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When I consider how significantly the world has changed since I wrote my last President's 
message, I am struck by the breadth of the change in our society.  
 
I sincerely hope that this message finds you and your families safe and well. 
 
Owing to the 'marvel' of mass media, you now will have heard that the GRCC National 
Specialty in Calgary has been postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The GRC of Alberta has rescheduled the event for the weekend of July 30 to August 2, 
2021.  I offer a sincere thank you to the National Show Committee and the GRC of Alberta 
for all their hard work fund-raising and planning for the National Specialty events.  
This year the GRCC will be tasked not only with holding our AGM via electronic means (as 
was done last year due to Hurricane Dorian striking Nova Scotia) but also for the first time 
the GRCC Annual Board Meeting will be conducted by a conference platform on line or by 
phone.  
 
Since being compelled by the SARS-CoV-2 virus to stay closer to home, I have read more 
than a few articles on social media. A few writers recalled how dog shows in days gone by 
were more social in nature.  They reminisced about a time when Owner/handlers used to 
participate at dog shows beyond just grooming and handling their exhibits.  Competitors 
returned to ringside to cheer on whom ever won their breed in the group, and then often 
stayed to watch and cheer for best in show.  Perhaps this protracted time spent at shows 
harkened back to the time of 'benched' dog shows where exhibitors were compelled to stay 
on the show grounds with their dogs (literally housed in wooden cubicles) until the 
conclusion of Best in Show.  Those benches have for the most part have gone the way of 
the Dodo.  I cringe to think of the logistics of managing the assembly, maintainence, and 
storage involved in utilizing those 'benches'.  Though the Westminster Dog Show and 
Crufts still offer us the nostalgia of those dog show days gone by, it is safe to say that 
benched shows are generally gone for good.   
The evolution from benched events to the dog shows as we knew them recently, was long 
and slow.  The current pandemic has brought everything, including dog sport to an abrupt 
halt.  Our desire to congregate to compete with and celebrate our canine friends 
continues.  If our sport is to carry on, we will need to be creative and enthusiastic when 
resuming show events.  If we can incorporate some old fashioned comradery and coaching 
elements to shows, it could go a long way to perpetuating our sport.  Change is hard but it 

~ President’s Message ~ 
Bruce Russell 
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can be good.  To keep our sport relevant we need to attract and keep new fanciers.  What 
elements might we add to the various dog sport event that we participate in that could 
enhance the participant's experience? 
We can all agree that our 'virtual' worlds have expanded during this chapter of our 
collective lives.  But, we (like our canines) are social animals.  That is why dogs and 
humans enjoy our symbiotic union.   
Let's all do what we can not just to amplify the human/animal bond but seek to enhance the 
human/human connection. 
 
In the words of Bonnie Henry, BC's Minister of Health: 
"Be calm, Be kind, Be Safe"  Bruce Russell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well, I am still deskless. Not for lack of trying tho! It’s pretty challenging to purchase furniture given the current 
retail restrictions. I finally ordered one online from Costco. Just got an email saying it will ship (maybe) mid-June.  
 
Sigh.  
 
Here’s a piece of advice for you. Check to be sure there isn’t a pandemic on the horizon before moving across the 
country. None of us could have seen this coming, but gosh, the changed world is overwhelming. From being stopped 
at provincial borders, made to hold up our documents and ID to the widow to having the local cable installer 
explaining how to bring the line into the house and hook things up (because he was not allowed to enter), it has been 
a challenge. Silly us. Thought we could go to IKEA for furniture once we arrived. If you feel like you need a break, 
and have not yet met Pluto the Miniature Schnauzer, check her out. Since the pandemic began she has been providing 
wisdom and observations of behalf of the four leggeds. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8oxndup1QM  
 
We have been in our new home a month now and the dogs are loving the country life! Toule even discovered a tree 
that growls. Who knew there was a sleepy and displeased raccoon in there?! 
 
This issue of the Leaves has been a tricky one as there are no shows or trials on the go, or on the horizon. Later on in 
this issue tho, you will see a surprise show being announced! We’ve done our best to provide you with an issue that 
will be helpful – from recipes to websites to our Annual Award winners.  
I hope you enjoy this issue! Many thanks to all those that contributed to this issue.  
 
Jill 
  

~ Editor’s Desk~ 
Jill Cairns 

 



 
 

6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello From The Beautiful Prairies  
 Its definitely a lot more difficult to produce a report this time around with absolutely everything being 
cancelled.  Farming is in full swing around our area which, in a small bubble, makes it appear that all is normal. Have 
to admit that I am super grateful to be living in a small rural community at this time.  I still have a lot of freedom with 
my dogs and am able to enjoy the great outdoors. I also have a lot more time to train my dogs and would like to send 
a huge shout out to so many great trainers who have been offering virtual classes for very reasonable rates! I reached 
out to trainers from some of the classes that I have been taking to see if they would be willing to send me some 
training tips so that I would have something to report and thankfully they did!! Just to be clear – I do not know these 
ladies personally and this is not an advertising pitch, I just have taken online classes from them and hopefully 
something here can help you in some way.  
 My first article comes from Debby Quigley – a friend told me about a Question and Answer session that she does 
on Saturdays from her home for free. I have been logging in for the last several weeks and found it super 
interesting.  If you have some spare time - there is more information on her site/Facebook page if you would like to 
listen in. 
 Debby Quigley has been showing and teaching for 30 years in many venues including 
obedience, rally, agility, and scentwork. She has earned multiple OTCHs, MACHs, and 
perfect scores of 200. Debby also owns Dogwood Dog 
Training in Houston, Texas (http://dogwooddogtraining.com/) 
and teaches classes there and online at http://debbyquigley.com. 

 
 To Acclimate or NOT 

The definition of acclimating is to accustom or become accustomed to a new climate or environment; to adapt.  
In dog training, acclimation means to allow your dog to become familiar with an environment. This would happen when you first get 
to a new location and before work begins.   
Is Acclimating my dog to a new location important to me? 
A big resounding NO! 
Why? I want my dog to be able to perform a command anytime and anywhere regardless if my dog has previously been to a 
location.  After all, does AKC let me “acclimate” my dog in a ring before we show?   No, they do not.  
A show site is a “new location” no matter how many times my dog and I have been to the site.  Even if we are in the building while a 
show is running, inside the ring will be a different and new location from outside the ring.  Therefore, going to a show and walking 
around a ring to acclimate your dog will usually not carry over when you actually go INTO the ring.    
How do I train my dog to engage with me in a new location without acclimation? 
It is a relatively easy process and I start this training with all my puppies BUT any dog can learn it.   
First, and before you go anywhere with your dog, does he tug with you? If not, you can use a game, such as the “KrazyKookie” 
Game.  This is a great game for a non-tug dog and is taught in all my Online Classes.   
Before going to a new area to train, your dog needs to learn to engage and have fun in a familiar comfortable location, such as your 
home.  Teaching you dog to engage with you in your house will help your success when taking the lessons on the road. 
  

Thanks to Tara LaBelle for a foundation article on training teeters for the agility folks.  Tara stems from Pitt 
Meadows, she is a three time world champion with her dog Jet. 

https://cdn.fbsbx.com/v/t59.2708-21/97093871_287209635647476_1290271204363468800_n.pdf/Tara-
LaBelle-
Article.pdf?_nc_cat=108&_nc_sid=0cab14&_nc_ohc=tWNUn8QiSgsAX9S5ztT&_nc_ht=cdn.fbsbx.co
m&oh=90922d8f68bfaa7f197a488b1bd95879 

~ Prairie Director~ 
Jasmine DeBlois 

 



 
 

7 

  
The next article is from Wendy Alexander who makes her home in Burnaby BC.  Wendy co-owns Dog Works Training 
Inc and has been teaching and competing since 1999 on both National and International agility teams. I saw a video 
of her dogs doing directions and was so impressed I had to take the class.   
 For years in agility I would grab my dog out of their crate and run to the ring for my run, not realizing the potential 
harm to my dog.  After, fortunately, several minor strains and pulls that put my dogs out of commission for 2 to 3 
months, I found a sports vet who explained most major injuries that happen in agility have been brewing for a long 
time.  Minor muscle pulls and soreness build up and the dog compensates in the ring by perhaps favouring the 
opposite side or maybe shifting more weight to their front end.  This imbalance that occurs is often the cause of more 
serious injuries.  The event is usually just the culminating factor of months of compensation.  Realizing this I began 
to change how I approached things.  My dogs now get a warm up and cool down before every run, whether 
competition or training. If the turns are within 15 minutes of each other, the warm up can be an abbreviated version.  I 
also like to take my dogs for a massage or to a chiropractor regularly so I can catch those minor problems early so 
they don’t turn into a more serious, potentially career-ending injuries.   
 Here is a summary of the warm up I do with my dogs.  It takes about 10 minutes.  A cool down is equally as 
important and can be the same steps as your warm up in reverse. 
 
 
Warm up routine (takes about 10 minutes) 

1.       Rotate toes, wrists and heals in gentle circles. 
2.       Set up 3 cones and have your dog run around the outside of the cones in a circle 5 x each way, stopping 

after each direction to get the dog to wrap the cones 2 or 3 times in both directions 
3.       Either use a treat or if you have one a verbal to get the dog to make a tight circle both right and left 3x 

each side – all 4 feet on ground 
4.       Ask your dog to weave through legs 
5.       Ask your dog to back up to a target – 10 x.  I use the aframe but you can use anything that isn’t too high 

and is a stable surface for the back feet. 
6.       Grapevine / sidestep 5 x each side.  I like to have them sidestep to the aframe with two legs raised and 

feed. I also use the aframe as a target here. My dog side steps up to the frame and puts a front and back paw 
up on the aframe but you can just do it on the flat. 

7.       Psoas stretch – have rear feet on object and gently stretch dog forward, hold and repeat 5 times (again, I 
use the aframe) 

8.       Cookie stretches – nose to hip, nose to shoulder, elbow, wrists and between front legs and up in air. I do 
3 in each position. 

9.       One jump work at low height - back and forth and then a couple of wraps 
10.   One jump work at full height - back and forth and then a couple of wraps. 
11.   Do a few quick sequences at speed ie. jumps and tunnel 

  
Happy training! 
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TRICK DOG TITLE 
CKC TITLES 

 
Many of us are at home with our dogs and are missing the dog shows. Now we can all do 
some training while at home but maybe you want to do more to challenge both yours and 
your dogs brains.  
 
If you are interested there are trick dog titles you can earn while staying at home. If you 
google Trick dog titles for dogs in Canada you will find the information you need.  
There are five levels and each require a set number of tricks from the list found on the site. 
You just need to video tape them doing the tricks. You can do more than one trick in a 
video, just keep the video under a minute, as that makes it easier to send it .  
I would think most of us could accomplish the novice level without too much trouble but 
push yourselves to learn new tricks with your dogs. 
 
I am new to this so many of you may know much more about it but I thought I would just let 
everyone know it is out there if you are wanting something to do with your dogs during this 
time at home. 
 
Lynn Walker 
Alberta Director GRCC 
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IT’S BACK!!  START SEARCHING FOR YOUR FAVORITE 

PHOTOS NOW!!!!!!! 

YES!! The photo contest is still on and raising funds for the 

GRCA club as they host the 2021 National Specialty! 

                                               

 

 

 
IN ORDER TO OBTAIN PICTURES FOR A CALENDAR TO BE SOLD TO RAISE FUNDS FOR AND 
DURING THE NATIONAL GOLDEN RETRIEVER SPECIALTY 2020, WE ARE HOLDING A PHOTO 
CONTEST!!!  PLEASE CONTRIBUTE AND MAKE THIS A TRULY EXCITING AND FUN ENDEAVOR.   

$5.00 PER PICTURE ENTERED/$20 FOR 5!   SUITABLE PRIZE FOR BEST OVERALL PHOTO AND 
FOR 1ST, 2ND, 3RD IN EACH CATEGORY!  ALL 15 WINNING PICTURES WILL BE FEATURED IN 
THE CALENDAR!! 

YOU CAN ENTER ANY OR ALL OF THE 5 FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: 

1. PUPPIES BEING PUPPIES  
2. OUR BEAUTIFUL SENIORS  
3. GOLDENS DOING WHAT GOLDENS  
4. GOLDENS IN SCENERY  
5. GOLDEN PROFILES     

 
DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION AND SUBMISSION MAY 31, 2020.   WINNERS TO BE 
ANNOUNCED BY JUNE 30, 2020.     
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MOTION  (FEBRUARY 2020) – CH MOTCH  FYREGLO’S FIRST N FOREMOST  WC 
MEMORIAL TROPHY - PASSED 
Moved by Gail Wormington and seconded by Jill Cairns, that the requirements for the “CH 
MOTCH  Fyreglo’s First n Foremost  WC Memorial Trophy” be clarified as follows: 
 Awarded to the Golden Retriever who has obtained the three (3) highest combined scores (i.e. 
Open B and Utility B) while earning the MOTCh.  (i.e. OTChX leg scores while on the way to the 
MOTCh) 
 This trophy can only be won once by a single dog. 
 Scores need not be earned in one calendar year, but the dog must have obtained the MOTCH in 
the year for which the handler is applying. 
Each combined score must be earned at a single trial.  (i.e. you cannot take an Open score from 
one trial and a Utility score from another.) 
You may use any OTChX leg scores up to and including earning the MOTCh, but not 
afterwards.  (i.e. If you earn your MOTCh at the Saturday trial, you could not use the qualifying 
scores from the Sunday trial.) 
 Explanation:  When this award was first donated, the requirements were unclear.  The original 
donor, Esther Cox, has now clarified what the intent was, and asked that we accept her 
clarifications, and I believe we should accede to her request. 
 This would take effect immediately, i.e. for the 2019 annual awards. 
MOTION  (MARCH 2020) – REIMBURSEMENT OF TROPHY SHIPPING COSTS - PASSED 
Motion made by Jill Cairns, 2nd by Frank MacArthur, that the GRCC reimburse Jill Cairns (GRCC trophy historian) 
$803.75 for costs incurred in transporting all GRCC Event and Annual trophies from Regina, Saskatchewan to 
Truro, Nova Scotia. Document of trophy weights and moving invoice attached.  
Discussion: In the past, I have transported all Annual trophies from Saskatchewan to Surrey BC at no charge to the 
club. I then transported both Annual and Event trophies back to Saskatchewan as well at no charge, as Ainsley Mills 
was no longer able to store them. I have since made a move to Nova Scotia and that move included all of the 
Annual, Event, Field and misc/broken trophies. Given that we are a non-profit organization and have a reasonable 
bank balance I am asking that the GRCC compensate me for the weight of the trophies (763.5 lbs) x the charge per 
pound (.9154 cents) and HST (15%) on that amount. I am not requesting compensation towards packing/fuel 
surcharge etc.  
  

BOARD BUSINESS 
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  HUGE thanks to Suzi Beber for sharing this bagel recipe! She says it is over 2 decades old.  It is simple, especially for these 

challenging times. 
 
“Easy Peasy Bagels” 
 
Choose organic ingredients whenever possible. 
 
Ingredients 
 
1 cup stone ground whole flour of your choice, for example, barley, spelt 
1 cup organic unbleached white flour 
1 package yeast.  If you have a dog that is or may be sensitive to yeast, simply leave it out. 
2/3 cup of homemade or store bought sodium free chicken broth.  Heat in microwave for 15 to 20 seconds, until warm. 
1 tablespoon unpasteurized local honey 
 
Instructions 
 
Preheat your oven to 375F degrees. 
 
In a large bowl, combine the whole flour of your choice with the yeast. 
 
Add the warmed chicken broth and honey, and beat for about 3 minutes.  It is easiest, if you simply put your ingredients into a food 
processor or blender or mixer, set your timer for 3 minutes, and whirl away.  Gradually add the unbleached white flour. 
 
Turn the dough out onto a floured board and knead the dough for a few minutes, until there are no lumps or bumps. 
 
Then, cover the dough with a tea towel and let it rest for 5 minutes. 
 
Now, for the fun part, which is an activity you can share with kids.  Divide the dough into 25 pieces, and take each piece and roll it into 
a nice smooth ball.  Then, punch a hole into each ball with your finger or a chopstick works nicely, and pull apart the dough gently, so 
you have a hole that is about one inch wide.  Don't be fussy, because the bagels will rise into shape when they bake. 
 
Place all the bagels on a lightly greased cookie sheet, or a cookie sheet covered with parchment paper, and allow them to rise for 5 
minutes, even if you have left out the yeast. 
 
When the 5 minutes are up, pop your bagels in the oven, bake for 20 minutes, and then turn your oven off, and allow the bagels to cool 
in the oven. 
 
You can add anything you want to the dough, for example, fresh herbs, like oregano or parsley, or some parmesan cheese, or anything 
else, that strikes your fancy. 
 
Oregano contains carvacrol and thymol, which gives it special antifungal and antiparasitic properties. 
 
Parsley is rich in iron, vitamin C, and pro-vitamin A, as well as calcium, phosphorus, and manganese. 
 
Back in the day, I always used a pinch of garlic in this recipe, for its antiseptic, antibacterial and anti-fungal properties.  It is known to 
enhance the immune system and contains vitamin A, iodine, phosphorus, potassium, and selenium.  A dog would need to consume a 
full container of spilled garlic (or 2 whole bulbs of garlic), in order to develop the toxicity that is seen with onions. 
 
Honey has a long history, as both a food source, and as a medicine.  The practice of bee keeping goes back to at least 700 BC.  Honey 
is not commonly regarded as an allergenic food, and it is also not included in the list of 20 foods that  most frequently contain pesticide 
residue.  Honey is a source of vitamin B2, vitamin B6, iron, and manganese.  Its unique composition also makes it useful as an anti-
microbial agent.  Manuka honey also works well in this recipe. 
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Hi everyone. There is not much going on in our province as all the dog shows trials etc have been 
cancelled. 
 
With social distancing it is difficult to socialize our young dogs. I have two that are just over a year old and 
they need to socialize. I can’t do my usual routine that I was doing, such as visiting the school and hospital, 
stores, parades, other dogs etc. So now I go on walks in my town and visit my post office, (who give them 
treats), talk with people (at a distance), take them to new places they haven’t been with different types of 
surfaces, noise etc. You have to look around and see what you can do that is new to your dogs and 
introduce them to those experiences. 
 
Now how about training. At this time none are open to help you with that basic training your young dog 
needs. You need to look online as a lot of trainers are offering virtual training, some are free and some 
charge a fee. 
 
You might want to try something new to stimulate your dogs mind and keep them working. You can earn 
Trick titles online and they are recognized by AKC and CKC. You learn the tricks, video tape them doing it 
and then submit. You can google Trick dog Titles Canada to find out more. 
 
Just a couple of suggestions and I am sure everyone is being creative with their dogs while they continue 
their training for both the dog and human. 
 
One trial that is, so far, continuing here is Barn Hunt. They have strict rules and conditions in which they 
are holding them. You can find them on Canuck dogs.  
 
I really hope that we are back to our dog shows and other events in the near future but until then enjoy 
your dogs and look outside the box when working with them. 
 
This is a difficult  time for everyone and I hope you are all social distancing and staying safe. 
 
Lynn Walker 
Director of Alberta  
GRCC 
 
  
  
 
  

~Alberta Director~ 
Lynn Walker 
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  “SAY IT ISN’T SO”, or “IS THERE AN AWARD FOR THE SILLIEST METHOD EVER INVENTED?” 
 
I’m sure you all know by now how open I am to new ideas.  Although my spitting talents may leave much to be 
desired, and my “tennis ball under the sweat shirt” technique is somewhat infamous (thanks to Aileen), and 
although I admit I may have scoffed gently at clicker training, and looked down my nose at “positives only”, I 
am a firm believer in the “whatever works for you and makes you happy” philosophy. 
But now, finally, a method for which I have been waiting for years. 
A method than *NOT EVEN I* can pretend to take seriously. 
Folks, this is the truth, as *NOT EVEN I* could think this one up, even as a joke. 
First, let me say that this is not just a theory.  There are actual people out there using this method.  I believe it 
was first spotted in the Centre of the Universe (aka Toronto), although one could be forgiven for thinking it 
originated deep in the Land of the Politically Correct and Home of the Perpetually Numb (i.e. California). 
I believe it came from the “Positives Only” crowd.  It is a method to correct dogs who break Stays.  (What???  
Positives Only dogs break stays???  Even with all those cookies???) 
Supposedly you put your dog on a stay, then you put one of his toys beside him.  It is important that it not be his 
favourite toy.  Presumably this would be too damaging to the psyche (of the dog, one hopes, not the toy). 
Anyway, when your dog breaks his stay, you go back and BEAT UP THE TOY.  Yup.  You got it.  “Bad Toy!  
Bad!  Shame on You!”  Ooohhh-kay.  I dare anyone to do this without feeling absolutely ridiculous. 
I ran this by a few of my students.  Well, for sure.  I couldn’t resist.  I tried to get them to try it.  No way.  Even 
the beginners wouldn’t bite.  I told a few of my non-doggy friends.  Nope.  Couldn’t fool them either.  Their 
reactions can best be described as ranging from “Stunned Disbelief” to “Hysterical Laughter”. 
But we tried anyway.  I’m afraid some of the dogs were thinking “she’s really lost it this time”.  But should 
anyone else wish to try this (those of you who subscribe to the theory, as do I, that there is no method so stupid 
that it won’t work once), BE WARNED.  This is not as risk-free as you might think.  In one of our 
demonstrations, I put Dillon (aka DevilDog) on a sit stay, put one of his not favourite toys beside him, then 
invited the spectators to distract him.  His dearly beloved Auntie Rhoda (who bakes these Miracle Motivational 
Training Aids) held up one of her homemade cookies and called “DILLON!”  That was it.  The toy was forgotten 
as he took off.  Even though Auntie Rhoda saw him coming, she was unprepared for the strength of his greeting, 
and over she went.  One broken wrist.  One trip to hospital.  Another trip to hospital in Ottawa a few days later 
before the Show of Shows as the too-tight cast threatened to cut off circulation.  (Quote from vet:  “If you were 
my dog I’d have that cast off.”)  Needless to say, Dillon did not get any cookies from Auntie Rhoda that 
Christmas. 
But back to serious stuff here. 
One has to wonder about the mentality of the poor dog who WOULD be affected by his handler beating up a toy.  
Don’t you think this would mess up his poor little mind even more?  Having to take responsibility for his toy’s 
correction? 
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Isn’t this cruel and unusual punishment? 
Isn’t this how serial killers get started? 
Isn’t there an S.P.C.T. we can call? 
This is toy abuse.  Better not let any little kids watch you train. 
To whoever thought this one up, you have my undying gratitude.  I haven’t laughed this hard since the horse 
psychic came to the barn and got paid $50.00 for “I love my mommy, I love my carrots, I love my stall”. 
For those of you who still wish to try this, you have my best wishes.  However, I would strongly recommend you 
practise in private.  Or at least have a supply of Depends on hand for the onlookers. 
Gail Wormington 
motchreba@gmail.com 
 
October 2003 
 
 

~ Secretary~ 
Christine Kobler 

 

Hi from the Kootenays.  I hope everyone is finding a way to forge ahead during these difficult times 
and remain in good spirits.  I bet all the goldens are loving having their family home more.  I have no 
news really as the GRCC Secretary, things have been pretty quiet. 
 
Take care everyone!! 
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I hope everyone is keeping safe and healthy! These are unusual times so there is little to report. I am sure everyone is 
going crazy with no dog events to attend. I assume with shortages of flour and yeast that most people are baking, so I 
thought it may be appropriate at this time to share a couple dog treat recipes! Happy Baking! 
 
Homemade Peanut Butter Dog Treats 
I N G R E D I E N T S :  

• 2/3 cup pumpkin puree 
• 1/4 cup peanut butter 
• 2 large eggs 
• 2 1/2 – 3 cups whole wheat flour 

D I R E C T I O N S :  

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Line a baking sheet with parchment paper or a silicone baking mat; set aside. 
2. In the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, beat pumpkin puree, peanut butter and eggs on 

medium-high until well combined, about 1-2 minutes. Gradually add 2 1/2 cups flour at low speed, beating just until 
incorporated. Add an additional 1/4 cup flour at a time just until the dough is no longer sticky. 

3. Working on a lightly floured surface, knead the dough 3-4 times until it comes together. Using a rolling pin, roll the 
dough to 1/4-inch thickness. Using cookie cutters, cut out desired shapes and place onto the prepared baking sheet. 

4. Place into oven and bake until the edges are golden brown, about 20-25 minutes.* 
5. Let cool completely. 
N O T E S :  

*Baking time will vary depending on the size and thickness of the treats. Serving size will also vary depending on the desired shapes 
and cookie cutters used. 
 
Simple Two-Ingredient Dog Treats Using Baby Food: Recipe 
This recipe is perfect for your first time whipping up homemade dog treats. Once you get the hang of it, keep an eye 
out for 4-ounce baby food jars on sale. That way you can stock up on a variety of flavors and be able to make DIY 
dog treats at a moment’s notice.  
Want to make this recipe gluten-free? Just pop some rolled oats in the food processor and grind them up for a wheat-
free flour alternative that tastes amazing, too. 

• Author: Kiki Kane 

• Prep Time: 10 minutes 

• Cook Time: 24 minutes 

• Total Time: 34 minutes 

• Yield: 8 dozen small cookies 1x 

• Category: Quickie Cookies 

 
 
 

~ Ontario Director~ 
Connie Johnson 
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Ingredients 
• 1 4-ounce jar of baby food 

• 1 cup flour 

Instructions 
Preheat oven to 350º 

• In a large bowl, mix one cup of flour with the jar of baby food and stir to combine. 

• Add more flour and knead your dough until it’s no longer sticky. 

• Roll out your dough on a floured surface and cut out treats, placing them on a cookie sheet.  

• Bake 24 minutes or until cooked through and the bottoms are just starting to brown. 

For an extra-crisp cookie, turn off the oven when cookies are done, but leave them to cool inside the oven to remove 
any excess moisture. 
 
Connie Johnson  
Ontario Director 
 
     
 
 
 
GRCC 2019 ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS 
 
 
OBEDIENCE 
Paul Jacobsen Memorial Trophy (Top Novice B) 

Winner:  Mary Shillabeer with Zaniri Say No More CD WC JH 
Bar-Nic Trophy (Highest Combined Open & Utility) 
 Winner:  Louise Bastien with GMOTCH Aureo’s Road to Razz Ma Tazz 
Super Dog Trophy (Highest 5 Scores Open/Utility) 
 Winner:  Louise Bastien with GMOTCH Aureo’s Road to Razz Ma Tazz 
CH MOTCH Fyreglo’s First N Foremost WC Memorial Trophy (High OTCHX/MOTCH) 
 Winner:  Louise Bastien with GMOTCH Aureo’s Road to Razz Ma Tazz 
Tess ‘N’ Katie Trophy (Top Utility B) 
 Winner:  Louise Bastien with GMOTCH Aureo’s Road to Razz Ma Tazz 
Goldensport Trophy (Top Open B) 
 Winner:  Louise Bastien with GMOTCH Aureo’s Road to Razz Ma Tazz 
 
VERSALITY 
J. P. Crawley Memorial Trophy 
 Winner:  Lori Lancaster with GCHEX MOTCH AGMCH AGMCHS Goldcker 
           A Boat Turn JH WCI UTD TD XP AGSC JTX RA CGN 
Gibson Memorial Trophy   

Winner:  Mary Shillabeer with CH OTCH GMH NMH Zaniri Olive That N                                      
More WCX 
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2019 GRCC ANNUAL AWARDS – RESULTS 
BREED 
Ambercroft Perpetual Trophy 
 Winner: Lori Lancaster with CH AGMCH Goldcker Touk Can Play That         
                                                                Game JH WCI CDX XP JTX CGN 
Cedarcraft Perpetual Trophy 
 Winner: Lori Lancaster with GCHEX MOTCH AGMCH AGMCHS Goldcker 
                A Boat Turn JH WCI UTD TD XP AGSC JTX RA CGN 
SHOW 
Forget-Me-Not Perpetual Trophy (Top Show Golden) 
 Winner:  Mary Bluechardt with BISS RBPIS MBBPIS GCH Meliagold Thank 
                                                             You My Friend 
Shadywell Perpetual Trophy (Top Best of Opposite Sex) 
 Winner:  Heather Jardine with GCHEX Polarsky’s Twinkle Little Star CGN RI PCD 
Tammy Perpetual Trophy (Top Show Puppy) 
 Winner:  Heather Jardine with CH Jackson’s A Star is Born 
Blackpool Best Baby Puppy of the Year 
 Winner:  Heather Jardine with CH Jackson’s A Star is Born 
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                 GMOTCH Audeo’s Road to Razzmatazz  Am. UDX


Razz is a sweet, smart, independent little girl. 

She has matured into a great partner where our relationship is the heart of our 
team.


2019 was a very good year in Obedience for Razz and me.

Razz started the season in April with a CDX  and obtained her OTCH, her 
OTCHX , her MOTCH and her GMOTCH by the end of the season, early 
November  2019

We showed in the States at the same time and again she went from a CDX to a 
UDX within a few months. We came in third at the American Eastern Regional 
and got an invite to the prestigious NOC (National Obedience Championship)


She obtained 25 HITs  and three 200 scores  in her 2019 season for a total of 50 
HITs and seven 200´s


I would like to thank GRCC for awarding us these trophies for the 2019 season:


Tess ´n Katie Trophy (Top 3 Utility B)

Goldensport Trophy (Top 3 Open B)

Barnic Trophy (High Combine Open & Utility)

Super Dog Trophy (Highest Scores over 197.0 in Open & Utility)

CH MOTCH Fryego’s First ‘n Foremost WC Memorial Trophy (OTCH/MOTCH)


Louise Bastien

bastienlouise1908@outlook.com
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"HOPE . . . One Word Says It All." 
  
Six Degrees of Separation 
  
Submitted by Suzi Beber 

 
 
In these days and times, there are really no “six degrees of separation.” We are all joined together, sharing 
the gifts of each day, despite life’s challenges, and our pets are with us, every step of the way, to help 
shepherd us on this journey. 
  
When I think back to last year and the first weekend in May, I remember smiling and shedding happy tears 
as photographs from the annual Smiling Blue Skies Walk for Canine Cancer in Calgary were posted on 
Facebook, and I thought about all the wonderful volunteers from coast to coast, who have made such a 
difference to my life and to the lives of so many others over the past near 19 years.  This year, we would 
have been celebrating the 18th anniversary of the Calgary Walk. 
  
Smiling Blue Skies is no different today than any other day.  We offer 24/7 support to anyone whose life 
has been touched by cancer, but what is different, is that we are reaching out in more creative ways, 
learning together, to ensure that our dogs are getting the help they need, despite the uncharted waters that 
we are all trying to navigate.  We are all in this together. 
  
Our dogs are so remarkable.  There are no would haves or could haves or should haves for our 
dogs.  They live in the moment, and each of those moments is bursting with love and devotion, all for 
us.  There is an old quotation that says, “A dog is one of the few remaining reasons why some people can 
be persuaded to go for a walk.”  They teach us to always look up to the sky and to look at the flowers at 
our feet.  They teach us to take a breath and bolster our courage.  Every day we have our dogs is a 
precious gift.  They truly are our miracles with paws, and with our dogs by our sides, we are better able to 
cope with the challenges of COVID-19. 
  
Thank you to all the veterinarians and wonderful vet techs and all the other wonderful people in the 
veterinary world who continue to provide care and essential services to our pets. 
  
Long live blue skies, where Hope is a kite and dreams really do come true. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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This is “Broonzy” at 14 weeks . . . 
 
Riverdance Donamor If Beale Street Could Talk 
 
"Big Bill Broonzy" 
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Greetings from the west coast. Our GRCC balance currently is $42,538.72 

 As others may report we are experiencing a time in our world never known before. 
Most dog show events through to the fall have been cancelled.  Optimistically thinking 
ahead to the 2021 dog show season! 
Cheers, 
Wendy 

 
 
 

Membership Update 
 

Welcome to the following New members for 2020  

Joy Gray, ON 
Emmanuelle Groleau, QC 
Carolyn Hicks, NS 
Mary McElroy, ON 
Catherine McGill, MB 
Heather Storie, ON 
Joyce Wilson, ON 
Scott Wood, ON 
  
  
The following members have completed their Provisional year and become Ordinary members 
  
Louise Bastien, QC 
Sonia Bergeron, QC 
Patti Dennison, BC 
Paula Evans Bragg, NS 
Lisa & Michael Folk, AB 
Shelly Gibson, ON 
Alice Menczel, AB 
Gary Overs, SK 
Virginia Patten, ON 
Edie Ward, ON 
  

 
 

 

~Treasurer’s Report~ 
Wendy Galt 
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~ Susan Roberts ~   
We all know that getting to the top tier of any dog sport is a supreme accomplishment - one that requires talent, 
discipline, commitment, patience, knowledge and creativity.  This is difficult and rare in any discipline.  To rise to the 
top of two complex and competitive dog sports – field and obedience – is an extraordinary accomplishment.  That’s 
what our friend and colleague Susan Roberts did. 
But that barely scratches the surface of who she was.  More than anything else -   as a dog breeder, trainer and 
handler, and as a colleague, mentor, student and friend – Susan was passionate.  She was both illuminated and 
driven by her love of her dogs and her work with them.  Those of us who had the good fortune of working with her, 
were familiar with the almost electric intensity she brought to her efforts.  She was NOT cool and assured as she 
established her focus prior to competition.  She almost vibrated with energy as she marshalled her resources to get 
into The Zone.  But when she stepped into the ring or out of the blind – all of that was gone.  Her field students and 
colleagues speak with awe about the cool savvy with which she handled her legendary Baron and upcoming girl, 
Tess in the field.  And for those who watched her in the obedience ring – she embodied composure - elegant, 
precise and graceful with her fair hair fanning out behind her - so beautifully matching the flow of Baron or Tess. 
Her efforts were rewarded.  Baron was the very rare dog, a show champion who qualified in the Canadian National 
Master Hunt Test (2017 and 2018) and also earned his GMOTCh in obedience, and young Tess seemed likely to 
follow in his footsteps.  But the rewards went so much further than that.  Susan was rewarded by the high regard of 
all who worked with her, in both Canada and the U.S.  She was unendingly generous with her time, efforts and 
insights.  She was smart.  She was kind. She was funny.  She was quirky. She was vulnerable.  She had absolutely no 
arrogance to her. So let’s put aside phrases like “high regard”.  So many of us loved her, because she so deserved to 
be loved. 
Diagnosed at the end of February, Susan died of cancer on April 25, 2020.  She opted to spend her last days where 
her heart was.  In her last weeks, she watched (and gave advice) from the window as her friends trained in the fields 
surrounding the home she shared with her beloved husband Peter Martin in Fallbrook, outside Perth.  She passed 
away with Peter and her dogs by her side.   Our world is emptier without her, even as we and Baron and Tess can 
still hear her voice. 
Will you search through the loamy earth for me? 
Climb through the briar and bramble? 
I will be your treasure. 
I’m waiting for you. 
I’m waiting for you. 
 

BARON: Can CH NMH2 GMH GMOTCH Sterre Texas Tycoon at Lynwood Am MH CCA**/ Can 
WCX *** VCX (10/7/2010-) 

Can CH……Canadian Champion  
NMH2…….National Master Hunter  
GMH……...Grand Master Hunter 
GMOTCH…...Grand  Master Obedience Trial Champion 
Am MH ….…American Master Hunter 
CCA……..GRCA Certificate of Conformation Assessment 
Can WCX …....Can. Working Certificate Excellent  
VCX ……Versatility Certificate Excellent 
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TESS: Can GCH Morningstar Baroness O’Lynnwood Can CDX MH WCX *** 
 
Tess has her CDX, Master Hunter, WCX and is a Grand Champion in the show ring 
 
Submitted by Ellie Beals 
 

 
Photo credit to Myriam Cool-Rochon taken at the NMHT in Nova Scotia 
Reprinted with permission 
 
 
 
                                  
 
 
 
Hello members, welcome to the spring, and I hope everyone is safe and sound. We are in uncertain and 
unprecedented times, as the COVID-19 pandemic evolves each day. As this pandemic evolves there is so much 
uncertainty as to when we will be at least allowed to make plans for events or gatherings as this year continues.  
 
Here in the Atlantic Region we are continuing to work to keep member’s updated and providing updates as they come 
to our attention, there have been a lot of cancellations of shows and trials for the remainder of this year and special 
events. We are always looking for ideas and suggestions on how we can do other projects for our Goldens and their 
owners.  
So, if there are any members with suggestion or ideas please let me know.  

~Atlantic Director~ 
Frank MacArthur 
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MARITIME GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB NEWS 
The AGM was held on May3, 2020 via Zoom.  
A moment of silence for loss a very special club member. Chris Gallant who was a much valued and well-respected 
past Board Member (Treasurer) who gave the position up Nov. 2018 after doing a great job for many years. Chris and 
Clarence have bred under the Goldhaven prefix since the 1980's. Chris was an avid volunteer, having been the GRCC 
Atlantic Director for a number of years, as well as the Maritime Golden Retriever Club and the Lady Slipper Kennel 
Club Treasurer for … decades! Chris will be dearly missed.  
A special thanks to Val Corner for the wonderful job she is doing putting together such a wonderful newsletter. 
A special thanks to Corrie Horne and Joan Carey for making this meeting possible through providing us the use and 
knowledge of Zoom.  
We welcomed Jill Cairns to the club who just moved to Nova Scotia from Regina SK. 
 
Elections of officers for the term 2020 to 2022.  
 
President - Frank MacArthur;  
Vice President – Catherine Veysey,  
Secretary - Julie Corkum;  
Treasurer –Marg Bethune; 
Directors - Jane FitzRandolph, Charmaine Noonan, Mary Bluechardt,  
                  Heather Jardine, Joan Carey, Corrie Horne. 
Past President- Linda Grant  
  
Thank You Linda Grant and your committee 
 
Events 
Our Regional conformation in Grand Bay-Westfield, New Brunswick on August 15, and also our Obedience and 
Rally in Truro, NS on September 19 &20th. 
 
Regarding the WC Test planned for Sept.18th, Catherine Veysey moved and  
Jane FitzRandolph seconded the motion to look at the possibility of holding our WC Test on Sept.18th, 2020 if the 
current restrictions were lifted. 
 
We also cancelled our Golden Day in Amherst, NS and that it would be held at later date. But please still contact 
Paula J Evans Bragg, pjevansbragg@gmail.com if you have ideas or input for this event in the future.  
 
Current issues for members:  
The By-Laws have changed to allow for electronic meeting if needed/desired.  
 Code of Ethics were updated.  
 Paula Bragg is our events coordinator. Thank you, Paula.  
Jane FitzRandolph has continued to work on the fund raiser for Smiling Blue Skies Cancer Research Fund. This will 
require "marketing" in order to maximize profit, so IF you have skills or ideas, Jane would love to hear from you.  
 
CKC head office is closed and employees are working from home. 
Online applications are still in progress so you can use portal.  
Rebooking shows where possible is encouraged and no penalties will be applied. 
CKC Communication committee are looking for ideas on what can be done as no shows are happening.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all members for supporting our club. Great teamwork is what makes a great club!  
Welcome to our new members. I'm looking forward to getting everyone involved and once out of lock-down.  
Frank MacArthur, Atlantic Director         
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 FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
CATALOGUE NUMBER:  

Golden Retriever Club of Canada 

Thanks for supporting our 2020 Virtual National!   
$5.00 PER CLASS 
All proceeds raised will go towards the fundraising for the 2021 National   

DOGS INFORMATION   

Registered Name:  

Date of Birth:  

Sire: 

Dam:  

Registration Number: CKC          AKC              LISTED  

Country of Birth:  Gender: 

On The Show Date Is Your Dog A Puppy:  Breed: RETRIEVER, GOLDEN  

Height:   

OWNERS INFORMATION:  

Registered Owner(s):  

Owner(s) Address: 

City: 

Province/State: 

Postal Code/Zip Code: 

Telephone Number: 

Email Address:  

Breeder(s):  

CONFORMATION CLASSES:  

Baby Puppy    Canadian Bred     Veteran 7-10 Years         Stud Dog            Brace               

Junior Puppy   Bred By Exhibitor    Veteran 10-12 Years       Brood Bitch        Altered            

Senior Puppy   Open                      Veteran 12+                     Field Retriever    Generations   

12-18 Month     Specials                                      Gun Retriever     Ex Only           

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:  

Cardholders Name (Please Print):   

Card Number: 

Expiry:        / 

Visa                                       MasterCard                                             

I CERTIFY THAT I AM THE REGISTERED OWNER(S) OR AUTHORIZED AGENT OF THE ABOVED NAMED DOG. BY SIGNING THIS 
AGREEMENT, I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT A CANADIAN KENNEL CLUB 
SANCTIONED EVENT AND BY WHICH ALL AWARDS RECEIVED ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR ANY POINTS TOWARDS ANY 
CANADIAN KENNEL CLUB OR GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB OF CANADA TITLES. 

SIGNATURE OF OWNER/AGENT: _________________________________________________________________________ 

  DATE: __________________________________ 
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instructions:  
1. Email one (1) stacked photo of your dog from a front view, one (1) stacked photo of your dog from 
the side view and one (1) head shot. 
2. Professional win photos will not be accepted. 
3. Single entries on different dogs will be accepted in one email but photos must be clearly marked 
with the name of your dog. 
4. For entries that involve multiple dogs (i.e. Generational, Stud Dog, Brood Bitch and Brace), you 
will still need to fill out multiple entry forms for the second, third, etc. dog. 
5. Only one entry per email if you are entering a multiple dog class. (i.e. if you are entering Stud Dog 
then only the Stud Dog and Get entries are attached to the one email). 
6. Payment accepted via e-transfers or credit card. Please note that Credit Cards will be processed 
through Square. 
7. Please email your photos along with your completed entry form and form of payment to 
robyn.m@sasktel.net 
8. Once your entry has been received you will receive notification that you are entered. 
9. By supporting the GRCC’s 2020 Virtual National you are supporting the GRCC’s 2021 National! 
10. Thank you for your support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ENTRIES OPEN JUNE 8, 2020 

ENTRIES CLOSE JULY 24, 2020 
PLACEMENTS WILL BE AWARDED 

ON AUGUST 15, 2020 
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What Do I Enter At A National Specialty If I Have Field Titles?  

For far too long, there has been an abundance of confusion. I admit I was confused for years, not realizing 
I could enter some classes that my dogs were qualified for. This is my best effort at clarification thanks to 
input from many others, but if I have any of it wrong, just fire off an email and I will make the necessary 
changes!  

Jill Jillean@sasktel.net  

Field Class and Gun Retriever/Field Retriever Class Trophies 

Notice for Clubs Holding Conformation Specialty Shows                                                                         
This is a reminder to clubs that effective January 1, 2015 the Conformation Show Rules were changed to 
include the Field Class in Section 12.2, Classes, as a regular class at Specialty Shows. This class is 
optional, however, it is a now a regular class. 
  
12        BREEDS, CLASSES, AWARDS & SWEEPSTAKES 
12.2     Classes 
Field Class (Specialty Only) 
This class is optional at Specialty shows for breeds that have performance events in the field. Dogs 
entered in this class must have attained a title or placement in a field trial or test.  This class is to be 
judged prior to Best of Breed judging with winners of each sex competing for Best of Breed. Dogs entered 
in these classes may be spayed or neutered. 
Prior to January 1, 2015, the Field Class was considered unofficial. 
When clubs offer the Field Class, the class is to be judged prior to Best of Breed judging with the winner of 
each sex competing for Best of Breed.  The Field Class must be indicated on the Event Date Application 
and it must be advertised in the Premium List. 

* the wording “attained a title or placement in a field trial or test” isn’t abundantly clear that the dog CAN 
have anything from a WC to Open Field Trial Champion.  

There are also two unofficial classes. These classes are where the trophies are awarded. 

GUN RETRIEVER– This class shall be for a dog of either sex with a CKC/AKC WC, WCI, WCX, JH, 
SH.  Class divided by sex.  Entry requirement for trophy eligibility for First In Gun Dog Class. 

* awarded the OTCH U-CD Buchanan Blu Keeza UTD WCX JH Am CD TD WCX JH trophy 

FIELD RETRIEVER – This class shall be for a dog of either sex with a CKC/AKC MH, CKC/AKC 
Licensed Field Trial Placement.  Class divided by sex.  Entry requirement for trophy eligibility for First in 
Field Trial Class. 

* awarded the Can/Am CH Gayhaven Lidiel Can/Am CDX Challenge Trophy.  

Trophies are awarded to the Unofficial classes ONLY. 
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* A dog with a JH or WC series title can enter the official field dog class AND the unofficial gun retriever 
class, but not the unofficial field dog class 

Originally there was only an UNOFFICIAL Field Dog class for which the Gayhaven trophy was 
awarded.  In 2009 Christine Kobler donated the Keeza trophy and the criteria was split to two 
UNOFFICIAL classes for Field Dog (Gayhaven trophy) and Gun Dog (Keeza trophy).   This was all good 
until 2015 when the CKC, without consultation, created the REGULAR Field Dog class which competes for 
Best of Breed.   

In the section for REGULAR CKC Classes: 

FIELD CLASS – This class shall be for dogs that have attained a title or placement in a field trial or test.  Dogs entered 
in these classes may be spayed or neutered. 

In the section for UNOFFICIAL Classes: 

GUN RETRIEVER– This class shall be for a dog of either sex with a CKC/AKC WC, WCI, WCX, JH, 
SH.  Class divided by sex.  Entry requirement for trophy eligibility for First In Gun Dog Class and the OTCH 
U-CD BUCHANAN BLU KEEZA UTD WCX JH Am CD TD WCX JH MEMORIAL TROPHY 

FIELD RETRIEVER – This class shall be for a dog of either sex with a CKC/AKC MH, CKC/AKC Licensed Field Trial 
Placement.  Class divided by sex.  Entry requirement for trophy eligibility for First in Field Trial Class and 
the CAN/AM CH GAYHAVEN LLDIEL CAN/AM CDX CHALLENGE TROPHY 
  

Changing the names of the UNOFFICIAL classes to Gun Retriever and Field Retriever was the only way 
the CKC would approve them. 

 

Hope that helps!! 
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You know, you didn’t have to come up with a pandemic to keep me from doing that “Lola” song at the National.  A 
simple “no, thanks” would have sufficed. 
 
Well, at least I have some good news to report.  Big Huge Congratulations to Louise Bastien and “Razz” (GMOTCh 
Audeo’s Road to Razzmatazz, Am. U.D.), who won FIVE, count ‘em, FIVE, of the GRCC annual obedience 
trophies! 
 
If the 2021 National needs a fundraiser perhaps I could suggest T-shirts with “Hi, my name is Louise Bastien” on 
them.  (We did this as a fundraiser some years ago with “Hi, my name is Bruce Gibbons” and we raised 
THOUSANDS.  Well, okay, we didn’t, but I’m sure we could have raised tens of dollars if we’d actually gone 
through with it.) 
 
Congratulations to all the winners.  I hear we had quite a few applications this year.  I hope you are all very proud and 
have done some bragging.  Not to mention celebrating.  (Alcohol could be involved.  And maybe a cheeseburger for 
the other half of the partnership?) 
 
Unfortunately some very sad news.  Deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Sue Roberts, who recently lost her 
battle with cancer.  I did not know Sue well, but I remember her as a gifted trainer and honest exhibitor with a really 
great dog in obedience (and, I understand, in field as well).  I had the privilege of judging her and Baron on a number 
of occasions.  She was always a joy to judge, a very clean handler with a top dog.  She will be very much missed. 
 
Just to give you something else to think about, the committee to update the annual awards may actually be nearing the 
end of a really long job.  (It seems these awards had not been updated in thirty years, so there was a lot of work to be 
done.)  Actually there is still a lot of work to be done, so maybe I should say we are “somewhere past the middle”, 
but progress is being made.  (When I was volunteered for the job of heading up the committee, I had NO IDEA there 
was so much work to be done, but although (for me) it started out as just a desire to remove the requirement for hip 
and eye clearances (which has already been accomplished), it has turned into an interesting and worthwhile project.)  
(Phew!  Anyone get through that sentence without having to draw a breath?) 
 
I must admit I have not been doing much training with the dogs.  It is harder to stay motivated when there is no show 
to aim for.  But the shows and trials will come back, and pretty soon it will be warm enough to train outdoors (It’s 
SNOWING today – May 9th!).   
 
When I do train, I find that this is the most positive time of my day.  I have always found working with my dogs to be 
very therapeutic, and even more so these days.  And Fargo and Flora are SO happy to be working.  They are pretty 
bored, with no visits with friends.  They need the mental stimulation from working and learning new exercises.  I 
guess most of us no longer have the excuse that we don’t have the time!  So I hope you are all working with your 
dogs, and enjoying their company.   
 
I’m sorry we can’t all meet in Calgary this summer.  There is so much work that goes on behind the scenes to run a 
National.  But at least all that work isn’t going to waste.  We just have a lot of time to prepare for 2021.  Thank you to 
the National Committee for all their hard work so far.  Really  looking forward to seeing you all in 2021.  We all 
deserve a really great party. 
 

~ Quebec Director~ 
Gail Wormington 
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By the way, I actually did that “Lola” song at Clorinda’s wedding.  Ask her!  I’m sure she will remember.  Or ask 
Aileen.  Or Rhona.  They were there.  So I am not just joshing you!  Maybe it will finally happen next year! 
 
Gail Wormington 
motchreba@gmail.com 
 
 

Brick Walls, Sweat and Tears 

By Glenda Brown 

I had been reading “The Last Lecture” by Randy Pausch which is an extremely inspiring story by a man 
who has only a very short time to live.  What does this have to do with a dog training 
article?  Comments he makes about life in general and the necessity to live life always to the fullest and 
in the moment, do carry over into working with your dogs. 

One quote is “The brick walls are there for a reason.  They’re not there to keep us out.  The brick walls 
are there to give us a chance to show how badly we want something.” 

Often we may hit what appears to be a brick wall in training.  What do you do when this occurs?  You 
can brain storm either alone or with others.  You can see if there is a way around the wall.  How about a 
tall ladder to take you over the wall?  Maybe the use of a hot air balloon to fly over to the other 
side.  There are a variety of solutions, but you have to be willing to go beyond your comfort zone at 
times to explore different possibilities.  You may have to work very hard to overcome the problem.  If 
you really want your dog to have that Senior Hunter or Master Hunter title, are you willing to put in the 
time and effort needed to attain it?  Will you be willing to keep an open mind, read articles, books, 
watch DVD’s, consult with a pro if necessary, and put in the ( what I call “wet saddle blankets”)  hours 
needed to work through to the other side of the brick wall. 

Years ago I helped some persons with training their dogs in regard to tracking.  We met each Sunday 
morning, and with the use of my pedometer, I learned I often covered ten miles before breakfast!  When 
we started, we had a good little group----but!  Excuses started appearing in that some said they couldn’t 
track early in the morning---no problem, I said, track at any time of the day or early evening.  The next 
week some would have another excuse, then they would miss a Sunday, and pretty soon, we didn’t see 
them anymore.  The ones that remained and put in the hours and effort all went on to get a TD title on 
their dogs.  The others wanted the title but not badly enough to put in the exertion needed to reach their 
goal.  Their dogs were willing, but their owners found out that it required hard work – obviously their 
brick wall – and they did not wish to move out of their comfort zone. 

Since then, I have seen this happen with regard to field work.  When starting out, all seems to be going 
well.  The dogs are having fun and so are the owners.  Then the first barrier appears. Maybe it is when 
they move to doing multiple marks.  Maybe it is with reference to water work.  There are always barriers 
of one sort or another, big and small.  This is when you find the persons who are willing to show how 
badly they want something.  Maybe despite all the effort and hard work, the barrier cannot be 
broached.  Perhaps the dog does not have the attributes to become a Master Hunter no matter how much 
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the owner wants that title.  What the owner can do in a case like this is re-evaluate the goal for this 
particular dog and then take all the lessons learned and apply them to their next dog who was chosen for 
the qualities lacking in the first dog.  

There will always be brick walls.  Some can be breached through considerable effort or the use of 
creative thought, others cannot.  With those that you cannot break through, take the knowledge and 
insight you gained, and use it wisely to move on towards reaching other goals you may have with your 
dogs and/or towards training the next dog you get.  If you never try to overcome this barrier, how will 
you ever know what you are truly capable of accomplishing? 

* Reprinted with permission of the author 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
There you have it, another edition of the Golden Leaves! Again, that nagging feeling that I’ve 
forgotten to include something. As always, please feel free to send me a photo, brag, litter 
announcement, article, complaint.  . . . .anything goes!  
Have a safe and enjoyable summer! Our next issue will be out in August.  
 

 
 
Deadline for the next issue of Golden Leaves will be August 
17th but tomorrow isn’t too early! 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                   


