Update articles 
may be reprinted provided the 
article is used in its entirety and 
in a positive manner. If you are 
interested in reprinting this arti-
cle, please contact the editor at:  
Barbara.Fawver@purina.nestle.
com. Reprints should include the 
following attribution: Used with 
permission from the Golden 
Retriever Update, Nestlé Purina 
PetCare.

FLEA & TICK PREVENTION CAN HELP PROTECT 
DOGS AGAINST BARTONELLOSIS  

E!orts are underway at North Carolina State University to develop a  
vaccine to protect dogs from the pathogenic Bartonella bacteria. Until  
then, the best protection for dogs is practicing regular flea and tick 
prevention to ward o! these common vectors that may carry Bartonella.

“Minimizing or eliminating flea and tick exposure is more import-
ant today than ever before,” says Dr. Edward B. Breitschwerdt of 
the Emerging and Infectious Diseases research program at North 
Carolina State University. 

A plethora of preventive products is available, including coat 
sprays, shampoos, powders, combs, collars, natural and holistic 
choices, and house/yard treatments. “The safety of these products 
for mammals is very strong,” says Dr. Breitschwerdt. “The active 
ingredients target the nervous system of insects and arthropods, 
which di!er greatly from those of dogs and humans.”

Dr Breitschwerdt recommends consulting your veterinarian to 
determine the best flea and tick preventive for your dog. “Your 
veterinarian will know which products are safe for breeding dogs, 
as well as which products are best for a particular geographical 
area,” he says, noting that year-round prevention is recommended. 

Here are the types of flea and tick preventives available:
• Spot-On Preventives: A liquid application, spot-on preventives 

are applied to a dog’s skin at specific areas to spread out via 
skin oils in a thin layer over the dog’s whole-body skin surface. 
Periodic applications, usually monthly, are required. These prod-
ucts vary in their water-resistant properties.

• Oral Preventives: Given as a chew or tablet at various intervals  
depending on the product, oral preventives are absorbed into a 
dog’s bloodstream, quickly settling into the fatty tissues under 
the skin to protect a dog from flea and tick bites. These preven-
tives are not a!ected by water. 

• Flea & Tick Collars: The principle of the latest generation flea and  
tick collars is the same as spot-on treatments, but collars release  
small amounts of a preventive formula over time. A single collar may 
last for up to eight months. These collars may be water-resistant, 
but it is usually recommended to remove collars before swimming 
or bathing.

	

	

Used with permission from 
the Golden Retriever Update, 
Purina PetCare. 
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GRCC – FINAL REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE TO UPDATE ANNUAL AWARDS  

 

First of all, I would like to thank my hard-working, long-(very long)suffering committee members, Jill Cairns, 
Esther Cox, Laureen Kinney, Lori Lancaster, Aileen Murray, Michele Tuominen and Bruce Russell.  WHO 
KNEW it would take two years to complete this project!  (Good thing we didn’t know.  I might not have 
had any volunteers at all!) 

When I agreed to take on this project I had no idea there was so much to do.  As you know, the annual 
awards had not been updated in about thirty years and there have been many changes in the dog world in 
that time. I also had no idea I would enjoy it so much, as I feel I have had the chance to work with a group 
of knowledgeable and dedicated dog people, who have given their time and their energy to serve our club 
and its members. 

Just to let you know how the process works, once the Committee had gone through everything and had 
come to an agreement, a presentation was made to the Board, who then voted on the proposed updates.  
Just so you know many people have already looked at this project. 

I am SO HAPPY and SO PROUD of the results.  I hope you will be happy as well.  The detailed motions 
(with explanations of the changes) are printed elsewhere in the Leaves, and I hope you will go in and check 
them out.  (Hopefully we will have the website updated shortly.) 

In summary, we added in some new titles (Grand Champion, Reserve Best in Show, some new Agility and 
Tracking titles, etc.).  We also amended some of the wording in order to clarify the requirements. 

There were also some updates to the performance awards.  A year ago, the requirement for hip and eye 
clearances was removed for almost all annual awards.  (This was mentioned in the Leaves at that time.)  The 
exception to this was the Gibson, for Versatility, where we wanted to keep the “bonus points” for 
clearances, so this one has now been updated to add in the possibility of earning extra points for various 
new clearances. 

We really wanted to make these trophies more attainable, particularly to our novice members.  So for the 
“titling” trophies in obedience (i.e. the Novice trophies, and the Open A and Utility A trophies), as 
compared to the “competition” trophies, we removed the requirement that all scores had to be earned in 
the same calendar year.  So, for example, if you earn one CDX leg from Open A in the fall of 2020, and the 
last two legs in the spring of 2021, you can apply for the Open A trophy for 2021.  (In the past, you would 
not have been eligible, as all scores had to be earned in the same year.)  The “competition” trophies, i.e. 
those related to Open B and Utility B, stay the same, i.e. one calendar year, as they were always aimed 
more at the dogs who already had their titles. 

I hope you will all take a look at the Annual Awards in the spring, and hopefully we will have many 
applications for these awards.  Don’t worry; I will remind you! 

So, again, a HUGE thank you to my committee, who all worked very hard to serve the GRCC and the 
membership. 

 

Gail Wormington 
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Insight into Golden Retriever History 

By Ainslie Mills 

 

The history of the Golden Retriever began with fanciful tales of Russian circus dogs.  
Thanks to Elma Stonex, the truth became known with the discovery of a stud book 
record.  Most Golden Retriever fanciers should now be familiar with the founding of 
the breed by Sir Dudley Marjoribanks, Lord Tweedmouth, at his estate near Inverness 
in Scotland.  I have been fortunate enough to visit on three occasions, including the 
2013 and 2018 Gatherings sponsored by the Golden Retriever Club of Scotland.   

The first visit was just Barrie and I, driving to the small village of Tomich and asking 
directions to Guisachan and the ruins of the once stately manor.  For those who 
haven’t been, it is a beautiful, haunting and magical place, the “place of the firs”.  We 
wandered to the river, Plodda Falls, the ruins of an old mill and a hunting lodge and 
absorbed the atmosphere and legacy of the land.  It is amazing to think one of the 
most popular breeds in the world had its origin in the heart of the Scottish Highlands 
over 150 years ago and we can pinpoint the location of its beginnings. 

There is, however, much more history behind our breed, and many more people 
involved in the evolution and development of the Golden Retriever.  Malcolm 
Morecroft has written two books of interest to those who love studying the history of 
our breed.  From Yellow to Golden and The Golden Era explore the early history and 
significant persons who moved the Golden Retriever forward in history.  Part of the 
proceeds of the sale of each book ordered directly from Malcolm go to the Medical 
Detection Dogs charity in the United Kingdom.   

Read the book review on each volume and consult the information below on how to 
order if you need some interesting COVID reading or Christmas gifts for Golden 
fanciers.  
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																		‘	The	Golden	Era’			by			Malcolm	Morecroft		
																																(	author	of		‘From	Yellow	to	Golden’	)	

	

					This	eagerly	awaited	second	book	on	the	history	of	the	golden	retriever	is	a	must-read	for	all	
enthusiasts	of	the	breed.	It	will	also	take	lovers	of	the	Scottish	Highlands,	of	country	life	and	of	social	
history	on	a	fascinating	feel-good	journey,	most	of	which	spans	the	half	century	into	the	1920’s.		

					The	reader	is	introduced	briefly	to	powerful	characters	who	appeared	in	‘From	Yellow	to	
Golden’,	but	primarily	this	new	book		tells	of	others	who		pushed	forward		the	development	of	the	
breed	and	whose	achievements	form	a	further	invaluable	part	of	golden	retriever	history.	

					We	are	indebted	to	the	author	and	his	wife,	Christine,	not	forgetting	their	own	golden	girl,	Angel,	
for	the	many	hours	of	personal	research	and	travel	undertaken	to	put	together	this	detailed	yet	
immensely	enjoyable	archive.	

					The	‘Tailpiece’		-	appropriately	so-called	in	more	ways	than	one	!	-	brings	readers	right	up	to	the	
present	day	by	means	of	the	author’s	own	observations,	reminding	us	that	the	work	of	people	
connected	with	these	highly	intelligent	,	versatile	working	dogs	and		loyal	companions		goes	on	
apace.	

					With	its	beautiful	dust	jacket,	The	Golden	Era’	would	make	an	excellent	gift	or	worthwhile	
addition	to	a	library	shelf.	Available	in	hard	or	paperback,	the	pages	of	this	little	book	sing	with	the	
author’s	love	and	respect	for	his	subject	and	turn	a	factual	record	into	something	much	more.		

					This	is	a	journey	not	to	be	missed,	aided	by	evocative	illustrations	and	a	delightful	doff	of	the	cap	
towards	a	humour	which	would	be	readily	appreciated	by	many	of	those	whose	stories	grace	its	
pages.	

	

Mary	Jarrett																																																		
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From Yellow to Golden
From the forests of Inverness-shire to fashionable Park

Lane, London, this is the fascinating story of a small group
of individuals, whose lives intertwined across the social

classes to develop one of today's most beloved breeds of dog
- the Golden Retriever.

Spanning more than seventy years, this is a social and family
history of seven people whose contributions were pivotal in
the development of the breed. It was their devotion that
helped make the breed so
successful as a working dog and
in the show ring. They have left a
lasting legacy. It is a legacy that is
enjoyed by tens of thousands of
owners around the world today.

Picture (above) courtesy of the Southern Golden Retriever Display Team.

Printed in the UK
www.herkimerpublishing.com
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Malcolm Morecroft

The Stately Heritage of

the Golden Retriever

Limited Edition

Limited Edition
UK RRP: £25.00

Printed in the UK

The people I have written
about in this book came
from all levels of society -
from those who attained
great wealth in the corporate
and  financial arenas to
politicians, whose families
represented a constituency
from one generation to the
next; and from those of
independent means to those
who worked on the land,
their daily routine dictated by
the seasons of the year. Some
worked alongside each other
and, despite their different
status in life, forged a mutual
understanding and respect
that spanned the decades.
But what brought them all
together was their dedication
to the development of one of
today's most beloved breeds
of dog: the Golden Retriever.

From Yellow
to Golden

7 people who helped
establish a breed

Limited Edition

‘From Yellow to Golden’ by Malcolm Morecroft 
The latest publication regarding Golden Retriever history, ‘From Yellow to 
Golden’, is a must for any enthusiast of the breed or indeed, for any historian. 

Written by Malcolm Morecroft, the book, which is available in hard or paperback, 
is a fascinating insight into the lives of a small group of people, who, over a period 
of 70 years, developed the Golden Retriever, which was originally known as ‘The 
Yellow Retriever’. Despite the differing positions in society of these early 
enthusiasts, their shared devotion to the breed is evident throughout the 150 pages, 
of which this publication consists.  

The book is full of enthralling information and is very easy to read, indeed, once 
the first page has been opened, it is then difficult to put down.   

Despite prior knowledge about the history of the breed, this brilliant book adds so 
much, with photographs and detailed facts about the lives of the seven people 
involved and with family trees at the beginning of each chapter, all of which assist 
the reader in grasping the relationships between those early pioneers, lives 
entwined by a love of the great outdoors and the desire to have a shooting 
companion of the highest order.  

The book is freely available from the author, who, along with his wife, Christine 
and others, has devoted so much time and energy to create a historical record of 
great importance.  

Fiona Thurm 
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Paperback @ £12 each ________
incl.free UK mainland P&P

Hardback @ £22 each ________
incl.free UK mainland P&P

Paperback @ £12 each ________
incl.free UK mainland P&P

Hardback @ £22 each ________
incl.free UK mainland P&P

The Early History of the
Golden Retriever

The Stately Heritage of
the Golden Retriever

New

Order Form

Name:
Address:

Telephone:
Email:

How many copies would you like?

Paying by Cheque:

Simply complete & return this form along with your cheque (made payable
toM.Morecro�) to :Heathlands, Leeds Road, Langley, Maidstone ME17 3JG

If you would like to pay by credit/debit card/
or for overseas orders or any other enquires:

Please email:malcolm@toadflax.co.uk

Qty
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Well, it has been a lovely summer.  Okay, it was too hot, too steamy, and no dog shows, but at least we could be 
outdoors training our dogs.  I hope you all found some things to be thankful for as you celebrated Thanksgiving.  
Family, good friends, our dogs, we are all still here… 

Some good news.  Although there were almost no dog shows in this neck of the woods, there was an Eye Clinic.  
Every year the Chateauguay Valley Kennel Club runs one or two eye clinics.  They had to cancel the May clinic, but 
were able to run one in September.  It was a lovely day, sunny but not too hot, so very pleasant for all of us in the 
parking lot.  (We were not allowed in with our dogs; a vet tech would come and get them, and the vet would come 
out to talk to the owner if there was an issue.)  Anyway, apparently the stars of the show were…. Golden 
Retrievers!  So even if it wasn’t a Golden club running it, we all showed up! 

Pity the poor vet tech who had to take Runaway Train (Fargo) in to see the vet.  Even on a pinch collar that dog has 
pulling power like a Mack Truck.  (There has been speculation that his actual name is “Wells Fargo”.)  And that’s 
nothing compared to his pulling power on the way out, back to Mummy!  Anyway, the best part is that apparently 
the vet tech was a student of mine many years ago (I didn’t recognize him, but then again with masks on I hardly 
recognized anyone), and I had introduced him to pinch collars many years ago, and he was a convert!  He told me 
he had fun educating all the vets and workers inside the clinic on the benefits of a pinch collar.  Anyway, if you have 
ever seen Fargo pulling on one, you would be hard put to say that he is suffering in any way.  Now his handler, 
that’s a different story.   

Goody-Two-Shoes (Flora) of course was Little Miss Teacher’s Pet, and behaved perfectly. Something about Girl 
Dogs versus Silly Boy Dogs. 

I have been going through old episodes of the Leaves, and speaking of eye clinics, I found an article I wrote twenty 
years ago about Dillon’s exploits at that very same eye clinic.  (And the very same Eye Drop Lady.)  So I am 
including this (elsewhere in this issue of the Leaves), hopefully for a little comic relief.  And for those of you who 
never got to meet Dillon or read any of the Dillon stories, I assure you that there was never any need to 
exaggerate when it came to Dillon.  So every word is the truth.   

More good news.  After a lot of hard work, and a long… long… time working on the project, the Committee to 
Update the Annual Awards has finished their job.  (I know I said this in my last report, but now we are really really 
done.)  The motions and the results of the voting are elsewhere in this issue, so I won’t go over them all here, but 
please go take a look at the final result.  I am VERY HAPPY that we are done; it was a huge amount of work but so 
worthwhile.   

Thank you again to my “Never Give Up, Never Surrender!” **committee, Jill Cairns, Esther Cox, Laureen Kinney, 
Lori Lancaster, Aileen Murray, Michele Tuominen and Bruce Russell.  I am just so pleased.  I never thought that a 
bunch of strong-willed people would be able to work so well together.  But we all listened to each other and we all 
worked towards the best result for the Club and the membership.  I also never thought I would enjoy the project 
this much, but it gave me an enormous sense of pride and satisfaction to get it done.  I hope you like what we came 
up with.   

** Quote from “Galaxy Quest” 

Apparently, “Sucker for Punishment” is my new middle name, as I am now heading up a committee to update the 
VC Certificate program.  One thing I think I can promise you, it won’t take as long as the Annual Awards!  But 

~ Quebec Director~ 

Gail Wormington 
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there are some new titles that need to be added, and a few new dog sports also.  Hopefully I will have some more 
news for you by the next issue of the Leaves.  Thank you to my “Never Say Die” committee, Carol Beaulieu, Jill 
Cairns, Lindsay Harvey, Laureen Kinney, Aileen Murray and Bruce Russell, for agreeing so willingly to go back into 
the fray.  “Excelsior!”  “With your shield or upon it!”  **   

**  (More quotes from somewhere.) 

Unfortunately, some bad news. 

Deepest sympathy to Kathy Cummings and Judy Wright on the loss of their wonderful “Nevada” (Ch Edelweiss 
Wildcard to Shakeely, WC CDX RN VC OD).  I remember Nevada when she was just a youngster, having just the 
best time learning about ducks and field work.  What a lovely girl, with a wonderful temperament, and always a 
happy attitude.  Fortunately for those who loved her, Nevada has left her mark on the breed, as many of us have 
puppies (or grandpuppies, etcetera) from her. 

Deepest sympathy to Ellie Beals and David Skinner on the loss of their very special “Fracas” (GMOTCh Taygold’s 
Brawlroom Dancer, OHOF).  I often competed against Ellie and Fracas with Reba, and I also judged them many 
times.  Fracas always brought a smile to my face, as he was such a joy to watch in the ring, as he brought so much 
happiness and personality to his work.  Ellie and Fracas were always a team to beat, and over the years I gave them 
many High in Trials.  Fracas was a true “superdog”, but I am sure he will remembered even more for that wonderful 
spirit. 

Well, at least I can end with good news.  Big Huge Congratulations to Marg Bethune, who has just been named a 
Life Member of the GRCC for her outstanding contributions to the Club.  I met Marg many years ago, at my very 
first attempt at a WC, in the middle of nowhere, in the middle of a thunderstorm, where we (the Quebec gang) 
were ill-prepared for anything that happened that day.  Including lunch, as we were miles from home (somewhere in 
the Maritimes, obviously) and had run out of food the day before.  Needless to say, we all failed miserably (that was 
the day that Hayley peed on the duck), and I think it was touch and go if we would ever attempt this again.  
(Starvation can have that effect on you.)  Anyway, Marg the Food Angel came to our rescue and made sandwiches 
for us all.  I realize that despite the fact she saved a few lives that day, this alone does not qualify anyone for a Life 
Membership, but it does go to show you her giving nature.  And ever since then, every time I have seen her she is 
always working hard for the Club.  So Congratulations, Marg, you so deserve this honour. 

The GRCC has also recently named Bob Cox and John MacDonald as Honorary Members, also very much 
deserved. 

I knew both of them for many years.  I adored Bob.  All of us Quebecers had adopted him as an honorary 
Quebecer from the start.  What I remember most about Bob was the laughter, and the crowd, that always seemed 
to surround him.  (That and the time he threatened to moon the camera during Hayley’s routine at the National 
Specialty…. this moment captured on video.)  But along with that wonderful, wacky, curmudgeonly sense of 
humour, Bob had a serious side, with low tolerance for small-minded pettiness.  He was a man of great generosity 
and integrity, and he worked tirelessly and passionately to improve the GRCC.  I still miss him.  We all do. 

I didn’t know John as well, but I used to see him every time I went to the Maritimes.  He was always smiling and 
happy and full of energy (and trying, unsuccessfully, to explain all his computer programs to me, the most non-techie 
person you know).  John worked tirelessly for the GRCC for many years, was a mentor to (I gather) almost every 
dog person in the Maritimes, and was very much loved by all who knew him.  

These are very big honours, and I am so happy that the GRCC has recognized the outstanding contributions these 
people have made to the Club. 

I guess that’s it for this time.  Happy Holidays!  Stay safe! 

Gail Wormington       motchreba@gmail.com 
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MINUTES - GRCC AGM 

Held on September 17th, 2020 

ATTENDEES: Bruce Russell, Barry Mills, Ainslie Mills, Pat Beaulieu, Carol Beaulieu, Connie Johnson, Christine Kobler, 
Wendy Galt, Frank MacArthur, Gail Wormington, Lynn Walker, Rob Patterson, Jill Cairns, Robyn McGonnigle, Nadine 

Koreman, Liz Russell, Jane Christy, Kim Sheehan, Rhonda Amsell 

Call to Order: 5:14 pm PST - MEETING CALLED TO ORDER.   

 MOTION MADE BY WENDY GALT AND SECONDED BY PAT BEAULIEU TO APPROVE THE 2020 AGM AGENDA - 
PASSED IN ALL IN FAVOUR 

MOTION MADE BY LYNN WALKER AND SECONDED BY CONNIE JOHNSON TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE 2019 
AGM – PASSED IN ALL IN FAVOUR  

Financial Report: - Read out by Wendy Galt (posted to website) 

MOTION MADE BY GAIL WORMINGTON AND SECONDED BY JANE CHRISTY TO APPROVE THE 2020 FINANCIAL 
REPORT - PASSED ALL IN FAVOUR. 

Report by the GRCC Past President/Elections Chair pertaining to the Board of Directors Nomination Process was 
read out by Bruce. 

The results of the Nomination process was that there were no changes to be made to the 2021 Board of Directors.  

Introduction of the GRCC Board of Directors 

President: Bruce Russell 

Past President: Kim Sheehan 

1st Vice President: Rob Paterson 

2nd Vice President: Jill Cairns 

Secretary: Christine Kobler 

Treasurer: Wendy Galt 

Regional Director Maritimes: Frank MacArthur 

Regional Director Quebec: Gail Wormington 

Regional Director Ontario: Connie Johnson 

Regional Director Alberta: Lynn Walker 

Regional Director: The Prairies and Northwest Territories: Jasmine DuBlois 

Regional Director: British Columbia and the Yukon: Pat Beaulieu  
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MOTION MADE BY AINSLIE MILLS AND SECONDED BY FRANK MACARTHUR TO ACCEPT THE 2021 BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS - PASSED ALL IN FAVOUR 

Auditor:   

Appointment of Brenda Wilson as Auditor  

MOTION MADE BY WENDY GALT AND SECONDED BY ROBYN MCGONIGLE TO APPROVE  BRENDA WILSON AS 
AUDITOR– PASSED IN ALL IN FAVOUR  

MOTION MADE BY BRUCE RUSSELL AND SECONDED BY ROBYN MCGONIGLE TO GRANT THE FOLLOWING 
MEMBERS HONORARY MEMBERSHIP EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY - PASSED ALL IN FAVOUR 

A write up on Bob Cox and John MacDonald was read out by Gail Wormington 

Alan Goodman 

Shirley Goodman 

James Lee 

Evelyn Smith 

Bob Cox 

John MacDonald 

MOTION MADE BY BRUCE RUSSELL AND SECONDED BY WENDY GALT TO GRANT LIFE MEMBERSHIP STATUS TO 
MARGARETE BETHUNE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY - PASSED ALL IN FAVOUR 

Bruce reported that Alberta will host the 2021 National Specialty during the August long weekend.  The Toronto 
club has expressed interest in hosting the 2022 National. 

Ainslie brought up that the 2019 Minutes had a motion approved to update the Constitution and wanted to be sure 
that the Board attends to doing this at their first opportunity.  Bruce responded that it is being worked on but 
wasn't able to be completed in time for this year's AGM. 

Ainslie reported that the Breed Standard will now be published for comment on the CKC Website. 

Gail discussed the Awards Committee's work. 

Connie discussed specialty dates. 

Motion to Adjourn: PAT BEAULIEU. 
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                         Merry Christmas From Fargo and Santa! 
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Membership Renewals & Breeders List 

 

This year the GRCC is happy to announce that we can now process all major credit cards through a new secure 
online payment portal. Once the online membership form has been submitted (found here 
https://grcc.net/index.php/online-membership/), members will then automatically be taken to the payment selection 
page (see image below). 

 

 

Once the type of membership has been chosen, members will be taken to a page to securely input your billing 
information. Please note, on the payment page there may be a Google Pay button, there is no requirement to sign 
into Google to complete any GRCC transactions. 

This year the Board decided to implement free Breeders List listing. The same criteria applies as in past years: 
GRCC Members in good standing for a minimum of 5 years may apply to be included on the GRCC Breeders List. 

That’s it! You can find both online and printable applications for Membership & Breeders List listing here: 
https://grcc.net/index.php/membership-forms/  

If you have any questions, please contact me at info@grcc.net 

Rob Paterson              


